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It was at the Funeral of his brother in thi
Chapel, when I was a boy at Eton.

When the Duke received the news of Lon
Weilesley’s death, he closed the letter. sayin
“There is a grezt man gone™: he then refire
from the breakfast-table: and did not reappes
during that day. I believe that this happene
at Walmer

Lord Wellesler hed expressed an injunctio
in his will that he should be buried at Etor
This, in itself, was a pathetic incident. Th
man of surpassing intellect, the brilliantl
successful Statesman felt, we may assume. the
his earliest associations were the happlest, an
wished to lie in the place where hiz sense ¢
enjoyment had been keenest. The usual Mornin
Service was held previous to the Funeral; an
at this were present. probably for the first tim
all the brothers: the head of the family Iay i
his coffin: his brother Lord Maryharough wh
by Lord Wellesley’s death, had become Ea
of Morningteu; the Duke of Wellington; t
Rev. Gemald Wellesley., and Lord Cowler s
together in Upper Stalls; that is, on i
Provost's side; the bovs. who usually sat the:
having left them vacant for the occasion. T
coffin on trestles was placed in the central ak
of the Chapel. At Morning Service, chor
which was not usual. Lord Mornington's an
phonal chant, composed by the father of
illustrious family, was used for the Psalms. T
Pall-bearers were Lord Healey; Lord Belgre
now Duke of Westminster; the Earl of Damnle
Lord Burghler, now Marquess of Exeter: Le
Dunkellin, (dead); and Lord Rebert Cecil, v
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6 THE DUGKE

Chapel through the Upper School, the Flogging-

>

room, down the stairs, into the Head-master's
Chambers; and thence out. He at once stepped
into one of Dotesio’s crimson britzskas, and
drove off to Slough; no boy, but myself, saw
him. [ ought perhaps to be proud of having
circumvented even the Great Duke.

The following Latin lines are an Epitaph
written by Lord Wellesley on himself and placed
in the hands of his old friend Dr Goodall, for
many vears Provost of Eton.

TFortuni rerum que vagis exercitus undis
In gremium redeo, serus, Etona tuwum:

Magna sequi, et summe wirari calmina fame,
Et puram antiquae Iueis adire jubar,

Auspice te didict puer: atque in himne viftm
Ingenuns verm laudis amare vias.

Siqua meum vite decursu Gloria nomen
Auxerit, ant sigms nobilitaret honos,

Maneris, Alma, tm est: Altris da terrs sepulcrom!
Supremam lacrymam da! memoremque mei.

WELLESLEY.
Ringston House,
January 3, 1842,

Tossed on the stormy waves of Fate,
Lton! I seek thy breast, though Iate:
To hope to chmb the heights of Fame,
To tend of classic lore the flame,
‘Twas here I learned: and, mn Youth’s days,
To seek the paths of honest Praise.
If Glory shines upon my name,
Eton! to thee I owe my Fame:
Of thee, sweet Nurse! one boon I crave:
May Eton weep above my grave!
W. F.
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I was told by the 2nd Duke of Wellingto
an interesting circumstance in relation to th
picture. I mentioned to him what the Duk
of B. had said; and he replied “Well, I thin
he is right. The one thing my father was vai
of was that he was the only man, to whom th
Sword of State had been given, who was abl
to carry it upright. Everyone else, the swor
and scabbard being very heavy, ‘sloped’ it o
the right shoulder: my father carried it upright
and he insisted upon Sir Thomas Lawrence paint
ing him doing this. Sir Thomas did everything
he could to persuade him that, as a matter o
Art, this would never do; that the portrait o
4 man perennially carrying a heavy sword from
his wrist would eventually fatigue persons looking
at the picture; in short it was against all the
canons of Art. After long disputes Sir Thomas
affected to give in; and he has painted my
father, who still held to the point, with his
right elbow apparently resting on a cushion.
If you look closely at the print, you will see that
his arm does not rest upon the cushion ; but this
can only be discerned by minute examination.”

The Duke had a large hand and a very powerful
wrist. I have a note on this subject from the
2nd Duke, which I may add later in relation
to the sword worn by the Duke in all his battles.

The origin of a term rather frequent when
I was at a private school has not, I believe,
* been traced. A very common form of derision
in the streets was « What a shocking bad hat!”,
applied generally, as usual, when undeserved.
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The ongin was this  When the fust Reformed
Parhament met, the Duke went to the Bar of
the House of Commons, to mspect them Expect
g of course, to be questioned, md knowmg
that Ius words would be repeated, the Duke
was ready for the mqusthion when 1shed, on
walking bach to the House of Lords, what he
thought of the new Parlament, he evaded
responsibility by replying “I never saw so many
shoching bad hats in my lhfe  Hence the
popular saying

Dunng my Parhamentary lfe, T have always
observed that the hats and boots of M Ps were
far inferior to those of the average of minkind
In the first Parhament in which I sat, the only
man really neat m these respects was Sir Benjamm
Hall I think Disraeli came next

I beheve that the practice of wearing the
hat, as of that of the Peers sitting by command
when the Queen reads her speech, ongmated,
as these things do, m good sense Were 1t
compulsory on the Peers to stand, or on M Ps
to sit bare headed an easy and safe insubor
dination might be shown at any time, by the
latter covering themselves, or by the former
sitting down unbidden

Marvellous as a compilation of good sense as
are the Duke s Dispatches, they are, in addition,
models of style Vhether he wrote in Enghsh
or French, and m the latter he wisely avorded
idiom, they show hs clearness of mind, and
admirable powers of expression  ‘Le style cest
lhomme and 1n no one was this more conspre
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wous than jn the Duke of Wellington, The
following was given to me by the Iate Licuten-
ant-Colonel Johneon of the Guards.

The Duke on one oceasion wished a bridge
to be construeted, or something of a imilar
kind, the duty of the Roval Engincers. The
Oflicer, after examination, reported to the Duke
that it conld not be done,  The Duhe was di-
pleased; and sent for another officer, & youny
man, allached to another Division of his army.
‘This oflicer performed what the Duke desired.
The Duke put the following in ¢ Orders': <He
who in War fails to do what he undertales,
may  always plead the accidents which invari-
ably attend military affaivs: hut be who declares
a thing to be impossible, whieh is subsequently
accamplished, registers his own  incapaeity.”
I3is splendid elearness of intelleet gave him the
power of expressing himself elearly : and, namer-
ous as are his writings, hardly one ean be found,
the memning of which is doubtful,

No greater tribute conld be paid to the ofty
honour of the Duke than that <hown by his
enemics. Before the  Battle of Orthes, the
bridge over the Gave de Pau, had heen passed
by the Frenel army,  The Duke sentauote
to Marshal Boulf, saying that o hattle would,
af caurse, take pleee on the following day: but
that, as it was desieable in the interests of the
inhabitants of Orthes not to destroy the bridge,
he promised that, if Marshal Sonlt would alstain

from blowing it up, no soldier of the British

army should crows ot Soult teasted T amd
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14 THE DUKE

chévaus gris! comme ils travaillent” <aid Napo-
leon: and well he might.

I remember .at a ball at Lord Wharncliffe's
house in Curzon Strcet, Madame Brunuow, for
many years the Russian Ambassadress in Lon-
don, appearing with a sort of pink velvet semi-
circular cushion on the top of her head; in which
many diamonds were fastencd. The Duke im-
mediately walked up to her; and kissed her on
both cheeks. The old Ilady looked extremely
delighted. I heard someone say “ Madame, vous
ne rougissez past”. She replied “ Au contraive!
Jen suis fiere”. The Duke, with his stemn
sense of duty, and total disregard of what ignorant
people thought, walked on; and Madame Brun-
now then explained that on the Ewmperor of
Russia’s birthday, I think that was the oceasion,
everybody kissed everybody clse; so far as 1
could make out: at any rate everyone of 2
certain rank in socicty such as Dukes, Ambas-
sadresses, cte. ete,

The Duke when visiting an Embusy, or in
the presence of a Foreign Sovercign, alwiys
wore the first class of the Order which that
Sovercign had given to him. [ remember that,
at the balls at the Russian Embasey, then at
Ashburnham House, the Duke always wore the
ribbon and star of the first class of the grest
Russian Order of St George, the highest Military
Order in Russing he also possessing the Osder
of St Andrew, which is still higher in ranl; be
preferred to wear the former for good_reaons.
1 obseried one day at Baden Baden the Emperoe
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from Lord D. and D., that this version, is ab-
solutely correct. He says that, coming from

-Newmarket, Thomas 2ud Lord Wilton, well

1{nown as an Author of Hymns; the hero of
The Tommiad, by Lord Winchilsea; told him

. among other stories about the Duke, with whom
he .was very intimate, what really oceumrred.

The Duke was having his portrait painted, a
practice he disliked, but submitted to. On one

“occasion he said “They have painted me in

every attitude; except standing on my head”.
The painter was Pickersgill. Finding the Duke
getting rather drowsy under the operation, he
wished to excite his attention; and thus give
some expression to his face. He succeeded
only too well. Pickersgill said “I have often
wished to ask your Grace a question”., The
Duke was far too prudent to say “What is it?”.
Pickersgill then said “ Were you really surprised
at Waterloo or not?”. The Duke instantly.
replied “No! but I am now”. I am not sure
that Lord Wilton was not at Walmer at the
time: he was frequently the Duke’s guest at

the Castle.

. On one oceasion at Walmer the Duke found
himself in an embarrassing position; but even
here his mental resources did not fail him. He
found himself shut into a very small room indecd:
and, by an accident to the bolt, he failed to

“open the door. This very small room had a
.very small window, through which it was pos-

sible to see horizontally ; but, from the thickuess
of ‘the castle wall, not vertically. Few would,
I think, have known what to do. It would

¥
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1ot have been well for the Duhe to rouse the
ne\gh\)ou:hood by shouts for those shouts would
have reverb:\'ated throughout the awized world,
and every sort of story of Jiness 0 deat
would have arculated The Duke retaned the
same calmness 25 he dd 0 battle Qpposite to
the window was a tower deeply covered wit
wy 1o s vy the Duke hd obscrsed that
starlings were 10 the habit of mnesthng He
accordmgly wated nd 1O ooner did the httle
birds fly out 02 mae that the Duhe concluded
that some human bemny was passg He then
called out and was hber wed

On the memor 1ble oceasion of the Duke s nde
through 1ondon oD the 18th of June 1837 he
find been o the Mint oo i, retorn he wished
to visit OIF Chartes W etherall Mm Lincoln s Inn
The Laberal Partv i 1.ondon Iad got scent of

put 1 may et hat the gentleman mna

g, who helped t0 protect fum m Last Haolborn,

and who dlsnppeared without gIvIng the Duke

s name OF address when e arnved at Lancoln s

Inn,was altimately know? 1 he Duke made every
fins

sent lus card D to the Duke at Apsled House »
and the latter sww b The Duke sked um
Wwhat Ins business was and be rephied U at s
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at seeing him; and asked if it were possible
for him to be of any use to the stranger. The
latter replied that he had a very small favour
to ask on behalf of some individual, which the
Duke instantly granted; and expressed his regret
that the favour asked for was not greater. On
the day in question, after leaving Lincoln’s Inn
he proceeded along the Strand, and Pall Mall.
When passing the United Service Club, the
windows of which were, of course, lined with
members, the Duke looked straight between his
horse’s ears. I had this from Lord St Germans,
who happened to meet him. He turned his horse,
and rode with the Duke through the Park gates
near Stafford House, and up Constitution Hill,
the mob at the same time rushing across the
Green Park, in order to intercept him at his
own door. The Duke said but little on the road:
but passing through the crowd, which he did
without the slightest hesitation, when the door
of his house was reached, he touched his hat
to Lord St Germans; and quictly said “An
odd day to choose!” (Waterloo day). “Good
morning.”

The Duke would not have the windows of
Apsley House repaired; he had iron shutlers
placed; the interior window being at night
covered with large plate-glass sliding mirrors.
He felt, no doubt, that his house might at any
time be atlacked ; and that these shutters would
be a goond protection: but the reason for not
mending the windows was not, I belicve, due
to his wishing to kecp them as a memorial of
this atrocious outrage; bul because the Duke
held that, in eases of public riot, the “ Hundred’
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was bound to mike good the loss Tamliwr, as
he wis, with the lustory of the ‘Great Book |,
he may on that aftcrnoon have thought of One
who was reeuned with the wildest shouts of
“Hosanu1h to the Son of Daid  and, a little
later was surrounded by the same vile wretches
crying “Cruafy him ¢ Crucify Jum !

Some ycars afterwards, when the Dule wasat
the heght of populanty, 1 great crowd wuted
m Piceadills , and gvie him a tremendous ovation
on s return home lhe Duke took not the
shightest notice of thewr chcening, but, just
previously to entering his gates, he pornted with
his night hand ealmly to the sron shutters e
then took us hat off with a mochen of grmititude,
and entered his house

I saw, after tus death, the sindows being
mended every panc without exeeption on the
Piccadilly side was smashed

A nbbon and medal wcre ginen eventually to
the survivors of the Pentnsular Var, after too
many brave men had passed away I observed
that the Duke wore the second nbbon, wlneh
differed very shghtly from that given for Waterloo,
attached also to the Waterloo medal one bnght
the other fided

The Duke was mindful of the oith which he
had taken when made a hmght of the Garter,
always to have some msigma on his persen In
this as in other tlungs, he was a lover of truth

The popular idea that the only civihians whe
have a nght to hoist the *Union™ flag over their
house are Lords Licutenant of Countes, 1 a
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mistakie.  Kaights of the Garter have the right;
no doubl as the sequence of the permission to
hoist the white banner of St George, before the
‘Union’ flag was invented,

The Duke recened, almost without exception,
the first class of cvery Furopean Order. The
principal ones, the Golden Fleeee of Spain, the
St Faprit of Franee, St Andrew of Russia, the
Black Fagle of Prussia, the Elephant of Denmark,
he had no dilicolty. of course in diseriminating ;
but when it eame to the minor States, he was
somebimies puszied. On one  occasion, being
awked to meet at dmner at Windsor Castle a
second  elass Crowned  Head, the Duke, who
carricd his orders with him in a lined box, could
not recollect, amung ~o many, which was the
Grand Cross of the particnlar Sovereign.  Accord-
ingly he desired s servant to consult the valet
of the distngushed perconage in question.
Either by the maladroitness of the Duke's ser-
vant. or more probably of the servant of the
forcipn Prince, the Duke’s drawer of Orders was
carried up to the Iatter; no doubt to his disgust.

The Duke being asked whether he found
much advantage in being a great man, and
having a completely  acknowledged position,
besides his wealth, and political power, said
“Yes; I ean afford to do without servants: I
always brush my own clothes: and if 1 were
strong enough, I would black my own boots.”

I have avoided, aud shall avoid going inte
the question of the Duke's political career. The
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first Soldier, and the first Diplomatist 1n Europe,
he knew hittle of home politics, and he hnew
that he knew httle Circumstances, the pnneipal
of which was his high, unblemished character
for honesty, forced him into 1 position for which
he hnew that he was unfit The seven best
years of lis life, when Stitcsmen ire learming,
or ought to be lkarming therr duties, were
passed 1n the campaigns of Portugal and Span
and no one can have felt more acutehy than
the Duhe how this absence of apprenticeshmip
had unfitted him for hiv subsequent pohitical
career He said so repeatedly and he felt 1t
There are silly and shallow people who have
said that the first dozen men passing through
Temple Bar would mke so good Cabinet Mms-
ters as any others. Nothing more senseless ever
came from human hps It has been sud that
nothing more 15 required then Good Sense
Good sense 1s, of course, required m every art
No man can punt a picture without good sense
No man can amputate a hmb without good sense
The total absence of this quality from the minds
of those who utter such I'waddle 1s wonderful

What 15 required to be a Cabmnet Minister?
1t 1s Good Sense plus Experience to suppose
for @ moment thit a man of fifty can suddenly
take up a science, and become master of what
requires a hifetime of observation, and an excep-
tional intellect, 15 absurd

With our extremely complicated political
system; with the endless variety, and constantly
shifting opmion of the Houses of Pathament,
who can possibly be of use, unless he has com-
menced his career at an eatly age? Find your
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wost senable frend: sk him i he will go to
St Grorse's Hogutal, and cul off a man's leg.
Would not vour trnd laugh in vour face? Find
mother sonable frend, and a<d him o paint an
wi pretare for the Padudntion nest vear: wonld
ot be do the <came® Yol an Art and Seience
vineh regire more Gentus than all the rest
put togcther, we have been serouslv todd that
the first man we meet in the street is as rood

as any other and that any man of fiftv, who
oot an abeolute fodd, can govern a Kmgdom.

We all hnow Buron's rong
tritima adl are roady miad

If this <arcasm apphies to Crtieism, pessibly, in
s Jotiest sepsser a higher art than Art itself]
it ds ten timis more appheable to the mental

comdition of a Stateanan.
The Duhe spoke of the Reform Act of 1852,
as a  Revolution i dae course ot law.”

One of the most anteresting sights 1 osaw
witle at Itan, was the Review of the Household
Brgade, and Artilless, and one Regiment of the
Line, given by the Duhe for the Emperor
Nicholas i Wandsor Park.

The review took place on the Eastern side
of Queen Anne's rde: the weather was perfect.
A very large Stafl, and avast number of Qtficers,
Lords-Livutenant, and  others. were present
The Life Guards, and Guard-. looked, as usual.
splendid. The Emperor had especially insisted
upon secing a Regiment of the Lme. «such as
tho-e with which you win vour battlesin India’
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A dingly the 47th R wis paraded
It being soon after Montem, the last, we Fifth
Form boys wore our scarlet cotts

The Emperor was dressed in a darh green
umform, tiousers of nankeen, his boots round
at the toes, blach helmet, and cunass, and gold
epaulettes He rodevery short His features were
different from those of the Emperor Alexander,
whose portraits had a retrousse nose, and a rather
mnsigmhcant fice The Lmperor Nicholas had a
fine Greeh face Lverything possible was done
to receive hum with exeeptional honour The
hrghts of the Garter, and other Orders, wore
therr rbbons, and, what I have never seen
before nor since, Lord Combermere and Lord
Anglesey wore the Stars of the Bath and Garter
respectively, serewed to the curasses winch they
wore as Colonels of the Ist Life Guards and
Blues One inerdent occurred which brought
down great vituperation upon the Prime Minster
When the Review was about half wav through,
Sir Robert Peel, who was then at the nadir of
unpopulanty m relation to his political conduct,
cantered up into the mudst of the large and
brlhant group of umforms, in plam clothes He
rode a handsome chestnut horse , and was dressed
m a loose blue frock coat, yellow warstcoat, and
drab trousers  He at once rode up to the Emperor
N\icholas, made lum a low bow, and, on the
Emperor extendg lis nght hand, hissed it.
I may mention here that the Emperor drose
through Eton on his way from Slough to Windsor
Castle a few days before, while we were 1n
three o'clock school The false report spread
that he was coming, and we wer wed to
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vish out to see hon It turmed out to be only
the King of Saxony. for whom the boys, by
comp ron, expressed great contempt. However
a hitle Liter the Emperor passed. e was sitting
1w one o Dotesas’s britshas; alone; and on the
clge of the weat He struck me as a singularly
hndune man, svery tall; with very broud
shoalders : but not very well-bred. Being always
wm undorm, and holdmg himself square, no doubt
gove lum s appearanee [ beheve that it has
alway s been rechoned the pnde of the British
otheer that, whon out of wmform, no one should
t.he i tor a ~oldier

I recolleet that an afernoon chureh at Eton
on the dav of the Restew o somewhat novel
efleet o musie occuirod The beaatiful anthem
floly, oty was bemg sung in the chapel of
Eton, and one of the chonsters, named Foster,
who had an extraondinary alto voice, was giving
a very Tuuh and prolonged sote At that instant
a battalion of the Guards returmng from the
leview crossed  Barnes Pool Bridee: the Band
struech up, as at was bound to do when leaving
@ tosn, * The el ket belind me.” Anything
wo extraordinary  as the effeet of the music
reverberating  through the chapel T have never

heard before nor smee

The Dukle remembered no doubt what was
wnd to him who consulted the oracle at Delphi
as to how to achieve Immortality. “Go” said
the Oracle, *and kil One already Immortal™
We know that he took the Oracle at its word;
and murdered Phnlip of Macedon.

Neither Napoleon. nor the Duke of Wellington,
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ever allowed anyone to shave them The Duke
performed this delicate operation with consum
mate shill but declared that he never could
get his servants to Keep his razors m order
He was i the halit of tahing t number of
them at a tume to 1 httle cellnt subsequently
a newspaper shop in Piccadilly close to the
Burlington Arcade he wuted while they were
sharpened

Charles II showed Ins astuteness onone occasion
when lus barber was at work on his head Thiswas
at a time when full bottomed wigs wereworn The
barber who was no doubt ltke his master fond
of a joke, sad, -

“I have often

got your Majes!

and smd good humomedly, but decismvely “ You
shall never shave me agun  there 15 trenson 1n
the thought

Bnlliant as were the abilities of the Duke, he,
ke other great men could not talk twaddle
He found no difficulty 1n speaking to clnldren
whose nawe manners, and ongmnality of thought
delighted him, but the wretched trash talked
by grown up children was to him intolerable
The story 1s well known of hus saying “I have
no small talk, and Peel no manners

We cannot fancy the Duke asking, even in
a railway carnge, “Have jou seen Salvim?
nor ¢ Do yjou admire Mrs Langtry?

The Dule s whole n:ture was practical
of considering, and theonz,
garments, belts, etc worn
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The 2nd Duke told me the tollonmg stmy
m relation to the horse whow nae willnover
die ‘Copenbgen The Dufe gmy o fong
price for lam I sk thie hudhicd ) unds
He was a hollow backed powettud hoase  Son
years after the 1st Duke s doath wn ol seonvant
who had served the faunhy tn woy year
cwme to lnm He produced sone Uy wiapped
up in Lhe Lwmes newspaipir md with ey
tation, sad “My lord } bihove tha 1 bt
not hve very long 1 Buwe <o to phe m
your Grace s hands what bulongs to von F
Duke niturally asked, with rowe stipise whint
thrs could bo Jhe old man than nln\\b oo}
out of the pweed a horscw hoof  fic it
“My Lord, when Copenlingon wis huried
(near Strathfieldsaye Eousc) “f cut off one of
Tus hoofs  Nonc of us mmagned Ut i Duke
would troublc s hed about the hody of the
horse but he walked down, and saw him burivd
He anstantly noticed thit the hoof was goye
He was 10 a most tarnble prassion, nnd no one
dared to tell lim what hed heppened ) hoe
Lept the hoof carefully ¢ver since  and now
gne at back to your Gru 1 fase often
heard when i the st Lafe Guards, dining at
St James s Palace, regret exprovsed thit, wher.
as the hoof of Napoleon s horwe ¢ Marengn’ vas
vsed there daly ay a sruff bax, the hoof of
“Copenharzen could not be placrd beside §t,

T bave sad that the Dobe shaved fumulf
Here 1, anotber remarkalle ndication of the
£00d semse whieh 071 hon thet j
bed ahwars Lesn 81 e butt of

«
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vemined the objeet of the less cowardly assassin,
An Oflicer in the Regiment quartered in the
neighbourhoud, walked to Walmer Castle soon
after the Duke's death, e asked his servant
whether hie could spare any article, however
inagnificant, of the Duke. ™ The servant said
“There are a lol of umbrellas in that corner;
it vou hke, vou can have one of them”, The
Otheer took  up one of the umbrellas, and
endessaured to open at. To his surprise  he
drew out a sword. He pomted this out: the
sersant replied <O, yes; there is a sword in
every umbrella”™. T, no doubt, would have
given the Duke a chance, who walked about
London, and elsewhere, absolutely unattended,
had he been attacked.

The Dobe bemng ashed how it was that he had
siecceded o beatmg Napoleow’s Marshals, one
after another, said = I will tell you. They planned
their  eampmigns just as vou might make a
splendid set of harness. 1t Jooks very well; and
anssers very well; until it gets broken; and
then you are done for. Now I made my cam-
paigns of ropes I anmything went wrong, 1
tievd a hnot; and went on”™

When asked what was the best test of a great
general, he veplied To know when to retreat;
and to dare to do it.”

Two friends upon whom I could rely, both
Genernl Officers, told me that, on separate oc-
casions, they heard the Duke say this. He
rarely spoke about Waterloo: but they heard
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enter Irnce 1he Lmperor Alexander turned
to the Duke of Wdllngton, and, placing i
hand upon s shoulder, sud “C est pour vouy
encore sausver le monde

I have hewd from wany who were in public
life at the time that the Dukes position after
Waterloo was not nearly so gcat as that winch
he subsequently attamed  He was then looked
upon as 1 bnlhantly successful General The
facty, which pliecd him so Ingh as a diplomatist,
were not then hnown [ord Castlerergh over
shidowmg hwn 1l fume, and reputabtion, m
the minds of thosc whose good opimon 15 lonc
worth having, rose steadily  Lvery year of his hifc
ncrewed s apprecation by wwe, wmd honowr
able, men

Two great officers are appomted for specia)
oceasions only  ‘Lhese are the Lord High Con
stable, and Lord High Steward of the hangdom
On the occasion of the Coronation of George IV
the Dule was nominated to the function of Lord
High Constable On either side of the Chumpon
of Lngland, and adding greatly to the splendour
of the function, were the Loid High Constable,
and the Deputy Larl Marshal When the Cham.
pon enters W estminster Hall, durmng the banquet,
he ndes betneen these two Great Officers from
the prinaipal door up to the King's table, the
King bewng seated under the window at the
farther end” After the customary challenge made
by the Kings Champion to anyone who should
dispute thenght of the Monarch, and the throwing
down of the glove, the King drinks to the health
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of tI?e Champion in u goblet of gold, which he
there and then presents to him. This being
done, it is the duty of the Champion, the Lord
High Constable, and the Earl Marshal to rein
their horses backwards, until their exit at the
door by which they entered from Palace Yard.

"The Duke, with his practical good-sense, antici-
pating the scene of tumultuous enthusiasm which
was certain to occur, took care to, obtain for the
occasion a well-trained steed from the establish-
ment across the river, since known as Astley’s.
Accordingly, an animal of handsome appearance,
and dignified demeanour, was selected: and, a
backward movement being unusual to horses, the
steed upon whom so much honour was conferred
was carefully drilled day after day for some weeks
to move in an inverse direction round the Circus.
In time he became quite perfect; and equally
ingensible to the efforts made by persons em-
ployed to disturb his equanimity. No amount
of cheering, nor throwing up of hats, nor noises
of any kind induced the animal to swerve from
his backward path.

The great day arrived. The King was in his
seat. The Peers, and Peeresses, and everything
that was great in the Kingdom bad found their
proper locality in Westminster Hall; the noble
building raised by William Rufus (for his bed-
room). The great doors were thrown open;
and ‘a sight which eclipsed all other sights
enchanted the spectators. The Champion of
England in brillant armour entered between his
supporters. Nothing could be more imposing.

The Hero of Waterloo wearing his Coronation
Robes, his Ducal Coronet placed rather forward



FHE DURE 33

on his brow, and beanng 1 his rght hand the
baton of a Field Marshal, bestrode with great
dignity lus noble steed duly capansoned for
the occasion. The sight was wresstible  The
Peers, Peeresses, and commoners rose to thewr
feet a wild burst of cheening echoed through
that vast, and preturesque roof Vhat was the
horror of the spectators what was the dismay
of the Sovereign and what must have been
the feelings even of that iron soul, that had
confronted death in every shape unmoved when
the intelbgent ammal which be rode assumng
that the nowse was the prelmmnary to his turning
round, as he bad been tramed to do nstantly
did this and advanced towards the Sovereign
with Ins head pomting to the door by which
he hid entered W estmunster Hall As cluldren
sy at the end of a good story, What dd
they do then?  Some of those m attendance
with great difficulty succeeded, to use a sailors
expression 1n ‘slewmng  the ammal round, and
possbly by dint of holding the bndle, and
caresses, enabled the great Duke to approach
George the Magnificent, mn a2 decorous, and
digmified manner

My father, who was page to the Lord High
Steward, was present on this occaston, and
Lord Lucan, who only died m the automn
of 88, told me that he walked up Westmunster
Hall with hum, he Lord Lucan bemg page
to Lord Landerdile carrymng the Great Banner
of Scotland

It has been sad of George IV that he ashed
Sir Walter Scott pomtedly whether he was the
3
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zuthor of Hererley o- not. Geo rge IV wous
mech foo veﬂ-brt—d 2 mzn o do. qm'thm'-‘ o’
the sori. What 1 have heard hap pened was
this. At the Hime, when i* was almost onivess-
aliv known who the Author in guestion was,
Geo:ge IV, &t 2 dinner at Cariton Home. Ioa.unf'
2t Sir Walter Scott, said “Mr Scoit: I drink
to the zuthor of Har reriey ™. Scoti replied <1
will t2ke care that your Poml I.Lvhnesu toast
is conveved to the Awthor”. This. no doubt,
originated the silly, and slanderons storr.

The Duke was racHeal philosopher of the
best sort. He va hmz:eh ‘:‘.h =t he had been
slandered from his bovhood : but no amount of
Calumny ever indeced him to swerve from the
siraight, and wise path. Of a far gentler nator
then Freden L the Great, he partook of some of
his quslities. Frederick, riding one day with his
a.de«de~camn.sa 2 crowd, coneciedmabv-c‘fce.

of Berlin, doing their best to read a placard posted

th& bevond their sight. The Ring enguired
what i was. His a;de—ue«::mn renLed <A
scurriloas poster against your Majesty . - “Oh”
said Frederick. <have it b‘omht Jower down at
once: they cemmot read it where it it When
Voltzire wrote to him. threatening all sorts of
dizclosares. he at once pnt his letter into the

OfFcial Gazette

Stayving at Knebworth with the late Lod
L.“on we drove thence io Lord Salisbury's
house at Haifield. In the dzmnmroom are two
porireits: zt one end that of ‘Chazles XIiI of
Sweden, at the other that of the Duke. I said
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to Lord Lytton “If I were Lord Silishuiy, I
should wnte under that portrait (Charles XII)

A frame of adamant, & soul of fire,
No dangers daunt him, and no laboars tire

and, under this (of the Duke),

He rose
Without one thought that Honour conld oppose.”

Lord Lytton seemed dehighted and said “You
have improved my hnes jyou will sce that [
shall alter them’

I cannot resist to insert, although they are, or
ought to be, fanuhiwr to every one, the beautiful
description given by the 1st Lord Lytton of the
Duke of Wellhngton i The \en Timon

S e - . ew

And the close Bparta of a mind unmored "
e

Warm 1f his blood he rewsons whilo he glows

Adzuts the Pleasare ne er tho Tolly Laows

If for our Mars his share had Valean set

Heo had won the Venus, bat escaped the net
» e

Ve Ll f e ha Al amoee 1 3
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author of Waverley or not. George IV was
much too well-bred a man to do anything of
the sort. What I have heard happened was
this. At the time, when it was almost univers-
ally known who the Author in question was,
George IV, at a dinner at Carlton House, looking
at Sir Walter Scott, said “Mr Scott: I drink
to the author of Waverley”. Scott replied “I -
will take care that your Royal Highness’s toast
is conveyed to the Author”. This, no doubt,
originated the silly, and slanderous story.

The Duke was a practical philosopher of the
best sort. He says himself that he had been
slandered from his boyhood; but no amount of
Calumny ever induced him to swerve from the
straight, and wise path. Of a far gentler nature
than Frederick the Great, he partook of some of
his qualities. Frederick, riding one day with his
aide-de-camp,saw a crowd, collected in a by-street
of Berlin, doing their best to read a placard posted
rather beyond their sight. The King enquired
what it was. His aide-de-camp replied “A
scurrilous poster against your Majesty”. = “Oh”
said Frederick, “have it brought lower down at
once: they cannot read it where it is”. When
Voltaire wrote to him, threatening all sorts of
disclosures, he at once put his letter into the
Official Gazette.

Staying at Knebworth with the late Lord
Lytton, we drove thence to Lord Salisbury’s
house at Hatfield. In the dining-room arc two
portraits: at one end that of Charles XII of
Sweden, at the other that of the Duke. I said
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to Lord Lytton “If I were Lord Salisbmy, I
should wnte under that portrawt (Charles XJI)

A frame of a@amant a soul of fire
No dapgers dannt him  and ne labours ure

and, under this (of the Duke),

He rose
Without one thought that Honour could oppose.

Lord Lytton seemed delighted and said “You
have improved my lines you will see that 1
shall alter them

I cannot resist to msett, although they are, o
ought to be, famihiar to every one, the beautiful
description given by the 1st Lord Lytton of the
Duke of Wellington m The Nen Timon

Next with loose rein and careless canter view

Our Man of men, the Princo of Waterloo

Oer the firm brow the hat as firmly prest

The firm shape rigid 1 the buttoned vest

Withn, the 1ron which the fire has proved

And the close Sparta of a mnd unmoved!
..

Warm 1€ his blood, he reasons while he glows

Admits the Pleasure ne er the Folly hnons

If for our Mars s snare had Valean set

He had won the Venus, but escaped the neb
. s

Yet oh! how few ks faults how pure Ius mind
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. I asked ILord Lytton;. on the’ same day,
"whether some lines  that T’ had found many
years before, when staying at Hatfield House,
in a scrap-book, on thé “Amorino’ in the Vatican,
were not written by him. He told me that
they were not: but my recollection of the style,
and particularly of the handwriting, induced me
to suppose that he had written them ; -and for-
gotten the fact.

The Duke was pethaps the only great man
we read of, who was perfectly neat in,his dress.
He was known in Spain as *The Dandy’; not
as a ferm of deterioration: he was conspicuous,
at a time when the British Army was not well
dressed, for the careful manner in which he
wore his clothes. I never remember to have
seen him, in the morning, nor in evening Society,
but what he was a model of good taste in this.
respect. I must not be understood to say that
there was anything made up, or, as the French
would say, ‘apprété’. He had the perfection of
art; for whether dressed as soldier or civth}ﬂ,
he looked as if his clothes naturally. fitted him
well, if T may use the term. In later years he
almost invariably wore a garment, then novgl, and
. known as a <Paletot”, single-breasted, straightly

cut, and reaching to his knees; with a narrow,
turn-down, collar of the same material as the
coat; and buttoned rather high wp. His hat
always with a very clean lining of pale yellow
leather, had a narrow brim, trousers usually of
greys or “Oxford mixture’, as it was called;
and his boots oy shoes well shaped, and well
blacked; he always carried two cambric pocket-
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handkerchiefs On the 1st of AMay on winch
day all soldiers 1 umform had to wear white
trousers, the Duke so appeired supplementing
them no doubt, by very tinch drawers In the
eveming he wore, usually, a blue tailed coat, with
velvet collar, and handsome gilt pn buttons
sometimes a white waustcoat sometimes a black
one On great occasions black breeches, blach
silk stockings and Luchled shoes, of course with
the ‘Garter’ below the left knee On ordwary
occasions, and m cold weather, biich cloth pan
taloons, with the ‘Garter tied over them, blich
silk stockings, shown at the ankle and shoe
stnngs

The Duke invanably wore, escept m the
presence of a Foreygn Sovereign, or at a Foreign
Fmbassy, across his wusteoat, only the Garter
nbbon, the Star of the Garter on the left
breast of lus coit the Golden Fleece of Spam,
with its red nbbon pendent from Ius néck, the

Tleece 1tself lymg upon the blue ribbon of
the Garter The Dule was much too smart a
man to wear s ‘ George upon tis tiagh  The
“George could only just be percewved above
Ins nght lup  The Golden Fleece was beheved
to be the one thit had been womn by the
Frperor Charles V, and to have been gven
him 15 a special honour The Dake wore round
s nech 1 pecubiar eravat, not easy to deseribe
The white cambme was 1 numerous folds in
front, without a bow or tie, and was fastened
mto a bioad buchle, severil inches deep, at the
back of lis neck  His silvery hair was combed
forward I have frequently seen hum standing
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ina ball-room ; looking on with , kind smile;
cvidently pleased at seeing others happy ; speak-
ing cordially to those who addressed him; and
certainly, to the last, in the fullest possession
of his pereeptive faculties. At his own house
he played the host well; even at his great age
showing a rea] knowledge of the individual ;
and a wish to please him or her,

Pestered as he must have been all his life,
with attentions, many of them insincere, he
hever showed in his manner consciousness of the
annoyance,

His was a face that would have been picked
out of thousands by anyone who had read of
him; and knew his history; and his marvellons
exploits.

I never remember to have seen anyone who
surpassed him in thoroughly well-bred demeanour.
With perfeet dignity, his manner was gentle
in the estreme, At the same time, I cannot
imagine Impertinence itself venturing to take
the slightest liberty with him.

uring the last few years of his life his look
Wwas certainly senile; not that his mind was in
any degree affected; but, from being partially
deaf, having lost many years before, the use of
one ear from the aceident of a cannon being
discharged close to bim, this ailment, no doubt,
gave him occasionally a vacant look. )

here was one man, and only one man,
speaking the English language, who dared to
utter a vile sneer.

I blot not my page with his name,
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With infamous taste, which brought down
upon him the contempt of everyone whose opt
mon was worth having he quoted publicly, 1n
allusion to the Duke, Johnson s well known line

Down Martborough s cheeks the tears of dotage flow

This was absolutely false 1 know well those
who had intimate relations with the Dulke to
the last he wmas as acute at his extreme old
age as he had eser been

The following occurred when Loid Derby s
Gosernment was formed m 1802 very shortly
before the Dukes death A st of the new
Government was read to lum  he being at the
time Commander 1 Chief Listening carefully,
he observed that the Secretary of War, wn those
dass 1 subordinate officer, had been omitted
from the list read out. He asked “Who 15
Secretary at War®  The answer given with
hesitation  was ¢ Beresford , thus bemg the
notorious W& B, a nowsy and foolish Inshman
The Duke, who did not consider such an appomt
ment posaible, thought 1t was s old inend,
Marshal Viscount Beresford, and quietly re
marked ¢ A very old man'

The Duke asked who was Colomal Mimster,
the Secretary for War at that time being also
Minster for the Colomes The reply was ¢ Paking-
ton  “Who? sud the Duke m a loud voree
“Palangton, Sir John Palington®  «Never
heard of the gentleman' sud the Duke

Two waedents that occurred in S Jobhn's
Naval career always charmed me Sir
a viait to one of the Queens fir ©
at Spithead  He w19 nestennan
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in a ball-room; Jooking on with a kind smile;
cvidently pleased at seeing others happy ; speak-
ing cordially to those who addressed him; and
certainly, to the last, in the fullest possession
of his perceptive faculties. At his own house
he played the host well; even at his great age
showing a real knowledge of the individual;
and a wish to please him or her.

Pestered as he must have been all his life,
with attentions, many of them insincere, he
never showed in his manner consciousness of the
:mnoy:mcc.

His was a face that would have been picked
out of thousands by anyone who had read of
him; and knew his history; and his marvellous
exploits.

I never remember to have seen anyone who
surpassed him in thoroughly well-bred demeanour.
With perfect dignity, his manner was gentle
in the extreme. At the same time, 1 cannot
imagine Impertinence itself venturing to take
the slightest liberty with him. '

During the last few years of his life his look
was certainly senile; not that his mind was in
any degree affected; but, from being partially
deaf, having lost many years before, the use of
one car from the accident of a cannon being
discharged close to him, this ailment, no doubt,
gave him occasionally a vacant look.

There was one man, and only one man,
speaking the English language, who dared to
.utter a vile sneer:

I blot not my page with his name.
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With infamons taste, which broaght dwn
upon him the contempt of evervone whwe op
mon was worth hiviig he quoted pallicly wm
allusion to the Dule, John-on s well known ine

Down Marlborough s cheeks the tears of 1 tage il w

This was absolutely fil e 1 know well those
who had mtimate relations wath the Duke to
the last he was s acute st his extrome old
age as he had ever been

The followmng occurred when Lowd Daln <
Government was fimed i 15, very shortly
before the Dukes death A It of the new
Government was read to lum he being at the
time Commander in Chief  Intemng earefully,
he observed that the Scerctary af Wai, in thos
days 1 subordinate otheer, had beon owitted
from the hst read out e nmhed “Who i
Secretary at War?  Lhc answer, ghen with
hesitation  was ¢ Beresford  this being the
nofouous W B, < nowy and foolslt frlshiman
The Duke, who did not consider such an appoint
ment possible, thought 1t was his old {riend,
Marshal Viscount Betesford, and quictly r
maithed “A very old mm!

The Duke ashed who was Colonial Minkster,
the Secretary for War at that thne belng also
Mimster for the Colonics 1he reply was # Paking-
ton  “Who? sud the Duke in a loud voler
“Pakington, Sir Jolin DPakington  “Never
heard of the gentlemm! said the Duke

Two incidents that occurred in Sir Joha s
Maval carcer always charmed me  Sir John pal{
a visit to one of the Qucen s finest shipy l’v(n;i
at Spithead He was accompanicd by the Nava
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Lords of the Admiralty, of which he was then
First Lord: and other.

Walking round the Ship in a solemmn manner,
with the Captan, he overheard a Naval Lord
mmediately belind hun say to the First Licu-
tenant of the lup T obeerve your yards are not
«o quare as they meht be’. On leaving the
~bip. immediately before deseending to his boat,
while the Mannes presented anus. Sir John
turned to the Captan, and. after some graceful
comphments as to the condition of his ship,
added 1n a ~tage whisper « There is one thing
I obsenve. Captain - | the only thing that I can
erttierse: and that v that vour vards are not
perfectly square.”

Whether the Captaun was astounded by this
technieal knowledye: or whether he was sharp
enough to read Sir Johin, History does not record.

This, however, was pothing to what tollowed.
[t 1 the custom, 1t appears. when the Lords
of the Admmlty viat o Maneof-War, or are in
any boat comeying tham i thar official capa-
erty. for the Diest Lord to <teer the boat. Admiral
Lord Hardwiche, a4 rourh and tough old salt,
known 1 the Navy o~ *Old Blowhard . and the
Juntor Londs of the Admmalty. were m the
boat; which was propelled with great velocity
from Spithead to Portsmouth by a number of
<tabwart oarsmen. Al went well while they
were in the open <ca. wineh was smooth: but
Sir John, whose hnowledge of boat> was con-
fined to those on a rmver. steering on the ocea-
sion in question. and wishing to do everything
‘secundum artem’. at each stroke of the oars
bent forward: as may be -een every day on
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the Thames No one mterfered with him, and,

as I have sad, all went well until they ap

proached the landing staws The most awful
catastrophe then ensued Sir John, instead of
gwving the word, or sts Naval equivalent, to
‘back water , wishing to do the thing conectly,
saudl ‘Oars up’ or ‘Oars m  His ignorance
of dynamics at once showed itself The prow
of the boat struch the piles of the landing stage
with fearful force, and the Loids of the Adom

ralty, and half the erew, with Sir John Paking-
ton on the top of them, were precipifated into
the bottom of the boat I have been told that
Lord Hardwicke's language was dreadful beyond
behef The pent up rage of the fine old seaman,
who hid been watching this landsman playing
his antics during the day, farrly boiled over at thes
hideous diaster Nothing n the History of Naval
Objurgation had been heard ke lus expressions

Nothing m the Dukes lfe shows his lofty
sense of honour more than m relation to s
Marniage Some years before his return to Eng-
land from India, he had engaged humself to a
relation, the daughter of Lord Longford Duning
Iis absence the lady had the musfortune, a
common one in these days, to catch the small-
pox, and was tembly disfigmed by it, <o
much so that the Duke did not 1ecogmize
her when he met her i Society on his return
The lady with true nobleness of character,
wrote to him teling hun that she considered
un under the crcumstinces of her disfigure-
ment absolutely free from his enoarvement
Years may possibly have dimmshed s attack
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ment: and I have never heard that it was
exceptionally strong. The Duke, however, felt
that “in hiv position, Jooked up to as he was,
av an example of what was right, the fact of
his breaking off the marriage, even with the
full sanetion of his intended wife, would have
a very bad effeet. Numerous officers in  his
avrmy were, possibly, similarly, or nearly similarly,
placed : and, had he set the example, no doubt
in wmany plices engagements of a serious kind
would hiave been broken, He accordingly married
the lady; who was a most excellent person in

etery respeet,

‘The physical exhaustion which the Duke had
o endure in Spain wonld have broken down
the health of a man of less strength.  For the
first three years he never slept out of his
clothes; the hardships of his life could hardly
have been surpassed.

He always said ©The worst house is better
than the best tent.”

The food in Spain, which even in quiet times
is very bad. must have been execrable during
his campaign.

The Duke felt that all vested upon him: that
he was the first: and the rest nowhere: and
that on his mind and, to use his own term,
his ¢iron hand’ everything depended.  Worried
by the “Juntas' of Portugal. and Spain: with
the overwhelming respousibility in relation, not
only to his army but to theirs: surrounded by
Jealousy, Envy, and t* xdinate, Malignity,
it seems marvellous - san being could
lives and preserve hapatred.

#

s
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characterized him. The Nonappreciation, the Mis-
construction, the Slander of which he was perpetu-
ally the object, not only fell harmless from him:
it did not embitter him. Many and many a man,
however strong his powers of enduranee, must have
ha the character of hiv dispesition changed by
such undeserved, and envenomed animosity ; but
no amount of mjury that was inflicted upon him
in this manner changed his noble nature. His
kindness aof heart, his extreme benevolence to
evervone who sought his assistance, of whatever
hind, were not Lo he surpassed. ’

Some oficer bemng mentioned to him as being
mvarably *in the thick® of cevery fray that took
place, and this officer being recommended to
him for Command, the Duke quictly said “I
prefer to appomt an Officer to an independent
command, who keeps out ‘of the thick of it"”;
knowing, of course, that an officer could not
very well supenutend a fight, if he engaged in
single combat with one of the enemy.

For & man <o clear-wighted as the Duke, }ife
could not have offered wany enjoyments.  Few
illusions could have haunted his steady brain:
the Chapter of Mankmd to all men of acute
mental sight 1« a <ad one. Horace Walpole
tells us that * Lite 15 a Comedy to those who
think; a Tragedy to those who feel™ The
Duke probably endeavoured to treat it, more
or less, as the former. \

To suppose that because he was firm he was
hard is the shallowest of blunders. Like Qut-
alissi, in Campbell’s beautiful Poem,
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wes tho ovk camitbered on the rock
%; ‘:wrms shove and berrenness helow,
He scorned lus p#n who felt soother s woo

%

story 15 well known of the Commissary
wl;l;hccameryto the Duke to complain of the
General of I, Division This was attnbuted to
Pueton [ have taken the trouble to ascertam
that 1t was of Craufurd of whom the officer
spobe  He sad to the Duke * General Craufund,
my Loud, says that if the prouisions for tus
Distsion are not ready mm time, he will hang me
What do you advise me to do*>  The Duhe
calmly replied #T strongly aduse you to obtan
them, General Craufurd, I cbserve, keeps hes
word

Nothing redounded more to the credit of
that much abused monarch, George I\, than
tus consistent, and perswstent regard for the Puke
of Wellington. 1 heheve that the hing's frnend
ship for hurm wis perfectly genumne 1he Dule,
when out of humour, occanonally sneered at
him bt Geowge 1V, througheut his whole
conduet, from the beginmng of the War to hss
List hour, 1nvanably showed his respect for the
Duke of Wellngion There was no jealons
towards hum, as nas the case,  is to be feat ),
between the previeus Monarch 2nd Lord Nelson
From the first moment that the Prince Regent
:glot the opportunity of rewarding the Duke, he

d 5o most liberally, and heaped Honours,
Ditles, and Wealth wpon Ins most desemn;;
subject  He seems to have been never 5o much
peased as when he was gwing the Duke
woroething more and 2t 15 epident that he was
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proud to have the Duke of Wellington counted
among his friend-.

George IV was o man of acute pereeptions
it suited the purpose of Byron, and Moore, who
ouglit to have been nshamed of themselves, to
write down the King:and to turn hin intoridieule s
but ncither of them pretended that George IV
was a fool. The Duke latterly expressed a high
apinion of his intellectunl gifts: and indeed it
is wonderful, considering the selfish life which
George IV was supposed to have lived as a
Young man, how he could endure, and retain
possession of his senses, the tormenting which
he underwent later, in regard to Catholic Eman-
cipation, his Ministers, and other matters, Had
e been the selfsecking Sybarvite which the
Whig Pocts and writers represented him to be,
he would never have taken the infinite trouble
which he did to act a constitutional part, at a
terribly difficult crisis in the history of his country.

It was said of George IV that “he hated
without a cause; and never forgave”. With
strong instinets, and large experience of human
nature, he probably read people through, who
little dreamed of ‘his powers: and although it
may have appeared to the world in general,
ignorant of the facts, that he was cynical, -'{nd
heartless, it is more likely that his alienation
was brought about from some sceret cause, of
which the outside world knew nothing. His
conduct to Brummell, whom he had !ﬁmse]f
selected when a young Hussar at Brighton,
appeared to be base: but, judging the character
of the two men calmly, it seems most prqbable
that Brummell offered the Prince some insult
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that 1t was umpossible for @ man to endure
The Prince Regent, from his position, was
absolutely barred from placing himself on 2
level with anyone who wmsulted him and this,
1 beheve that Brummell, at some tnue or other,
did It 15, of course, hnown thit insamty show-
ed mself 1 Brummell some jears before s
death, and, supenor mn his way, as Brummell
undoubtedly was, I suspect that hi> head was
turned by the position which he attamed, and
that on some occaston he must have offered to
luis Sovereygn some very gross, and unpardon
able msult

No one can form an 1dea of the peculiar
position held by Monarchs  Absolutely 1s0lated
by ther situation, mn some cases not having
mixed, even i youth, with thew subjects,
utterly shut out from the world by a small
arele, and totally dependent on that crwele for
mformation, great allowances should be made
for what may appear fickleness or injustice
George IV as a young man mixed, of course,
much 1n Society, 1n fact was much more a part
of Soclet{ th?n those who had gone before hrm

TSl S '

able

of T

Duke remamed unchanged I\ot}uﬁg can be
easier for those who have the ear of a Monarch
than with ‘whispermg tongue to poison truth’,
and to create a prejudice, the more lasting
from its object having no means of defending
himself No doubt George IV s Court was made
up, m some degree, of unscrupulous men but
T beheve that, with the exception of Brum-
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melly there was never any conspicuous cease of
desertion.

As regards Sheridan, great injustice was done.
It was supposed that George IV, having amused
himeelf with Sheridan so long as the latter was
amusing, turned his back on him, when Poverty,
and Misfortune visited his sick bed. Nothing
conld be wmore untrue.  Publie recognition of
Sheridan on the part of the King would hardly
have been seemly.  Sums of money advanced
to the splendid Wit for the purpose of Parlia-
mentary  Elections had, T fear there is little
doubt, been spent by him in other ways; that
money was liberally and sceretly sent to him
by the King is now well known.

I surprises me that no one has investigated,
nor endeavoured to investigate the question as
to what were the personal opinions of Monarchs
in  history. We know that gencration after
generation has lavished  Criticism, frequently
Contempt. and occasionally Vituperation upon
those who have occupied thrones: but we have
had no opportunity of knowing what the Monarch
himself thought of his contemporaries. Entirely
unable from their position to reply to Criticism,
or Abuse, compelled to sit still while every
sort of interpretation is being put upon their
acts by those vile minds which invent, where
they cannot find, vileness, one would like to
hear the ‘Case of the King’, as stated by
himself. Many Monarchs have been persons of
exceptional ability ; well able to defend them-
selves if they had the opportunity : but History
does not record one case of the defence of a
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always suspected them to be trutors, who would
sooner or later destroy Inm \We should lke
to have heard his umpartinl opion as regards
Cleopatra, and from the last nimed Monarch
to have heard her comprsons between Augustus,
and Anteny She mught hue told us whether
in her heart she despised the latter for gving
up a world for her «ake, and whether <he did
not n redity prefer o man who did not care
for her

We should hhke to have heard from Auvgustus
why he bDanished Oswid, a sceret thit bis been
completely hept from manhind

In short, there 13 no himit to the questions
which we should hhe to put to the Monarchs
of the past.

Napoleon tooh a conventional, and a vulgar
view of the British vace [Ehis utter want of
just apprecrition brought about Ins rum  He
yudged men according to commonplace rules
He met with a people that was not commonplace ;

With danng aims, Trregularly Great

and they anmiulated him

He believed that m the field, as i pohtics
once he had established a commanding posi-
tion, his enemy would yield He found out s
ymstake

Napoleon [II was far wiser he had lined
among us, and understood us, and although, 1s
a Jast card, I have no doubt whatever that he
would have attacked us, 1t would have been
his very last card, and would have been I ed
with great apprehensions for Jus o
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I heard from the 2nd Duke particulars of
Lord Castlereagh’s end. He had heard a good
deal about it from his father. This Duke ob-
served Lord Castlereagh’s behaviour at the
Cabinet Council ; and, leaving it, he went straight
to Dr Bankhead, the first Physician of that day.

Not finding him at home, the Duke returned
again; rode to the Park; and, on his way home,
the Physician still being absent, wrote on his
visiting card, which I believe still exists, ¢ Either
Lord L. is mad or I am.—W.”. Lord Castlereagh
had become, by his father’s death, Marquess of
Londonderry, in the Peerage of Ireland. The
rest is known: even the active treatment which
Dr Bankhead used was not sufficient to save
the unfortunate man’s life. The Duke told me
that his father was absolutely certain that Lord
Castlereagh had been mad for some time; worn
out by work: and that the horrible conspiracy,
which his imagination pictured, was a sheer
hallucination. No trace of it whatever could be

found after his death.

«.

An attempt was made on Sir Robert Peel's
life, which has never ber - e public. His
second daughter, one o” reautiful, and
amiable women that 1 told me,
that on one public, or T
father ..."  sther were
ina’ o
The Tt
pice
in t
Robe

and «
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One harwter an the great Luropean dram
of the beammmg ot the erntury s boeome
frunt  the  Vrehduhe Charles of Austrin The
Duke of Wollington, wd Napaleon, had a ver)
high opinon of b In one phice the Duhe
cavs tha the Archduke eacelled them both
‘vl-_\ uncles Sir Charles, and Geperal Robert
Cravfurd, setved under lum The former was
devperitey wounded an the Rhme

Phe Vrchduhe Charlos hd one extraordimrg
pecaliinty, not m the Iost the result af intem-
prramce up to fne ocloch n the afternoon
bis antcdloct was splondid, but, for some mys-
terous cruse, it Nided ond at that hour
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Napoleon I, though he must hase faced death
often w the battle field, could never summon
sufficient resolution to swallow a blach dowe, 2
wost horrible tral, a5 everyone must admt. to
2 generaton that had to tale them but 1t
seems sinaular that he had not phulosophv enough
to go through this abormnable and, as 1t now
seems, unnecessary horror

It was smd m I815 as to the Jetter repeated
over and over agan on public buddings, ¢ Nows
avons les ¢\ ms partout

Some one speahwng of the empty chanot
brought to Pans from St Mark s, Venice, ashed
who was to stand m 1t The anewer was ¢ The
Emperor sh' le char lattend” 4 good
story murdered by Sir Walter Sceott.

$ud of Chatles \ wm 1870, “Ley, et lent
Bot 15 not a bhad pun

The Dule figured conspicuously at the Coro-
nation of Her present Majesty Canon Barham
of St Pauls mentions lum m ‘VMr Bamet

Maguwre s ballad on the sobyect 1 The Ingoldely
Lestends, ay

Tellington walking
Wth bis gwoord drawn talking
To Hilf aod Tardinge haroes af great fame.

Some of the phrwses 1n th
15 Poem are npw
ofbscure 3t will save future generations tmu!:’fe
if 1 elear them up ‘The Prnce of Potboys®
15 4 delieate allusion to Prnee Patbus, the
3

Ambassador of the hing of Prussia.
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UTwenld base made you erary
To ris Betoshsey
AL jnols from lac facoy t0 hin di'mond boots.

I remember Lord D now Lord DL and A,
who Lknew Barham well, telling me at Christ
Chureh that 4dasey” was a word invented for
the ehyme: and had no meaning: [ suggested
that it was o eant name for a wig: I have
fiened winee that it is an ececlesiastical ornament,
sworne on the breast,

OF another pasage T ohave been asked the
witerpretation:

G-1.0 thy Coant von Btrozonoft,
Nure Los gt groe enough,
The <y ould disvid unlermathe the stairs.

The aneaning is wo follows: Boards were
piaced horizontally hehind and ahove the Peers’
pid Peeresses” seats raised in a high slope in
the North and Seath Transepls: on these
privileged  peraons were seated: there were,
however, no howds placed  vertieally, except
here and there for support: the result being
that those who put their cocked hats, swords,
wadwiches, ete., under their seats, lost them:
the articles falling in an intermittent cascade
to the floor of the Abbey below.,  Luncheons
innumerable disappeared: and the incident im-
mortalized by the Poct may no doubt have
acenrred 3 the individunl being selected, 1 suspect
as a brother Poct. for the sake of the rhyme.

There were fearful articles called ¢portable
dinners' invented for the oeeasion; which, were
said to contain in one lozenge so much nourish-
ment as a leg of mutton: they drove those
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who were so mmprudent as to eat them, almost
mad from thurst.

The Duke was strongly m favour of preserving
the army rank of Lieutenant Colonel for Gaptains
m the Guards  When asked s reason he replied
“In case of another war I must have young
officers, about whom I know somethmng, to com
mand the Second Battalions which will be
rased ™

The Duke was naturally impatient of the end
less portrasts that were masted upon He ex
claimed one day “They have pamted me 1n every
attitude, except standing on my head '

‘The numerous portraits of the Duke m the
character sketches by H B give some 1dea of
ham, but not one that I htse been able to find
exactly represents hum

The expression his been used, with a half
sneer, m relation to the Duke, of his excellent
‘Common Sense’ This much abused term 1s
wupposed by many to represent a common, or
ordinary quahty, the fact being that ‘Common
Sense’ means the collective Wisdom of genera-
tions, which 1s occastonally found concentrated
mm the mind of one mdmidual, as 1t was m
s The envious majarity of Manhwad will
not adrmt the woid Wicdom to be apphed to
any humen bemg, and they basely attnbute
te the term ‘Common Sense’ the meanmg
“which 1s common’, thereby hoping to dispar-
1ge the glorous quahty, winch ought to bear
another name -
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I b been <idd that Genios s an ‘infinite
caparity for taking priins’. This seems to me
Y becam error. That it jxoa uality which Genius
peoces o ad withont which Genius eannot sue-
vord, T ohve no o doobt. The Duke had it as
regzarids Warsnd Diplomaey in the highest degree.

He cud o If you vant o thing done well, do

1 oveuroelf

The armies of greal nations have heen ereated
by induadosls. This wac the case with the con-
guering armics of Pompey, and of Casars and.
i hiter dayvs, Lurope has produced the same
rroartls,

The Prus 1 Nemy was ereated by FrederickIT:
the French Arny was ereated by Napoleon ; and
the Britivh Armoy owed its existenee to the Duke
vl Wellington, ~In each ease a master mind had
to deal wath the materials: and in cach case
the petdte were brillinnt.

One af the most striking seenes in the dra-
ttic hie of the Duke was that in the Theatre
of the University of Oxford, when he was
inuprunted as Chancellor. A spectator, whe
o wortlnly represents the University in ,I’:u'-
hament, his deseribed the seene to me.  The
Duke, sitting in his splendid robes of black :U.ld
gzolid as Chanecllor: everyone who was dis-
tinguiched in the University about Ilirx)iencom-
preed by the great men who had, in some
degree, shared his glorious career; the Inglish
Prize-Poem was recited. On the aceasion every
clement was present that conld impress the
hearers.  The subject of the Poem was Zhe
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)'l hee l’«wtu way he found in Ogford Prize
Porees 1530, The copy which I have is of
remmthable value in conseqnenee of its containing
a Poer by Johin Ruskin of Ch, Ch. ealled Sl
wette and Lleplanta, vecited in 18399, It contains
Pore by come whio have sinee played a more or
les o eopspicnous part in their generation : one,
r Canzratulatory Address vecited by F. Cardwell
of Haliol; aml one recited, bt not written, by
Lord  Maidutone, afterwards Lord Winchilsen;
nthor of I Puraphrase of the Book of Job; and
Tée Toruwriod. The Itter was under the im-
pression that the lines above quoted, relating
to the Dube, were part of thase recited by him,
but thiv wa. not so. 1t does not state in the
volume by whom the lines recited by Lord
Maidstone were written; bot I have accertained
that they were by Dr Bull, whom 1 remember
av o portly Canon of Ch. Ch.  No matter by
wlom: they are worthless, There is a Poem
in the volume on The Burning of” Moscom, by
W. L. Seywounr Fitzgersald, of Oriel, 1835;
another by Frederie Faber, of University Col-*
lege, on The Knights of St. John, 1836 and
one on The Gipees, by Arthur Penrhyn Stanley,
of Baliol, 1855, OfF an carlier race, the volume
has Dalestine, by Reginald Heber, of Brazenose,
18050 and, best of all, The Belvidere Apollo, by
Henry Hart Milman, of the same College, 1812.

A Story was told of General Grant, the great
American President and warrior, which fascinated
me, General Grant was invited to dine at Apsley
Haouse by the 2nd Duke of Wellington, A most
distinguished  party assembled to meet him.
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cholas said that, when in England, he had con-
versed with three important members of ihe
Queen’s Government. Thev were, no doubt, Sir
Robert Peel, the Dunke of Wellington, and Lord
Aberdeen. The Emperor said that one onlv of
the three personages in gquestion bad agreed
with him with regard to his projects in the
East, in which he wished the British Govern-
ment to take part. The other two sternly refu<ed
to entertain his proposals. I have no doubt that
this conversation, half overheard by the Eton
boy, was on the subject which brought such
misfortunes upon that part of the world, and
such slaughter upon three great races.

‘The following story has been told: but I have
not met with it in its absolute correciness. The
Duke of Wellington received a letter when sit-
ting in the House of Lords, from the eminent
Iandscape designer, and great authority on bota-
nical matters, J. C. Loudon. The Duke had
lost sight of him for some vears. It was 2 note
to this effect: < My lord Duke: It would gratify
me extremely if you would permit me to visit
Strathfieldsaye, at any time convenient to Your
Grace, and to inspect the Waterloo beeches. Your
Grace's faithful servant, J. C. Loudon”. The
Waterloo beeches were trees that had been
planted immediately after the battle of Waterloo:
as a memorial of the great fight. The Duke
read the letter twice, the writing of which was
not very clear: and, with his usual prompiness
and poiiteness; replied as follows: having rtz:Z
the signature as ¢C. J. Londen’. instead of
«J. C. Loundon’:
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#\ly dear Bishop of London,

«Jt will always give me great pleasure
to see you at Strathfieldsaye Pray come there
whenever 1t suits your convemence, whether I
am at home or not

“\fy servant will recewve orders to show you
so many pairs of breeches of mme as you wish,
but why you should wish to inspect those that
I wore at the battle of W aterloo 1s quite beyond
the comprehension of

“Yours most truly
¢ WrLLINCTON

Ity letter was receved, as may be supposed,
with grest surpnse by the Bishop of London
He showed 1t to the Archbishop of Canterbury,
and to other discreet persons they came to
the melancholy conclusion that the great Dule
of Wellington hid ewvidently Jost s senses.

Ihe Dishop of London (Blomfield) declared
that he ftad not wntten to the Duke for two
years, and to receive this extraordinary mtima-
tion puzzled the whole Bench of Bishops

I xplanations, however, of a satisfactory kind,
followed and the friendship of these worthy
men w1is not changed

I hue used colloqual titles as 1t would seem
absurd, and certanly contriry to the ‘manner
of speaking , to say ‘the Marquess of tins did
that , or the ¢Farl of thit smd this  As regards
an indmidual Peer, the approuimate date 1n Sir
Bernard Burhe’s edition of the Brtish Rible
will indteate which of hits race he was
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I knew the man, whom the Duke of Welling-
ton sclected as a tutor for his sons, well. He was
the Viear of Brighton, Iis name was Wagner:
the father of a elergyman who became subse-
quently  a very  conspicuous member of the
Ritualist party. His character was not unlike
that of the Duke: firm, determined, calm, posi--
tive in his views, and acting up to them. At
one lime there were symptoms of Parochial
muting al Brighton,  Wagner would stand no
nonsense, and altimately  triumphed over the
attempts  which  had been made against his

authority,

The term, now become a part of the language,
{Ciremmstances over which 1 have no control’,
originated with the Duke of Wellington.

Soon after his first battle, the great Victory
of A<«ave, in which, with three thousand British,
and some black troops, the Duke routed over
thirty thousand Maharattas, the best troops in
India, he was taken to visit a female Magician
famons throughout Hindostan. This person pre-
sented him with a sword, traditionally believed
to have belonged to Genghiz Khan, the Congueror
of India. The Prophetess told him, at the same
time, that he would be the greatest Conqueror
in the World.

This sword the Duke wore in all his battles.
It was lost for some years. The sword. was
ultimately recognized at an Auction Room, at
the sale of Sir Thomas Lawrence's effects. It
was bought for thirty shillings; and given back
to the Duke; who was delighted at its recovery.






Gt TH DURT

I lnew the man, whom the Duke of Welling-
ton sefeeted ag n tutor for bis wons, well. e was
the Vicar of Brichton  His nane was Wagner;
the fither of o elergyman who beeame subee-
quently n very  econspicsons member of the
Bituahiat portys Hic charicter was not unlike
thet of the Duke: firm, determined, calm, posi-
tHve e du views, and acting up to them, At
o time there were symptoms of  Parochial
ity ol Brichton Wagner would stand no
war vney, and oltunadely trinmphed over the
altompte whieh Jnd boon made against his
anthorty

The toan, now boeome & part of the language,
*taresm Pnees oser which T have no control’,
orpzimtod wath the Duke of Wellington.

Soon after b fint battle, the great Victory
of Aoy, m which, with three thousand British,
antd ~ame black troops, the Dule routed over
thirly  thousind Maharattas, the best troops in
Indin, he wis tahen to vat a female Magician
omons thronchout Hindostan, This person pre-
sented hum with o sword, traditonally believed
1n hue bodonged to Genghiz Khan, the Conqueror
of Indiv The Prophetess told him, at the same
time, that he would be the greatest Conqueror
mn the World,

This sword the Duke wore in all his battles,
It was Jost for some yean. The sword was
ultimitely recogmzed at an Auction Room, at
the <ile of Sir Thomas Lawvence's cffects. It
was bourht for thirty <hillings: and given back
to the Duke: who was delighted at its recovery.
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WELLINGTON

Defore the dark Enchantress
The firm faced Vactor stands,

Her eavern n the desert rock
*Mid Todhia s burmng sands

“Wear this, a mughty Cooqueror s Sword
Av, gurd 1t on thr thigh,

And wave it where it has been wared,
In the ¥an of Victory!

“That Sabre through long vesrs has hung,
For oever yet v soul
Has [t the presence of the Jan
.ed blazoned 1 Fates scroll

* Got Man of Mea 1 Battles storm
fiatse o'er thy head the brand!

Throogh waves of blood, on Wars proud mane
Tlace fearlessly thy handt

~Tn misons on v sodt that erowd
see_thy
Whers Thunders 1ve ihe batdement,
4And nda ta storm the sky

* 1 see thv bafled foes return
ere Havos strews their path,
Where Marder and fou! Rapuze s alk,
And all 13 Frre and Desth.

“Then borne on Valonrs pimons sweep
Thy Armies fo parsue

Thy Liotrace shall erown thesr Chief
Where the plumestnpped Esgle few

~Fame s dazzhing honours deck thy breast,
A worlds Rerown 1s thine

When thr countey greets thv Glory, think
2t Prophecy was mine’

“But brighter yet a vision hovs,
4+1 nobler et thy Fam
A terronstncken world “halt cat
t Tpon thy aamng name
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I knew the man, whom the Duke of W elling-
ton selected as a tutor for his sons, well. He was
the Vicar of Brighton. His name was Wagner:
the father of a clergyman who became subse-
quently a very conspicuous member of the
Ritualist party. His character was not unlike
that of the Duke: firm, determined, calm, posi--
tive in his views, and acting up to them. At
one time there were symptoms of Parochial
mutiny at Brighton. Wagner would stand no
nonsense, and ultimately triumphed over the
attempts which had been made against his

authority.

The term, now become a part of the language,
< Circumstances over which I have no control’,
originated with the Duke of Wellington. ‘

Soon after his first battle, the great Victory
of Assaye, in which, with three thousand Britislt,
and some black troops, the Duke routed over
thirty thousand Maharattas, the best troops in
India, he was taken to visit a female Magician
famous throughout Hindostan. This person pre-
sented him with a sword, traditionally believed
to have belonged to Genghiz Khan, the Conqueror
of India. The Prophetess told him, at the same
time, that he would be the greatest Conqueror
in the World.

This sword the Duke wore in all his battles.
It was lost for some years. The sword was
ultimately recognized at an Auction Room, at
the sale of Sir Thomas Lawrence’s effects. It
was bought for thirty shillings; and given back
to the Duke; who was delighted at its recovery.
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3t to his relations, but to the grand-daughter
Madame Cranfurd, the beautiful Duchess de
rammont, sister of Alfred Count d Orsay
Madime Craufurd was for many years one of
¢ prineipal Iadies of fashion m Pams  her
lon being in the Rue d Anjou

The Duke was ashed by a lady 1f the mnu
srable Caricatures which had been published
«him n the course of tus hife had ever caused
1 annoyance He answered  Not a bnt! not
ht) and then, after a pruse ¢ There s only
Cancature that has ever cansed me annoy
*ce Douro

1he fnend and confidute of Byron, Welling
v, and Disraeli 1 constant correspondence
h Fmperors and Rhings with ntcllect to
sreciate the varous changes that took plice
her long hie in T'uropean affurs the volume
Samh Lady Jersey s hic would have been
iceless ¢ I was the one thing he loved said
e, in my heanng, after the Dukes death [
liese that at one time the Duhke had great
miration for her half sister, Lady Georgrana
ne, who did not marry and that dunng the
aterloo campaign he took a Jand nterest in
eral young ladies and addressed to them
sters i the same terms as have htely been
blished Of course these attachments were
-ely Pickwichkian  The Duke wasan Augustus,
an Antony, and I do not suppose that he
~any time was ever influenced 1 his actions
female power
4he state of London society dunng Lady
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Jersey’s career can hardly be imagined now.
Within the last few years all evening entertain-
ments on a large scale have ceased. No large
houses are open: in fact the London season,
which was supposed to be dying, is now, in this
respect, absolutely defunct: an earlier charge
came over London society, as I have heard it
described, at the time of the Reform Bill of 18§32,
The effect of Politics upon Society manifesfted
itself very soon. The most exclusive assergfibly
in the world was, as is well known, Almadk’s.
I have heard that the original Almack cfame
from the Highlands; that his real name}] was
MacCall, and that it was to avoid the cj Jium
which, in the middle of the last century), at-
tached to Scotchmen that he ingeniously chal, ng-
ed his name to Almack. I believe that {-the
relation to the rooms of Neil Gow, the gifCeat
fiddler, who said that no man could play w{yith
effect till he cried at his own playing, thiCus
began. Certain great ladies, of whom L‘c\%fﬁy
Jersey was one of the principal, were the Pgeat-
ronesses of these balls; and no one could recef Tyve
an invitation except by application to them. Thylhe
seven battalions that form the brigade of Guary is;
and here I trust that no reader will comi 'pit
the social shibboleth of even thinking of wuy
troops but the Foot Guards when the telelotm
¢Guards’ is used; have about 150 officers: ptujhe
reader will be surprised to learn that of Yo wipis
number, many of them young and dancing mjeatylen,
not more than fifteen were invited in any {ish e
year. This is the legend: and, I believe, irayj; is
founded on truth. The Duke of Weum{‘flim,&wn
has been blamed by s}gm]low people for Pla?.rasth{,ing
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bis nunt on the Patroncsses list The Duhe
had  the good sense wishing to attend the
balls, to do as other men dud, and to take Jus
chanee with thew

1he Bewshins of the Otheers of the Guands
are usuilly kept in boves which < be opened
at both (nds, i order to presore thedr rwven
down of dihness The Duke however  for
some gaod reason, myarnbly removed his bonkhan
from the box m which it was put ande with his
own hnds and profoering the appowance ot
the hewd deess when no troted, palled at out
S0 ns to mihe

Tal jarti atar Iair t etand on cod

1 can concene nothing more exhilinting than
to have had the opportunity of broathing the
air of gd sense which surrounddd the Duke

Lo futon to his dearly and torady exprosed
opinfons on vanous subjects must e beon
refrcshmg m the highost degree  and those are
much to be envied who lond these opportumtics

1 hue tod aninterosting letter watten by
Right Hon Willoum Windham to General Rotert
Crwfurd when dn Spaln, fs wlich the Minister
axprosses hiv rezeet that the 20,000 men about
to Lo sent on the nnOirtunate cxpedition to
Walchesun, should not be Tan led in the Peninsula

Low nl the end he sos 1 begin to think that
vour chicd (the Duke) i wallh powessed ot
militirs talent, and Tam sorry that the teops
will not be pliced under s’ command dn the
Peninands Depend upon it no expedition can
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sucéeed, however well organized, that is placed
under the command of such a2 man as the Earl
of Chatham.” -

This prophecy was too sadly. fulfilled.

The Duke’s political career is an answer to
those shallow persons who declare that in Politics
nothing is required beyond good sense. )

To do anything well reguires good sense;
whether to paint a picture; or to amputate 2
limb: and anyone attempting to do either of
these things, unless they have good sense will
inevitably fail; but the most sensible reader,
unless he be a specialist, would hesitate to paint
a picture, or even to amputate a leg. In the
former case he would only bring ridicule upon
himself; in the last he would inevitably cause
" the death of the patient.

The government of a country such as ours, with
its political system more complicated than that
of any nation that ever existed, is hardly to be
taken up in middle life; or carried on successfully
by men possessing no guality except good sense.

There is a passage in Prince Albert's Golden
Precepts, 1862, in which the Prince Consort
. says “Nobody will tell me that Genius would not

take an incomparably higher flight, if supplied
with the means which knowledge can impart: or
that Common Sense does not become only truly
powerful, when in possession of the materials upon
which Judgment is to be exercised”. Applied
Good Sense will do wonders: Good Sense -
without special knowledge and application \Ydl
not govern States. This, however, is a notion
which is evidently fast dying out.
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Having Leen an observer for many years of
the Hounse of Commons, 1ts ways, and the best
method for ats treatment, I should say that to
mfluence 1t requires a man of exceptional intel
Ject, unlimited energy, unweaned perseverance,
and, above all, for‘?nm to have made 1t the
speciahty of his life

The Duhe passed the Dbest f&‘lﬁ of Ins life
elsewhere, and though early holding office as
Secretary for Irelind, a good seven years had
been passed by him away from his country

That he did his best no one can doubt that
his best was a fulure few will hesitate to say

The common 1dea that Napoleon called us
v “‘Nation of Shopheepers 1s 2 delusion. The
Phrasc was never used as quoted  the term
¢ Natton boutiquiere  was used, not by Napoleon,
but by Barrére in a specch made in the National
Assembly on the subject of Lord Howe s victory
of the tst June The speech was delivered on
28 Yruml, Monday, Junc 16th 179+  The pas
sage as this “Let Pitt then boast of this victory
to his ‘Nation boutiquiere  Already do the
1 nglish newspapers announce that a division of
our fleet has taken a Dutch comoy  But we
ean tddl you better news Mot a day passes but
the commerce of our enemies affords us provi
stons of wealth  Here then 1s whit the French
Marme hrs done  now that it 15 nd of its
vermin Nobility ™

The speech 1s to be found in * The Reguster
of the Times , published 1794, page 72 Some
pages carhier, page 0, another delusion 15 dis
pelled  The following <immed by Lord Howe,
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is the ‘List of French Ships captured on the
Ist day of June, 1794:

)

La Juste 80 guns;

Sans Pareil s :
America 74,

L'Aclhille 74,
Northumberland 4,

L'Tmpétuenx 74,

Vengeur T4 . : sunk almost

immediately apon being taken possession of’; not with
her flag flying.

The 2nd Duke was, I should say, not unlike
what his father had been in middle life: a thin,
hollow face, the coufiguration of the head of
the same sort; but smaller than his father’s; a
very pleasant, and kind smile; having rather
the manner of an ‘enfant gaté’; who, being
born to everything that the world can give,
did not derive much enjoyment from the gift.

As a rule, good-natured; and willing to go
out of his way, and to take a little trouble to
do anyone a kindness; an acute observer, and
a good reader of character. He once wrote to
me that he had never presumed to wear his
father’s sword.

Immediately on inheriting Apsley House he
removed the boards which had been placed on
the front railings, to prevent a crowd assembling
to see the Ist Duke mount and dismount from
his horse; saying at the time “I don’t think a
crowd is ever likely to assemble to see me get
on to my horse.”

He had a good seat himself on horseback;
and was by no means unlike his father when
mounted, at a certain distance.
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He onee or twice sud that I ought to come
to Apsley House, and make a catalogue ru
sonnec of the various objects thit hiad belonged
to Ins father Wishing, of course, not to intrude
I did not remind him of this suggrestion I regret
it now although pains have evidently been taken,
n showing the objects of great intcrest that arc
displiyed there

Ihe Duke told mc that the amount of manuseript
found after hus fathcr s death was bevond il beliet

As regards the historical exclamation of the
Duhe “Up, Guards, and at them ! 1t 1> too thew
trical, and not Iike ltm My own belief 1y that,
huang mven the generil order to adsince through
his Staff Officers, he rode along the flank of the
Battalions of Guards, who were lying down by
order the Duke probably wsed 1 well known
phrase “Now, Guards up and at «m, up and
at ‘em! , just as 1 school boy weuld siy “Lp
and at lum?

Ihe Duke Jimscdf <ud he could not remamber
whether fie had sad at, or not

The Dube was ashed whether he cared mach
about an cxeeptionally good dinner, s questiones.
added thit Lord Douro was particularly fond of
what was mce 1he Dule rephed ¢ 1 hf.( a good
dinner when it v sct before me Douro will
take the trouble to order one A large seehion
of the dsenmumting porbion of Mankind wall
answer as the Dake

A laly sad to the Duke «1 suppose, Duke
dunng your hfe you e wspired a great * 1
—
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is the ¢List of Trench Ships captured on the
Ist day of June, 1704:

La Juste 80 guns:

Sans Pareil 80 .

I’Amernica 4,

L’Achille 74,
Northumberland 4,

L Impétuenx 74,

Vengenr 74 . :sunk almost

immediately upon bemng taken possession of '3 not with
her flag flying.

The 2nd Duke was, I should say, not unlike
what his father had been in middle life: a thin,
hollow face, the configuration of the head of
the same sort; but smaller than his father’s; a
very pleasant, and kind smile; having rather
the manner of an ‘enfant gaté’; who, being
born to everything that the world can give,
did not derive much enjoyment from the gift.

As a rule, good-natured; and willing to go
out of his way, and to take a little trouble to
do anyone a kindness; an acute observer, and
a good reader of character. He once wrote to
me that he had never presumed to wear his
father’s sword.

Immediately on inheriting Apsley House he
removed the boards which had been placed on
the front railings, to prevent a crowd assembling
to, see the 1st Duke mount and dismount from
his horse; saying at the time “I don’t think a
crowd is ever likely to assemble to see me get
on to my horse.”

He had a good seat himself on horseback:
and was by no means unlike his father »
mounted, at a certain distance.
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of admiration, and enthusiasm among women,
both abroad and at home”. The Duke at once
replied “Oh, yes, plenty of that! plenty of
that! but no woman ever loved me: never in
my whole life.”

It is known that the Duke, being asked to
present the sum bequeathed to the bravest
man in the British Army, refusing it himself,
se]e’cted General Sir James Macdonnell, who
divided the money with Sergeant Graham, of
the Coldstream Guards, who assisted him in
closing the door at the rear of Hougomont.
‘This shut out a party of Frenchmen; who had
crept round under the western wall. I knew
Sir James Macdonnell well. He carried his
recklessness, as regards fire, into old age. On
one occasion I was shooting with a large party
in Berkshire. The coppice was very dense; it
was difficult to see a few yards in front. We
noticed, however, that every now and then a
gun was fired immediately in front of the line;
apparently about fifteen yards. A gentleman
who was shooting on my right said “Who can
that be in front?”. I went forward and discovered
Sir James Macdonnell. He appeared totally
regardless of the circumstance that at any mo-
ment a charge of shot might be lodged in the
small, or rather the large, of his back. I remon-
strated with him; but I have forgotten whether
he changed his position. However, he wasnot shot.

The deputy quarter-master-general, who was
in attendance on the Duke’s person at W .-1tc'r]oo
was one of his favourite officers; and I believe
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that the Duke fedt s death more than that
of anyone else  Sir Walliam de Lancy resembled
the Duke wr fice, and the wdea obtaunad at om
time that the French deliberately timd at him
under the mmpression that ho was the Duke
of Wellington  He was s to the Duke
when lilled

‘The Duke, m after Lfe ~ud thit b could
not remember whether he wore a okt
Vaterloo or not  He wore oo the carhy
part of the day, m the aftemoon when the
weather became warmur he took ot ot s
William de Lancy, for the Duke s ¢ mvam ne
was fastening the Duke  cdoth on ta the fromt
of hus, Sir Walliam < «addle he beng dism wnted
At this moment he was strach fitally Boliovng,
that he would die n n fow minutes he urgad
Tus attendints to e Inm and join the battl
ilns herole action 1t 1s to be fonred cost hun
s hfe He was found the noxt morming ahive
and lived for some days lonyer in DBrus ods
Possibly hid Ins wound been attended to at
the moment, his valutble life might hve Tean
spared A <harp froct on the gt of the 18th
svved many Ines Sir Walliam do Lancy way
buned o the old cametery at Brussels, where
I saw Ins grave last year " his body b latch
been transferrad to the new one

The Duke smd that hie was slndered from
a boy  Horce Walpole telly us thiat Calummy
wually seleets some mnocent action and plices
upon it 1ts own falee, and foul wtery retation,
lhe mare honoursble and strightforwr] was
the Dukes carecr, the les woul e
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ciated by his miserable slanderers. The Duke
felt that his shoulders were broad enough ; and
he disregarded his enemies, and their lies, as
being ephemeral. As he said in one place, “1
have acted according to the best of my judgment:
and what the enemy says of me, and what they
say of me at home, I do not care”. This was
the summing up of his great mind.

" I visited Apsley House on the 20th of March
1889, by the kind permission of the Duke of
Wellington; and made a careful and minute
inspection of all that had belonged to the great
Duke. His Orders, Bitons, Swords, complimen- |
tary plate, and splendid sets of dinner and dessert
services are admirably arranged in a room on
the ground floor. The late Duke some years
ago showed them to me. They were not then
in the perfect order in which they now are.
Among the Orders there is one that is except-
ionally noticeable. The ordinary military Cross
of the Bath is of white enamel. After Waterloo
the King granted to the Duke of Wellington
and to Lord Anglesey to add to the top of the
cross & Royal Crown,

The colossal statue of Napoleon by Canova,
holding a small Globe in his right hand sur-
mounted by a statue of Victory is no doubt
placed in its present position, the inner hall,
because there was nowhere else to put it: its
proportions dwarf the house.

The Duke when he purchased the statue, of
Canova, made the obvious remark that the Globe
was much too small for the figure. Canova, with
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Italian roitness, rephied “Your Grice firgets
that Great Brtan 1s notancluded  (La grande
Bretagne ny est pis comprse)

Pompey & Statue at Rome gives a far i
idea  he holds the Globe in his left hand
with distegard

In one room on the st floor 15 1 portrait ot
Mr Percesal the Prunc Mimister puntully like
Robespicere  In the same room 1s the wddl
known picture by Willae of the Chelsea Pen
sioners recewving the news of Waterloo When
this picture was first produced, someone shurper
than the average, at once detected a finlk
scnous anachromsm The fntddhigent reader to
whom no doult the print 1 fumilar, may ceer
erse Jus or hur mgenuity m finding out whit
this {5 Oppoate to the Walkie s T think, the
only poor work that Sir Ldwm Landscer ever
exceuted It as of Van Amburgh in a Cage of
Twons it »s fuulty i almost every respect
Lhe Tions have retamed none of their digty
and as for Van Amburgh, he looks as af he
were stuffd with sawduost

In the Ball Room, bringing plessint recollee
tions  are some of the best pictures At the
Yastern «nd 1 a fine portrut of Charles T 1n
Vandyke, at the oppoute end an indifferent
copy of a picture from Correggio Over the
cuntral mantedprece 1s a bowtifully soft shetch
by Munllo of lease blessng ml{)cr Fau or
Jacob  Apropos of this qicture, I appealed to
my friend, an Fx Lord Chancellor, who accom
panicd me, as to whether the bequeathment could
not hve been set aside  He rephed #Certainly

Looking at the bewtful Titian, of v u¢,
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which is in this yoom, [ quoted Lord Byron's
well-known couplet

I've seon mueh finer women ripe and real
Than all the nonsenso of their stone ideal.

The Ex-Chancellor said “Do you know of
whom Lord Byron wrote that?” I replied in the
negative. He said “He wrote that of Lady
Charlemont”. « Lady Charlemont I knew well.
She was by birth a Bjrmingham, a descendant
of a very ancient family, the Lords Athenry.
She was for many years a Lady in Waiting to
the Queen; and certainly in old age had traces
or extraordinary beauty. I have dined with
her and Lord Charlemont in Grosvenor Street:
and have seen in their dining room the original
picture by Hogarth, ‘The Lady’s Last Stake.’

In the room in which the 1st Duke received
his guests at balls, there is a well-known picture
of Waterloo by Sir William Allan. I believe it
was of this that the Duke said “Very good!
not too much smoke”. The painting is suppose
to be taken from Napoleon’s position; and at
the moment, when his last coluran was advancing.
Other incidents are represented, which oceurred,
during the day; but certainly not at the same
time, In this room is a poor portrait of Sir
Thomas Picton; and several more or less gro-
tesque representations of the Duke’s friends,
some of whose names have disappeared from
history. Colonel Gurwood, the Duke’s Secretary,
and Editor of his Dispatches, is there in a curious
dress. It is that of Squire to the Duke as a
Knight of the Bath. In the room used for the
supper-room at the Duke’s balls, are several
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portruts of Furopcin Sovereigns, presented by
them to lum none of the shghtest ment. 1he
poor I mperor of Anstnia with s red pantaloons
appears to be in thc last stage of decremitude

Over the clumney prece n the supper room
15 a ternble portrait of George IV almost <o
bid as that of Willlhim IV in another room,
by Wilkie I do not know which 13 the most
grotesque  hing Wilhnm 1y stripped down
with enormous spurs  and looking as miserable
as a yovial sulor wonld do in a Generil s umform
George IV 15 depreted moa dress the most
pircturesque in the world, if wom by a well
shaped man, with a good leg and foot those
the hing had, but Wilkie has contrived to
make the portrait rcvolting

George IV, as 15 well hnown attended a
ball at Holyrood Palace dressed as a Hughlander
His Mayesty had become corpulent at the time,
and could hardly hue ‘set off the dress but
he made the mustake of weanng a eort of the
same tartan as the lalt  This nught have been
done with good cffcet by Prince Charles Edward,
who was a handsome young man, but the sum
plieity of the tartan mitenal 15 qute unswited
to the elvet cufls, embrodered with gold,
which George IV added to 1t The sporan 13
too small and short, and should huve been
darh, not white 1he hose, of the Reyal
colours, red and white, are unbecomung m
themselies, but instead of reacling to threc
inches Lelow the knee, as good sense and art
would dictate, they are fistened round the
centre of His Majests s ealies, and Wilkie has
not even guen him a good foot, which he
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certainly had 1o the laste The kilt is too
sharts indeed it would be dificult to find a
much  wore work of art in the history of
Portmiture: and that is saying a good deal.

We have all read that at a subsequent ball,
sl in the Gallery of Kings at Helyrood. Sir
William Curtis. a plethorie Alderman of London,
appeared also in a kilt; to the boundless disgust
of His Muajesty, with whoese person. of cource.
disagreeable comparisons were made.

The silver-gilt <atue of the Duke by Alfred
Count d'Oray in this room iz good.  Criticism
has been passed upon it that he has reduced
the hore'™s Hanks too mueh.  In this statue the
Duke wears the sword which I have deseribed
elsewhere as having been given him in India
The ~word itwell iv contained in one of the
horizontal cases of swords below. It is of
distinetly Oriental chamcter, and bas a some-
what convex weabbard.

Descending to the ground toor I asked if we
could see the Duke’s bedroom. The hou<e-
keeper replied that we could see it: but that
it was no Jonger in the same condition in which
it originally had been. When the 2nd Duke
<hawed me over Apsley House. he pointed ouf
his father's bedroom. It could hardly be dig-
niticd by the name of room: it was & closel
This closet is gone: but I found the precise spot
where the bedstead <tood. The bed was ene
that had belonged to Napoleon: and wws in
the style of the Empire. Anyone. in the least
taller than the Duke. could not have laid =t
full length upon it: it locked very uncom-
fortable: the head of the bed was clese to the
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hnlf door, which still evists, outade which s a
small balcony dircethy leadng to the garden
1 hope that this spot may mot be lost sight
of, I am purfecthy eertan as to the locality
Il room n the north west corner of which
the ddoset existed contaming the bedstead 1y
now hnown as the Garden Poom  The rooms
now hult beyond it were | bihae at the
time of my cardier visit, occupred by the stables

I was much struck with the (xeellenee of the
bookeses i the Iibrary They seemed to mu
not only m refined taste but to be dnurbly
suited for thar purpose T hope that the Duke
of Wellington v be induced to plice 1 small
13bed upon cvery aitem of furmture in the hous
that belongad to fus grandfather Tt wall make
them priccles

I induecd my ochool fillow, Mr Weblb of
Niwstead, to do this with the articles that hd
belonged to Lord Byron, and I am plewsed to
hnow that he did <o

I was imiated to a party at Apsley House on
what, 1 a small way, was an histoneal occrsion
It was the firt might on which Distaeh wore
the Girter  {Ie had, of coure, as wall the
broad nbbon and the star, the latter made of
mymmficent dinmonds presented to bun by Sie
Richard Walliee, who had snhented the stie
from Lord Hertford

The Duke detested being helped, not from
Ingratitude  but from two distinet teelings, one
that he did not Jike to be thought, what he
certunly was not, decrepit, the other that he
koew very well that the majonty of perons
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telhng offcet when we were crossmg Sloane
Square 1 thought my squadron would be blown
out to sea  However, we weathered the gale
‘The dress which the Ofhicers wore, possibly from
bung unusual, I thought very picturesque A
broad blach silh weeper covered the tront of
the helmet, and hung down the bach A black
silh sewrf crosscd the cuirwss from the shoulder
to the hip, and our gauntlets, instend of beng
white, were black  Oar swords held all day
with the pont downwards  Ihe room in which
the Dukes coffin was pliced was too small for
so great an oceson A sort of bedstend highted
up with numerons cindles, sconces ete was, |
should <1y, copid from an old print of Marl
boroual's Lymng n-State  There scemed to me
© want of Simplieity , and 1n 1ts place an amount
of gewgaw whieh was not in character with either
the eircumstances, or the man  Being » Member
of Varliument, I was not on duty with my Regy
ment at the Dukes funerl, so 1 lind an oppor-
tunity of witnessing the Procession as well as
the Ccremony in St Pauls  The Caurse of the
Procession was along the Mall, Constitution Hll,
Piecadilly, all Mal} and thence westward  Con-
triry to expectation the day was beautsfully fine
I rode from the Hyde Park Barrchs, weinng
the uniform of the 1st Tife Guards, when noton
duty , and met the procession near Buckingham
Pulace I waited near Stafford House to see them
pass, rle on, and, when 1 arnved at the foot
of the Duke of York's steps, found that what
mught have been asenous diffieulty hd occurred
1 Jiad noticed, when going off guard a fow days
before, that the Little gutter which runs to the
-—r~
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west of the Duke of York's steps in the Park,
had been covered with new gravel. This was
soft; and the result, as might have been expected,
was that the enormously massive car, weighing
many tons, stood still. No amount of exertion
could produce the slightest movement. One of
the standard-bearers, Lieutenant-Colonel Parvis,
Equerry to the Duchess of Cambridge, finding
that the car was immovable, asked me to ride
back and tell the Officer Commanding at the
head of the columnu that the procession must
halt. I accordingly galloped off along the Mall,
through Stafford House Gate, up St James's
Street, and along Piccadilly, telling each of the
Officers Commanding Brigades what had hap-
pened. I then returned down Constitution Hill;
and was glad to find that the car had been
moved ; and had already gone some way towards
its destination.

Anything more impressive than the reception
which the Duke’s body received cannot be
imagined. Few of the millions of London but
contrived to see some part of it. Every atom
of space, that could be utilized, was occupied.
The bands at intervals played Handel's magni-
ficent < Dead March’; as also Beethoven's “On
the Death of a Hero’; the former producing
by far the finer effect. I rode through Whitehall
to the river-steps near the House of Commons:
sent back my horse: and by the steambozt,
which was waiting there, reached St Paul's
Chain. Thence I walked up to the Cathedral:
finding my place among other Members of the
House of Commons, some time before the pro-
cession arrived. The dome of the Cathedral
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wis lighted with gas, and blick curtaing had
buen drwn over the windows, so that the
light from above nught bLe thrown on to the
coffin, the remundcr of the Cathedrl being
in gloom Unfortunately for the effect the day
turned out brlhant I romomber while we were
waiting seang Count \Walewsha  the French
Awbassador, standing up conspicuously among
the diplomatic corps, o thit evcryone might
see lim  [lus was no doubt done at the wise
suggestion of the ragnmg 1mpcror of the
Treneh The serviee, always benutiful was well
performed, and the fine chapter from the | pistle
to the Connthians bang rewd by the Poet Dean
Milman, the coffin was lowered, the cffect of
the ¢Dead March i “Saul , on the organ, was
very poor It conld be sewrcely heard, the or
gannt, by way of bung pathetie, pliving at
too Ymm [here should have beenalarge band
m the Cathedml to pla this glorous melody

Ihe following admimbly wntten Article from
dhe Imes of Norvember 18th, 1852, made n
great nmpression on me at the time

“NBeford the most honourble tomb this country
e give closes over the remuns of our great
General and Statesman, our old and futhful
serant and support, it 15 natural to pause, and
enst vet another hngenng rvetrospeet on the
eareer about to be <o glonouds closed  \Much
has been wntten on this frutful thane, but
few o fiil to obsenve that the sterhing, aml
genume chareter of the Duke of Watumaros
gibus more by careful and critical analysis than
In the mest bnlhant bunts of rhetone, or beat

AN
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‘The <amc quich glance, and unfiltenng hards
hood detected in both the positnlity of § setory
amid the elements of danger Yet this danng
min was not more dinng than cautwas  The
masterly retreat into Portugal the lines of Torres
Vedras, and the tdvance mto the South of
Irnce all testify that the one quality was as
natural to lum as the other  ULnhhe ordinary
campaigners, the whole cvents of the War he
conducted bear the impress of fus single mind
and our intcrest 15, 1 spte of oursedves concen
trated on the General

*Nor should it be forgotten, in estimating
the chims of this greatest of our wamors to
our Gratitude and Respeet, that the Duke of
Wettinetos had to create the Militany System
under which he conquered, and which he has
bequeathed to us The complete system of
the Commmaanat which ficlitated so much
the opcrations of his liter Campaigns, was the
creation of his untinng diligence  the painful
result of Ins unremitting Tabour  He found our
army a disorgamized mass, he left at, at the
«nd of the Pemnsular War, an instrument of
destruchion ad comphete and effionnt as Genms
over fruned, or shill ever wielded

‘Nothing that related to the comfort of the
~oldier was to lum a matter of indifference His
method of cooking, the time, and mavner of
recening his pay, and many other things, which
to ordinany miuds would appenr below the dig
nmty of the heroe stature, wert objects of
constant attention te him, while hie was man
wwmrng n the face of a powerful and <kilful
tnemy , was strivng to ammate las allies with
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his own spirit; cajoling half a dozen obstinate,
and intriguing Juntas; checking the anxiety of
the English Ministry for a little bloodshed, to
help them through the Parliamentary Campaign;
advising Spain on the treatment of her revolted
colonies; and entering into financial speculations
to obtain funds for the payment of his Army.
“Without this spirit, which could dare every-
thing and endure everything, which could
grasp the mightiest events, yet not neglect the
smallest details, it is indeed difficult to conceive
how the Peninsnlar War could have been carried
on to a successful termination. The Duke of
WeLLINgTON alone of all whom history mentions
soared superior to mere good fortune, and im-
pressed upon the proceedings of the day the
unvarying stamp of his own Vigilance, and Genius.
We are, therefore, justified in concluding that
we were successful because we had him for
our Commander; that he was not carried on by
an irresistible tide of events, but made for
himself those opportunities which he knew so
well how to improve. )
<If this was not also the case in his Political
Career, it was probably because he had to deal
with events over which no individual mind can
exercise a commanding influence ; but even here,
dangers, which he counld not avert were clearly
foreseen; justly appreciated ; and prudent!y met.
The Simplicity, Uprightness, and Massiveness
of his character, free from all those perplexing
influences of Vanity, Passion, Irresolution, or
Selfishness which blind the vision of ordinary
mortals, gave his firm, and impassible glance
a peculiar and inexplicable intunition into the
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nmmediate vosults of cvery conguneture of affurs
ctal or amlitars  The medim sas elear sohd
and without a flyw  and the rfracton was free
from distortion oy the dddusive bpdhanny o
prismatic colounng

Awant of themmagnatise 1ol rendered him
v trae a st eathee than o fusightd olsereer
but f the rnge of mentad vivon s himted the
svon with thost Dt was oxquetedy and
unersp s correet Fake Linwistectes e coald
foreser the Detler and the worve  wd ke bim
by the merc dffort of natamt Gemus be eondd
nf\nu strike out the conrse thit ought to b
adopted  Sucli & paser hnuted as it was to the
more wnmediste revults of existing (onjunctures
was the highot porfection of the Practiedd Inted
lect had st cxtended to wore remote contin
geuetes 1t would bave been not Intwtion Hut
Inspuration

* Abmont the ondy good fortunt we e tanbic
to this catrordmey man was that fus povtion
i gase him m conmon with thousands ot
othery, who are gonc dwn to the gmae un
remembered an ensy access to the sphere of
Commnd and Actnity and thnt b mental
qualities wire such as emmently qualiied fam
to be of the utmnt service to fux country, m
a_age of War from without, and of Facthion
and lumult from wathin I fiis Caubion and
Valour repeatudit saved ns frem the most im
minent dinger s Wedom  Mtnotim, md
Maderttim presened us at feast as frequenthy
tromt {nternal discord  perhaps from Revolation
the sery marrowness of the political <choot in
which he wae cduetted probably sened Tns
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the confliching powers of the State  the adver
of the Crown and the moderitor of the Peers

“But hie 1s gone suddenls though not prema
turcly, with lus year and s honoos  3nd
where shall we find the man who capon the
shghtest degree 6l the sod whah 1 Poronagn
~o nugust hoas foft bebmd m >

“There bas boen but one such subjeet simee
Faglind was a Monwcly  nd & wonderfu)
combination of circumstances mst wcur before
thare ean be such another  We are not of thawe
who undirrate the exsting gencmtion of men
m order to render expggerated and often unde
served  honour to thar predecessors Jhore s
not another actor on the pohtical scene whowe
plice cannot be supplird  but nover the phaee
once flled by Artius Weieeary loal we
My it to those who would treat the death off
e Derr as a e for resising old party
dissetisions, who contewst s pohtical wath his
militry career  aud mteoduce the pltn <ot
irisin of partisanstup anto thar estimate of o
<hirncter too sast to he hedd i the bonds of
Frction, esen as I¥aun sard when they told tumof
the death of Avsen Anow v not thata Prinee,
and & Oreat Man bas ifen this day m farud?

AcJulinon has wisely and, ¢ Patnotism (shun
Putrotinm, <the good of iy country ) ‘i the
Tt refuge of the scoundrel  The Dikes pa
triativm was rur\ S0 copsummte was b
Honesty that the somuwhat feeble question put
By lum “How s the hings Government (o be
carmed ou?  did not brng any imputation upon
hix good faith
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Of course to a Statesman this question is
hardly an argument. The duty of a Statesman
is to do his best to carry on the King’s Govern-
ment; and at the same time to withstand nox-
ious measures. The Duke ultimately surrendered
his position in relation to any measure, however
much he disapproved: and, wonderful to relate,
he openly declared to his enemies that he
expected that they would beat him. His well-
known statement in the House of Lords in
relation to Civil War was founded upon Know-
ledge and Generosity; but his declaration that
he would sacrifice his life sooner than see his
beloved country plunged into Civil War for one
month, however admirable in sentiment, was
surely Imprudence itself; at any rate it cer-
tainly led to his defeat.

On ane occasion a member of the King’s
Cabinet apologizing to the rest for not knowing
so much as many of them, the Duke turned to
him, and said “ Don’t apologize: you know quite
as much as you can digest.”

I have alluded to the saying ¢ What a shock-
ing bad hat’. There was another phrase known
in my childhood: ‘No mistake’.

Everyone added to what they had said ‘and
no mistake’. ¢There is a fine horse and no
mistake’; ‘There is a fine woman and no mis-
take’; That was a fine speech and no mistake ;
‘I am quite ready and no mistake’; ‘He has got
it now and no mistake’; etc. etc. ad infinitum.

This saying, apparently unmeaning, origix'm}fed
in the following circumstance. My Huskisson,



111 DLK} a,

the cmment statesman, bemg a member of thi
Government of which the Duke was the head
voted in the Opposition lobby, on a Dhesion in
the Houst of Commons  The Duke who had
10 wlen of fnsubordinvtion wrote to the wanderr
at once to say that the Soveragn would accept
Mr Huskisson s reagnation Mro Hushisson
wrote bach to say thit he hid recened the
Dukes letter and that  there must be some
mistahe  The Duke answercd m s wsunl ten
style “There 1» no mustake  there s been no
mistahe  and there hall be no mistake  and
out went Mr Hushisson Il beenne Anonn
and gue rise to the shing saang

T was introduced to the Duke by my mother
at an evemng party at Lady Laura Meynch o
30 Curron Street, May Yar® fhe Duke shook
liands with me verv handly I lewnt forward
antd safd distinetly < Your Grice may possibls
remember my father, Sir James Iraser? He
answered b remomber fum perfeetly i the
Tth Husaars  His manner, particularls to youny
people, was always most gratifying He alwavs
seemed pleastd “and though frequent presinta
tions must have bored him, he never showed
this i e manner

The 15t and Ind Dukes both bad the wan
defiet, a most uncomfortable one, their tongues
being too lwge for ther mouths, this made
them both ocesuionally martienlate The 15t Pake
overcame this defeet Uy pheng the powt of
the tonguc xo low down as possible 1 the
wouth. This gave & ewernous, and pecular
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often that whatever \ey deserved, he had done
his utmost to prevent fus execution

Ny s infatuntion w refusing the tnbuml of
Marshals four of whom were his own comrades
wd nsisting upon beng tned by the House
of Peur, tctmmp st that tane with politieal
xatumnent and ranecour brought whout lus fate
In appointing the Marhabs to trv Jom § <hal)
always bohieve that the Trench Government
wished to get out of 1 difficuit sitnibon but m
spite of the advice of s excellent and chual
rous frond and advecate Burryer the Prnec
of the Moscowa abroluteds refused any tribunal
bat tht of the Pewrs  The fint words that
Berryer addressed to ham after 1he sentence
werd ¢ My poor foend vou would hueat so
the Duhe never an fus Dfe showed anvihing
but a feeling of groat flumnmty  great { orbear
ancy, and whatever e may fiave thought of
\ey » conduct, and let us remember that Water
loo und s slaughter would not have tahen phace
had it not bieen for Ney s gommg Napoleon, he
deenledhy feft no stonc unturned to prevent hug
daath Me Quentin Dk, who wat o the
{rish Parhunent, and after the Unon, in the
Ingitsh Parhiuent for wans 3eam whom )
huew well, saw Marshial Ney shot, and deseribed
the (xecubon 1o me

s haquas de place told fum, on the morning
of the fatal dav, that Mardial Ney wav 1o In
shot i the Gandens of the [uxdmbourg, be
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him, to prevent the Duke having any OPPor
tunity of personally asking that Ney's life should
be spared, that not only did Louis XVIII turn
his back upon the Duke, when he approached
him; but the Comte d'Artois placed himself
petween the Duke and the King. The Duke
felt this insult very much: and, openly, and
very properly, showed his resentment. After
Marshal Ney was shot, and their object was
attained, every effort was made on the part of
the French Royal Family to recop 3

to the King. The Comte d Artois, afterwards
Charles X, called upon the Duke; and beggt

him, almost on his knees, to visit the King. The
Duke sternly refused : pointing out that he knew
perfectly well the motives that had influenced the
Comte d Artois, and others. For some time he

abstained from all approach t0 the Sovereign-

At length, possibly from political necessitics

he consented to an interview with the King ot
business; but 1 believe that he showed to t
last how deeply he felt the indignity t© which

he had been exposed. .
For the abuse Javished upoun him by envious

minds he cared nothing, b

the last, he felt deep
he had received at the hands of those to whom

Lie had given # singdom.

The ¢nd Duke of Wellington told me these
facts more than once

Among those who joined in the ery against
the Duke was one who, for many reasons, ought
_to have kpown better; one who had hims¢
met with Calumny, and who had been socially
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with the figure 1. He conceived that this might
have been from carelessness: but he ascertained
from some memorandum that the Duke had
done it intentionallv. Indeed, as a matter of
good sense, any number would be superfluous
at the beginning of a document; the other
numbers 2, 5, 4, ete., being carefully placed to

mark the separation.

1 have always thought that the Duke, at the
time of the difficulty with Queen Caroline,
formed a very sound, and, I am sure, a.not
ill-natured opinion relating to her. It appears
from a book lately published that so far from
the Queen having Deen excluded from West-
minster Abbey, arrangements were made "at
each door for her admission: and a pew, or
reserved seat, was kept for her. The Rt Hon
George Bankes, of Kingston Lacy, who held
office in Lord Derby’s Government in 1852,
told me that, as a Page, he witnessed what
took place on the Queen’s arrival at the Abbey.
Her carriage stopped at the small gate leading
to Poet’s Corner, immediately opposite to the
House of Lords. The Queen, with her Lady-
in-Whaiting, and Lord Hood, walked up the
narrow passage between the railings; and at the
actual door of the Abbey was received by some
official, whose duty it was to inspect the tickets
of persons admitted. He said that this persorz
may or may not have known the Queen by
sight: few people did. The official gentleman
said to the Queen “Madam, I must,ask you
for your ticket”. The reply was “Idon’t require
a ticket: I am the Queen”. The official made
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In her delinum before death, Queen Caroline
never alluded to ber alleged accomplice.

It has been smd of the Duke that he was asked
what were the rules for a good speaher ain pubhic
this 13 a mistake  The Duhe was asked whether
e had rules for his ownspeahing he sud ¢ Only
two onec 1s I never speak about what I hnow
nothng, and the other I never quote Latn
With his imperfect recollection of Latin quan
tiies, the latter rule, as wcll ns the former,
shawed s good sense

. L '

. LY ~ - »
sequitur bcing, of coure that he had beaten
im, and therdfore that he was greater B
took c1re to pomt out how the Duke of Marl
horough bad been thwarted by the States Geneml,
and by his other Allies When raminded that the
1 nglish Government had refused Inm what he
wanted, at lent accordmg to the popular im
pression, he generously replied “No, thes always
1illed when 1 pressed them

e Duke escped one great sauree of Lany,
which accounted for some of the venom with
which Marlborougls was attached  The Duke
wias g0t a beauty  Marlborough was the hand
xome<t man of s day  Noone could posubly say
of the Dule that his way an ugly fice, teeming
with charcter, and with good {eatures, one woul
certainly put him on the boaaty side o thed
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and earnest portion of the population that a
great effect would be produced if the Charity
Children of London attended the Queen, and
expressed to her Majesty their conviction that
she was perfectly innocent. It will be remem-
bered that Lord Denman, after an eloguent,
.and final harangue in defence of the Queen,
after protesting for a day that her Majesty’s
character was spotless, terminated his speech in
this remarkable manner: he entreated the House
of Lords to follow the example of One, whosc
name is too sacred to be here inserted; and
implored the Peers to say to her Majesty “Go,
and sin no more”. This excited some derision
among his professional brothers; however, the
passage was thought not unworthy of being:
turned into a Hymn. Accordingly the innocent
children, who were assembled in front of Bran-
denburg House, the Queen being on the bal-
cony, addressed her in the following verse, sct

to a well-known psalm tune:

Gracious Lady! we implore

! Yon will go, and sin no more:
Or, 1if the effort be too great.
Go away at any rate!

Lord M., who is now living, has told me that
1e remembers the Queen’s entrance into Lof\d?n-

The mob surrounded her carriage ; exclaiming
-ociferously ¢ God bless your Majesty ; we knoy\f’
_vou are innocent; God bless your innocent son .
This allusion being to William Austin, who was
in the carriage. George IV scems to hiave bCCfl
most annoyed by Alderman Waod sitting next .

- to the Queen.
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In her delinum before death, Queen Caroline
never alluded to her alleged accomplice

It has been said of the Duke that he was asked
what were the vules {or a good speaker i public
thas is a mistake. The Duke was 1sked whether
he had rules for his ownspeahing he sud #Only
twa one 15 § never sperk about what I Loow
notlang, and the other 1 never quote Latin
With his imperfect recollection of Lapifi quan-
llies, the Iatter rule, as well as Jhe former,
showed hus good sense
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sequitur being, of course, ¢hat he had beaten
him, and thercfore thit he wad greater He
touh care to point out how the Duoke of Marl
horough had been thwarted by the Statps General,
and by bis other Alies When rem?j;d that the
1oglsh Govermment had refusedfum what he
wanted, at least nccording to the populsr m
pression, he generoushy replied ANo, they always
vidded when I pressed them™
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The Duke evcaped ene freat source of Yoy,
wiuch aecounted for same of the venom with
which Matlborough wa¢ attached The Duke
w1t not a bewaty  Matlborough was the hand-
<omest man of s day' No one could possibly say
of the Dule that heywas an ugly face, teeming
with character, and with good features, one would
certamly put him on the beauty side of the hine
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conduet of his Regimental Officers; but their
behaviour at Waterloo, many of them never
" having been in action before, roused the enthu-
siasm even of his philosophical nature. He
describes them behaving as if they were playing
at cricket. Most of us have read the well-
" known passage in Montalembert, where he des-
cribes the Duke as saying “ The battle of Waterloo
was won in the playing fields of Eton”. The man-
liness of that great school told upon his Officers.

The Duke said that Strathfieldsaye, which
séems to have been bought in a hurry, in order
‘to be presented to him, would have ruined any

other man.

Apsley House, which has been called ‘No. 1.
London’, was, when purchased for the Duke,
of red brick; and belonged, I believe, to Lord
Bathurst. Like most corner houses, itis, 1 sh@ﬂd
say, a cold house in the winter; three sides
being exposed; but it is bright and cheerful;
the situation very healthy; and easy of access to
the Parks and the west end of London generally.

No man ever extorted Admiration, without
much valuing it, more than the Duke of Wel-

lington. Johnson wisely says in his preface to

< #How easy is it to obtain Prais’e
for hin who man ma . The Duke’s

for him whom no man may envy !”

* character triumphed over this. He forced M?}?n;
kind, as it were, to their knees: and, in e
end, they could no more shut Fhen- eyes] tosun
greatness than obscure the light of the

[

at noon.

3
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wn, was buiit by Sir Thomas Gresham and
t:o(lu’een Elnahct{\ visting 1t, having at her
entry remarked that st was a puty to dinde the
court yard by a wall, her Majesty, on msing
the next mormng, found that her loyal subject.
had removed the impedment

1 have spoken of Lady Jersey's appearance
1 remember Madame Collorédo, for many years
Austnan Ambassadress in London, speaking to
me of her at Mce soon after Lady Jerseys
desth,  Some French lacdies were 1n the coom,
and the conversatien was ¢amed on i that
Ianguage  She turned to them and said «I
will tell you what Lady Jersey was A quatre
vingt ans elle portait une robe déeolletée, et
cllec netat pas choquante

More remarkable than all, dunng a long bfe,
passed 1 a most scandalous age, no word was
crer uttered agawast her character this I hnow
from those who <aw her 1 Youth, and Prime

Lord Welledey and the Duke of Wellington
wue at the same house at hton  The rooms
were w my day o the same state as when
occupied by the Duke The windows looked
Into the garden, through which 1s the path to
\Iu:l l‘:nnt hdoor hT}:e house stands across the
tnd to the nght, when you ents
e St s you enter Eton from

1 tecewed the followmp letter fro
eoull not be mistaken mgkhe m’kl!e:n onewhe

“My dear Fraser, “5th Apnl, 1839
"1 can mve you nformatio
Dake s and Lord W cllesley s roams a‘t\ E'l;:u‘:“l,gc
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and his family, of her fortune. He accordingly
settled it upon any daughter that might be
born of the marriage. The' daughter that was
born was Sarah Lady J ersey ; who always remain-
ed a partner in’ Child’s bank.

Osterley is a beautiful house. I have visited
it during its occupation by Duchess William of
Cleveland; who was an excellent ienant of
Lord Jersey’s for many years.

I discovered in the Library which was pur-
chased by Mr Child about 1770, and no book
of which had apparently been touched from
that time, a perfect Foust's Bible; and a parch-
ment copy in manuscript with beautiful illu-
minations of Gower’s Confessio dmantis. These
most valuable books, with many others, were
lying absolutely unprotected; and at the mercy
of any ignorant, and still more of any knowing,
and crafty, individual., I begged that my hostess
would point out the fact to the owner of the'
house: and they were afterwards protected by
wire net.

The Collection was sold a few yearsago; and
fetched a very large sum; the two bookshl
have mentioned fetching many hundreds. ?‘he
furniture in every room in the house, Of“'l”c]’
I believe, but very little has been remloze( ’
was the most perfect that could be hauglt ]';
the time, 1770-1780. Every carpet, cu)r t'l:v v
lamp, bedstead ete. were in the ideal pcr?tc :)ld
of that period; and many very valuable i
pictures hang still in the bright sunny S(:)on‘
gallery. The walls of one large square 1;, ;
are covered with beautiful French ia_;:ik
This bears the date. The house, as i )
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You are quite vight about their being the two
rooms just inside the door, and passage, between
the boys’ part and my own part, on the first floor.

“When I was building the rooms at right
angles to the old house, I got Lord Hardinge
to bring the great Duke down to my house
from the Castle; and to point out his room.

“The Duke made at once for the recess or
lobby, on the right hand of the passage. The
Duke said <That we called “Maidens’ Bower”
because the boys’ maids sat there at work
every afternoon’. His, and Lord Wellesley's
rooms were opposite that.

“ Accordingly, when I was pulling down a good
deal of the old house, I religiously preserved
those two rooms.

«“Further; I was told at the time by an old
Etonian that the Duke’s name had been seen
in one of the rooms cut out on some of the
panelling: I searched in vain for jt.

«Thirty-five yvears after that, when I wus
staying with Provost Goodford at the Lodge,
what should I see in his Drawing-room but a
picture of the Duke, with a piece of a skzrtm:sz*
board or panelling, with the name cut on1
¢Wellesley min., 1784". . .

«] said to the Provost ¢What does this mean:

«<Oh’ he said, ‘that board wis found in tl\xé‘
Duke’s room in your old house’. I was obhgil'v.L
to say ¢Provost, you have been boa.\:cd):, t‘k}d
was never cut out in 1784 ¢ Why not?" sai
the Provost. *Because in 178+ the Duke’s name
was ¢ Wesley minimus”, not Wellesley:. N

“The Old Dean of Windsor, Wellesley, was

dining there: and I appealed to him. He
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curacy in Kent.” On the Duke becoming ac-
. Quainted with Mr Gleig, ‘the latter said that
he had always wished to be made Chaplain to
Chelsea Hospital. Later on this was done: and
he ultimately developed into Chaplain-General
of the Forees. I have heard him preach occa-
sionally at Chelsea, and thought his style good;
simple; terse: with not unfrequent apostrophic
- appeals to “Soldiers I”. I cannot, however, quite
forgive him for his dulness abont the Duke's
bedstead, at Apsley Fouse.
- Some one remarking to the Duke that no
one could turn in such a bed, he replied «When
a2 man begins to turn in his bed, it is time he
should turn out”. Gleig mangles this: making
the Duke say “When a man begins to turn in
his bed, it is time he should get up!”

I have said that no portrait of the Duke was
like him. I bad a very interesting conversation
with the 2nd Duke on this subject. He said
“] agree with you that none of the portraits
of my father are like him”. I said «1 cannot
account for the fact of every one represenfing
him with hollow, lantern’, cheeks; whercas
his head was formed on the most beautiful
lines; particularly the straight line from the
corner of the jaw: his was a fine, massive, Sym-
metrical head; only fit to be sculpturcd in
granite ; faultless in its proportions:a head such
16 you dom’t see twice in your life; such he
was, when I recollect him ™. The.Dukc z'cp]de }
“Yes, you are quite right! I will tell you al
hout . You may have observed that my

ather, when not speaking, had a movement of
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to recommend you to the King for the Bishopric
of Gloucester, which has recently become vacant.
Please to let me have your answer so soon as
you can. Yours faithfully, WELLINGTON ",

An authentic story is told of a certain noble
lord, whose name 1 will suppress; but who
held at one time a very important political
position. Being on duty at the Horse Guards
with the Guard of the Household Cavalry, he
bad occasion to write a note to the Duke of
Wellington, who was in the Commander in
Chief’s office closely adjacent. The Duke looked
at the addvess; and finding himself designated
on it as ‘Field Martial’, asked with surprise
where the note came from; without opening it.
He was told from the Officer commanding the
Guard of the Blues. The Duke sent the note
back with the intimation that Captain had
made a mistake in the address. Another note
was promptly brought to the Duke, in which
the word ‘Martial’ had been changed into a
word, representing the senior member of a well-
known firm in Oxford Street. This the Duke
could not stand; and he told the story in every
direction. It is to be hoped that in these
days of examinations such an awful solecism is
now totally unknown. I may say that notwith-
standing his ignorance of the humble art of
etymology, the individual in guestion pla.yed 50
successful a part in life as anyone of his day-

The Duke invariably wore such uniform as
he was entitled to, that had relation to the
circumstances in which he was placed. On auy

v
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the enomn but by the Officer commanding the
Divssun or Brgade  The enemy at & moderate
dirtance eannot postbls tell the difference bes
tween blue and groen, scilow and white, nor
indeed observe the fieing, so Yong as it Heon-
fited ta the cutfh amd collar, whereas the

Y
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with unlimited Energy was shown in his face,
and in his demeanour. ;

Disraeli told me that the best reading he had
ever had was the Middle Series of the Duke of
Wellington’s Dispatches; from 1819 to 1832."

The history of the Duke of Wellington’s Sword
was told to me by the 2nd Duke at a dinner
party at Lady Elizabeth Steele’s, 22 Upper Brook
Street. Some time afterwards the Duke, at Apsley
House, placed the Sword in my hands, saying
“That is my father’s sword which I told you
about”. I have lately examined it twice in the
glass case in which it lies at Apsley House. It
is at present labelled “ Sword worn by the Duke
of Wellington in the Peninsula”. It hasa black
scabbard with a very deep gilded cap on the
point with Eastern orpamentation; two loops
for the ‘carriers’; no guard whatever over the
gripe. On returning o my chambers I examined
the water-colour portrait which I have of the
Duke, by Dighton. The Sword which the Duke
wears in that portrait is the same as that whl‘ch
I have just named. I also took the opportunity
of again examining in the supper-room at Apsley
House the silver-gilt statuette of the Duke by
Count d’Orsay. The same Sword is precisely
copied in every detail in this Statuette. 'I may
soint out also that in my water-colour by Dighton
he sword-knot hangs over the hand, and mxghi:
ve taken for a ‘guard’; there is no ‘guard
vhatever to this sword, which is thoroughly
lastern in character. Wishing to be perfectly
ccurate on such a very interesting matter, I
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, The origin of the flat watches, which have
been popular for several generations, is curious.
When the Allies took possession of Paris, thefe
was, of course, a great demand for French watches.
“Breguet’ and ‘Le Roy’ are names still famous,
Up to that time watches had been convex; in
fact they acquired the name of ‘turnips’ from
their shape. The reason of the change of form
- was this. In several foreign armies, particularly
the Russian, smart Colonels objected to the
. “bulbous’ appearance of watches either in the
breast of the uniform, or the “fob’ of the nether
garments; considering that they spoiled the
symmetry of the figure: hence came the necess-
ity for the watchmakers of the ¢Palais Rayal’
to contrive a method of avoiding this difficulty ;
and we have since had the blessing, no small
one, of flat watches. Let anyone compare his
father's watch with his grandfather’s; he will
‘appreciate the change.
' "1 have a flat watch given to my father by
Lord Anglesey 'very soon after Waterloo. It
was bought of Le Roy in 1814, and has the
Earl’s Coronet of Uxbridge.

The father of my friend M. 5., a Nox:th Devon

" Worthy, accompanied the Duke on his visit to
Antwerp, after Waterloo. The Duke was x:eceu:cd
there, as elsewhere, by the multitude with wild

i . They clung round his horse and
enthusiasm hey g hors ,D and

used every expression of idolatry. .
d when his

took not the slightest notice: an
‘ was pleased, he

companion asked him if he ‘
l'epligd «Not in the least: if I had failed, they

wonld have shot me.”
{
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None of the family knew for what purpose that
baleony was placed there. It not only faced
the " Park, but also was continued round the
corner where there was no window. The pur- -
pose for which this balcony was erected was
-to watch the executions at Tyburn Tree.

On the first page of this volume I have not
alluded to the Prince of Orange. The Prince,
holding the rank of full General, was nominally
the Second in Command ; but it cannot be suppos-
ed that the Duke wounld commit the destinies
of Europe to an inexperienced lad of twenty-two.

The 1st Lord Seaton, who was the Prince’s
Military  Secretary, but who acted with his
Regiment the 32nd at Waterloo, spoke of him
as a ‘growiug lad’. Of exceptional bravery,
when severely wounded, and carried from the
field, he took off his principal decorations, and
handed them to the Officers of the Regiment
near which he fell. They still preserve them.

It has occurred to me, only as a possibility,
that Lord Seaton, then Col. Colborne, being
at his elbow, the Prince of Orange might have

succeeded the Duke.

The Duke, writing to a very intimate fneng
after Waterloo, says “I never had so muc

trouble with a battle in my life”; speaking t{)f
it as a man would, I assume, of a domesti

uarrel. ‘
! I have been told by two General Officers .t]hat
hey heard the Duke say, spéaking of \\7ate1100,
‘If T had had my <Bordeaux’ army at W ate;‘1 00,
'd have swept him off the fice of the earthin
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on reflection, and reading, as I have done care-
fully, the circumstances of the Duke of \Welling-
ton’s duel with Lord \Vinchilsea, I came to the
conclusion that the Duke had selected Lord
Hardinge because he was one who would do
what he was told. The Duke, with his admirable
shrewdness, felt that he had head enough for
arty mumber of men. The imputation made
against the Duke was most unworthy; and it
seems very much to be regretted that Lord
Winchilsea did not absolutely and completely
retract it. The Duke, as exceptional men do,
knew clearly where Honour stops. He felt that
the imputation made against him was not the
ordinary imputation of one Statesman against
another, but that it reflected upon his personal
character. He had no doubt that he must, and
ought to resent it. He gave his adversary every
opportunity of retracting; and, according to
what Lord Winchilsea's eldest son told me,
fired straight at him, when on the field.

I believe that the Duke of Wellington as a
boy, and young man, showed nomarks of intellect.
Like many men of surpassing energy, he probably
found Latin grammar not to his taste. Indeed, I
believe that in general the greatest minds mature

latest; and are

Mellowed by the stealing hows of Time.

The attitude of the Duke, in Landseer’s pic-
ture, showing the field of \Vaterloo to L:l'd}
Douro, makes him uch too senile. On horee-
back, he never had that appearance in the least.
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assembled at Vienna must have come to a cool-
. ness; if not a quarrel. The reason of Napoleon's
apparently premature return was that his infor-
mants told him that the Family of Orleans were
intriguing for the throne. That this was true is
confirmed by the fact that on hearing that Napo-
leon had landed at Fréjus, Fouché, Duke of
Otranto, the arch-intriguer, advised Louis XVI,
previous to his leaving France, to make the
Duke of Orleans Lieutenant-General of the
Kingdom. This seems very like an attempt
on the Throne, developed earlier than its pro-

jectors intended.

The word ¢Wellington’ inscribed on the
Waterloo Medal is, I should say, the only case
of a man wearing a medal bearing his own name.
The medal has not much pretension as a work
‘of art, but is inoffensive. It is a curious illustration
of the different extrinsic values which these things
possess that it became necessary to make the
Medal a <Soldier’s Necessary’; so that he would
be punished if he sold, or pawned it. I assume
that it was made of silver, so that the soldier
might attach more value to it: the secret of
the preservation of these things is that the
material of the article should be valueless, the

extrinsic value priceless.

I assume that to one in the position of the
Duke whose every word would be valued and
repeated, it was necessary to have a conventional
courtesy of reply, which may or may not have
touched his conscience. I remember perfectly
1t a ball at Devonshire House, standing at the
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head of the wlite marble stareise when the
Duke of Wellington walked up the sturs He
came Jate | heard alady v1y 1 suppose, Duke,
you hue been to sce the new phy? |, the oc
castion bedng, unless 1 am mistahen, the pmate
performance of Lord Lyttans play Aot a0 Had
ar mr Seem fur the bendfit of the Guild of
Litemture and Art The Duke raphed Yes,
I hue™ “What did you think of 12 “Very
rood ndeed, very pood aindeed  Capital, cantaf,
very good deed™ Fle then walked oninto the
crovd A few minates Iter | happened to be
in the draning room 1 heand nnn(‘hrr lady e
“Tell me, Duke, what was the pliy about?
“Couldn't hear a word  not a wornd Thus, I
fecd sure, ke my Uncle Toby s math must have
been blatted out by the Recording Angdl

Av rigands the envy by which he was sur-
rounded until the Tater years of his hife, he, na
doubt, took the prcties] view expressed by <ir
Walter Seott.

it Walter compares one who b acquired
Fame to him wha gallops through a viltages
lf the curs hark at Bim- he adds, with fus
usual goad sene, that should e stop to chas.
tree e1ch, he would not reach the end of hus
journey  The Dukes vien conaded with this

1 found that \Me Knox, author of novels, who
tved at Drighton, had purchaced every news.
aper publnhel on the of the
Juhe's death  Should my volume come into
the hands of the present owner, 1 should he
glad to purchise the collection

3
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has been confined i a pablic guard the Com
mander of the Torees desires that the attendinee
of the Brgade of Guards at the «xeceution ta
morrow 3y be dispensed with

In an crelur part of this work 1 told the
oy of Prowdent Grant dimng st Aploy House
I regret that 1 oashed the ond Duke what ecadly
ok plice  Hloweser s the rowder has bad
the full cyoyment of the story 1 must now,
in the mterts of truth statc what the Duke
teld me happonad He sand that dunug dinner
Goneral Oeant hept trang to get I to say
what was the grettest number of men that s
fathier had commanded w the edd  The Duke
wided ¢ sanw what he was at af [ had sud
fortv or ity thousand men, he would have
rphed “Well, J hwe commanded a hundred
thousand , so | was detenmmned not to answer
his questions as to this and 1 succecred

Williun IV made an osecllent chan e i the
dresyof the army Bl inssted upon the Otficers
of lus Rtegular Troops weanng Gold hee, of the
Trregatar, Silver 1t appoare band that & man
who by gone round the werld, and devoted
Ine hfe to scring in the most unhealthy ch
nates and who has beon repaatediy in actron,
should wear the same umform as one who has
never It Ly own County A« momnds the
enemy Ieing mmunrd to distinguish between
the Militia and Regubir Pegiments, the Militia
Hegunents have alwars shown themselves to be
quite equal to thewr brethren in amm, indecd
men than ane of the Watthes 1 Spoin was mon
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mainly by men who had just joined from the
Militia. . The notion that, at a quarter of a
mile, or indeed at a hundred yards, after a
little bad weather, the enemy could distinguish
between gold and silver lace seems ludicrous.

When the Duke was asked about the new
conical bullet, he said *“Not less than an ounce;
or it will not break a horse’s leg™; meaning, of
course, that the diameter should not be less than
that of an ounce ball. This particular advice
was not understood, nor followed.

It has been said that the words ¢ Glorious’,
and ‘Glory’, do not occur in the Duke’s
Dispatches. As a matter of historic truth,
this is not the case. They do occur: but the
Duke never appealed to them as an incentive

to his soldiers.

An instance of the Duke’s shrewdness, and
self-respect oceurred at the opening of the great
Exhibition of 1851. While waiting for Her
Majesty to arrive, a Chinaman, in his native
costume, walked into the inner circle of the
Ministers, Court etc., and addressed the Duke.
The latter saw at a glance that the man was
of no importance in his own country, beckoned
to a policeman, and had him instantly removed.

The Crown has no longer the power to create
Irish peers. When Disraeli was asked wbether
an Irish Peerage was valnable, I heard him say
“Valuable ! why the World is governed by Igsh
peers; look at Castlereagh, and Palmerston.



iy e A1

At ope tine gy, Nonseny g, titkey
Rrds gy, valyel s, bt o Pretige
Long Rusee gy Seered af e Doy, tard 3

b oo e, oo 4 S gy Ane
tht e oy POser of Lot o Pprove
" e b, oI W g,

Bl S R R or Q.
fvdeas \yy, Such wg, the gy R T W
[ Wosdom, and Hone gy by Fun p gy State«
I thet not g, would dap, o, T gy
e e alyecreq

Well mighy g, PP o the gy, wand
o the pregy frisly Oritor 4y redatigy o, Lorg
Ehathay, . T Secrtan atood Aoy, modpy,
degenemey ad not g, ehied fyy,

Dup,

)
Mg |

Homee Watpate g, o othe s gy,
Comedy g "yl who [y o Tragedy g
thove “ho Lepl The Duke pmln“} Doked
uPon L fron the forer ot of 4,2 Hiy

Alter o tie, SOTOw gy \ulrrnn;: It jo g
Posible to copopg e M Intelleey 'y, as ki,
(L Y9 been devod of :«:nnbthh, but .
fron s, Hennren), nhich pe fuvsra, treised
R T R effect of ¢ e of



136 THE DUKE

cleverest of his family; indeed he was a man
of exceptional gifts. One trait of his Wisdom
was_exhibited on his death-bed. VWhen informed
by his Physicians that he could not live beyond
a few days, the King at once sent for his Ministers,
and said to them ¢TI shall be dead within a week.
At once reduce the five per cents.: and shackle
the Press. The -hatred of the middle classes (Ia
haine bourgeoise) will be buried in my coffin.
Omit to do this, and it will cost my successor
his throne”. His orders were not obeyed: and
we know the result. -

‘When the Duke was asked to what charac-
teristic of his mind he attributed his invariable
success, he replied “I attribute it entirely to
the application of good sense to the circumstances
of the moment.”

The Duke, when in Spain, wisely allowed his
Regimental Officers of all ranks toride. Twaddle,
of course, would denounce this, as settingqbad
example to the men, and say that the Officers
avoided fatigues, which the men were obliged
to submit to. The Officers showed themselves,
when necessary, quite capable of sharing the
hardships of the men; in fact it was not un-
frequent for an Officer to lend his horsc to a
wounded, or fatigued man; the Duke consx'd(?l'Cd
that the balance was in favour of their nd}ng,
and for this reason; when the Regiment arrived
with the men exhausted, if the Officers had
been in the same condition, but little trouble
would have been taken to provide for the night:
whereas the Regimental Officers being compara-
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, ,not agree particularly well. Both were men of
exceptional capacity: and the Duke knew that
Cre}\?furd was, what was sadly wanting in the
British army, a Scientific Soldier. He had been
thoroughly educated in his profession, in addi-
tion to having great intellectual power. But
he was hot-tempered, and self-willed.

The first quality, I believe, the Duke did
not mind; but, knowing his own surpassing
Wisdom, he felt acutely being thwarted by
those beneath him. I do not feel competent
to criticise Craufurd’s conduct in relation to
the battle of the Coa; and, being his nephev,
I shall not presume to do so. His reception
by the Duke the following morning on Parade
is well known. “I am glad to see you safe
General Cranfurd !”. “I was never in danger”.
“Oh! I was”. General Cranfurd, walking away,
said “He’s damned crusty this morning !”. The
Duke no doubt felt that he must do onc of
two things, either send General Craufurd to
England; or, if he could not spave him, which
no doubt was the case, to do nothing. He
adopted the latter course. The simple instrue-
tions to storm Ciudad Rodrigo were carried ont
with the greatest possible skill, and General

Craufurd lost his life by placing himself in a
't everything was done with

position to - - :

precise ac/ .. ‘died when in front, to

the left, ¢ Storming Party, but
z I .

’ “h-bed: and

- Du «
i ot that
Tween
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', not agree particularly well. Both were men of
exceptional capacity: and the Duke knew that

Craufurd was, what was sadly wanting in the
British army, a Scientific Soldier. He had been
thoroughly. educated in his profession, in addi-
tion to having great intellectual power. DBut
he was hot-tempered, and self-willed.

+The first quality, I believe, the Duke did
not mind; but, knowing his own surpassing
Wisdom, he felt acutely being thwarted by
those beneath him. I do not feel competent

< to criticise Craufurd’s conduct in relation to

the battle of the Coa; and, being his nephew,

I shall not presume to do so. His reception
by the Duke the following morning on Parade
is well known. “I am glad to see you snie
General Craufurd !”. “I was never in danger'. ..
“Oh! I was”. General Craufurd, walking a»"
said “He’s damned crusty this mornir-

Duke no doubt felt that he mus.

‘two things, either send Gemeral G

England ; or, if he could not spare hi.

no doubt was the case, to do nothin,
adopted the latter course. The simple in

tions 1o storm Ciudad Rodrigo were carriea
with the greatest possible skill, and Gene.
Craufurd lost his life by placing himself in
position to see that everything was done with'
precise accuracy. He died when in front, to
the left, not only of the Storming Party, but

‘of the Forlorn Hope. bed; and

The Duke visited him on his death X
Cranfurd having expressed his deep regret tha

" there should have been a difference between

them, the Duke subsequently refiatcd the con-
' )
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seration saymg “Croufurd tatked to me asthyy
do 1 a novel Ihe Duke and the whole of
the Saff attended General Craufund's funerd
(ne of the most stnking petures | base ever
setn was Hhown many yeirs ageat the Gallesy of
Nudtration  Among 1 senes of dissoing views
was one of the Duke standing alone before the
High Altar 1 the Cathedral of Cudad Rodngo,
tooking at the cofin of Generl Craufurd, which
was pliced on 1 bier unmediately 1 front of st
1 regret very much that 1 did not follow up
an enquiry as to further mnute particolars
refating to the stormung of Ciuded Rodnze My
dtar and execllent fnend, the 1st Lord Seaton,
who comunded the 3°nd on the micht, coul”
I hue oo doubt, have told me much; and.t
onc_veravon, shen <taing at the Buerfect
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heard when seated in ‘the ‘long low room’
which Byron idealizes.

So far as History records, there was no firing
whatever on the night between the 15th and

16th of June;

The car rattling in the stony street

may have suggested the idea to his imagination;
but as the French army was at Charleroi; and
they had no one to fire at (there had been
fichting in the day), this seems to be purely
fanciful. It was very remarkable, that although
the firing at \Vaterloo was heard in Norfolk,
it was not heard by the Division of the Army
that was out of sight of the field towards the
west. They knew nothing till the next morning.

 Waterloo gave a patent of Nobility to all
who were present. So long as Britain shall
exist, a man who can trace his ancestry to one
who fought at Waterloo, will have a position

of distinction.

Probably the most popular caricatures that

came out in relation to the Duke were the set
ures as the

by Heath in which the Duke fig !
man ¢ Wot drives the Sovereign’. Another is

¢The Guard wot looks after the Sovelt';igtl;l;

The Guard (Lady C.) is made to say :
King ‘Keep your eye on them leaders, George.

When Lord Anglesey was appoix.lted to con;-
mand the Cavalry for the Campaign of 1815,

some one who was intimate with the Dul\:e
remarked to him that ne thought Lord Anglesey’s

}
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exclaimed “God save Her Majesty; and may
every one of you have a wife Jike her!”

Lord Brougham stated privately that he hud
no doubt that Queen Caroline's mind was more
or less affected, and that this affection took the
form of an inordinate wich lo nune infants:
whenever she saw a wother. or nuse with a
child in arms, she would order it to be hrought
to her house at Blackheath, This of ecoure
gave rise to the scandals, which at that time
surrounded her. As regards the parentage of
William  Auwstin there could be no deult that
his father and mother were clearly identified
by the Government; and although prudence
dictated this step, the result was thoreughly
<atisfactory.

It has bheen <aid as a good illustration of the
difficulty of ascertaining facts that when the
Duke at a great Review in Hyde Park, where
many Lhous.mds of persons were Hooking on,
fell Trom his horse, no agreement could be fonnid
as to what had h.lp;nmd. Some saidt e horee
reared s others thut he *buehed’. Sowme that he
laid down, and rolled wpon the Duke: other.
that the Duke had a fit. Some said that st wae
in going away; others that it was «omn ailer
arriving.  No onc agreed as to whers the [
m~<~urrcd ¢ a large number declared that he b

no fall at all.

Soon after the Duebhes death, Hovbuel, !h--
Member for Sheflicld, told o story inonpess ot
that place, whieh he wuh ogqun ntly wnredd s
wis preci c'l_\' trite, ’ﬁtm.u‘v' HIgnt m*m!*t | U
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Na militaty spectacle of the hmd, that 'l
hine seen, ?:ns cqualled that of the Duke’s
raming on to the Parade of the Flanh Com-
pamtes of the Foot Guards, in the rear of !h’e
Horse Guards, on the mormng of the Queen’s
tuthdyy  The Duke, as Commander m Cluef,
accompamed by a numerous, and most splendid
Staff rode down Comstitution Hill from Apsley
House He was dressed m the umform of hus
Hement, the Grepwdier Guards. The hne
was of course formed previous to his arnval
with the squidron of the Life Guards on duty
on the nght flank.

At the first strohe of the Horse Guards
clock  the Duke appeiwred on the left flank of
the me At the moment that hus horse passed
the extreme left the word was gmiven by the
Commanding Officer to stand at ‘ Attenton®,
then Present arms  instantly the magmficent
band of the three Remments of Guards, with
thar drums and fifes, numbernng together aver
<Ot nstruments plased the fisst note of Handel's
glonuus mr - Not snce the composition of “See
the Conquenng Hero comes can 1t ever have
been nven under more efiechve crcumstances
While fistening to that grand melody you looked
at the mythty onqueror °

The Duhe on arms bang presented, mnstantly
and slowly rued fus naht hand nearly touchmng
the luser nght edge of hns bearshin with two
finzers. He rode slowly scross the Farnde, and
the coremons of ‘Trooping the Colours' was
gone through. Donng tlis tme <ome well
chosen air, not unfrequently the ¢ Benediction
des Porgnands , from Les lIx:znmou, was plaged.
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The March-Past followed. The united bands
plaved Mozart’s noble melody ¢Non piu andmi’:
the finest march for slow time that ever was
composed. Afterwards the Guards marched past
in quick time; the Grenadiers playing 1%¢
British  Grenadiers; the Coldstream Guards a
beautiful March known as ZThe Milanollo. the
most perfect, as regards time, that I have heard;
the Scots Guards, the national, but mediocre:
melody il ye go fo Inverness?. The line then
advanced, and presented arms: the Duke again
saluted ; leaving the ground amidst tumultuous

cheering.

The Duke of Wellington speaking of Napo-
leon frequently called him ‘Jonathan \Wild the
Great’, a humorous expression which will be
understood by those who have read the life of
the latter by Fielding. He seems to have had
a much more just appreciation of Napoleon than
Napoleon had of him. Nothing could be more
absurd than the Emperor’s idea expressed at
St Helena, that the Duke of Wellingten would,
or conld take possession of the Throne of Fng-
land. The first Napoleon’s downfall was mainly
owing to his utter incapability of comprehending
the British Character. He fook a conventional
and vulgar view of Mankind. and was utterly
bafled by these who have shown themsilves
to be unconveutional. The Irish Poct undertood
the British when he said they were

With daring aims; Irregularly Greal

White’s is now a Club: it was an Institution:
an Institution of the most powerful, and effee-
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absolutely true: for, had the French succeeded
in reaching Munich, there can be no doubt that
the Bavarians. and South Germans, would have
taken up their cause. Before the last war be-
tween Russian and Turkey, I remember the
question being put there, ¢ \What do the Russians
want?”, the answer was “Bessarabia and
Batoum ”: precisely what they obtained.

No greater instance of the Duke’s quickness
could be found than his rapid coup d’ail when
he rode to St Sebastian. He pointed out at
once that the attack was being made from the
wrong standpoint; and by his directions, the
troops attacking crossed the river at low water,
and stormed the breach successfully. My old
friend, the Duke of Saldanha, commanded a
Brigade during the attack. He told me that
one evening when he was washing his hands
for dinner a shot came, knocking the basin to
atoms, without however even touching his fingers.
The popular idea of a Portuguese General is
that he should have a dark, sallow, and rather
worn countenance. The Duke of Saldanha was
the most refined type of John Bull that I have
ever seen, clear bluc eyes, bright complexion.
a look of extreme intelligence, and with a pol-
ished bluffness that was very charming. I saw
him in his coffin; and instead of being past
eighty, his appearance was as that of a man
of forty; and his face almost the handsomest

that I have seen.

The Duke said that he had obtained a hint
from Lord Anglesey n relation to Cavalry crossing
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1 niver that w1 the most valuable on the subject
that he had heard from anyone Lord Anglesey
told hum that for certam reasons, which I eannot
here more eaactly describe, no Cavalry could
exist, 1f the water were above the horses backs,
for more than three quarters of an hour The
Duke smd that he found this knowledge most
useful when crossng the mvers into France

The Duhes opmion of the French Marshals
was not very high No doubt Napoleon wis
rfrmd to give 2 man command who had superior
mlitary hnowledge 1 etse of 2 defeat by him
self the other might have become a dangerous
nval The Duke, with the good matuie thit
always marhed Ins conduct, avaided mdmidud
entiasm of lus opponents He hnew that lus
word would be cniled and hnew how diffcult
1t 15 to form a just opmon of one to whom
you are opposed Valhmg with a fmend 1n
Pans m 1815, and pissng n statue which was
In process ?f E\sc.lmn:‘thc fn‘eng remithed, that

quetly sud “Yes, and if they hnew as much
about” them 1s I do, they d tthe down a good
many  Massena (Manasseh) was, 1n the opinton
of the Duke and of Napoleon, the best in tetion

1 have always had 1 fixed opmmon as regards
the death of Desux and have little doubt by
whose hand he fell The death of Pichegru
murdcred 1 Ins prison, and of the Dule
d Enghien 1 the ditch at Vincennes, the same
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absolutely true: for, had the French succeeded
in reaching Munich, there can be no doubt that
the Bavarians. and South Germans, would have
taken up their cause. Before the last war be-
tween Russia and Turkey, I remember the
question being put there, «“ What do the Russians
want?”, the answer was f Bessarabia and
Batoum” : precisely what they obtained. )

No greater instance of the Duke’s quickness
could be found than his rapid coup d'eil when
he rode to St Sebastian. He pointed out at
once that the attack was being made from the -
wrong standpoint; and by his directions, the
troops attacking crossed the river at low water,
and stormed the breach successfully. My old
friend, the Duke of Saldanha, commanded a
Brigade during the attack. He told me that
one evening when he was washing his hands
for dinner a shot came, knocking the basin to
atoms, without however even touching his fingers.
The popular idea of a Portuguese General is
that he should have a dark, sallow, and rather
worn countenance. The Duke of Saldanha was
the most refined type of John Bull that I have
ever seen, clear blue cyes, bright complexion,
a look of extreme intelligence, and with a pol-
ished bluffness that was very charming. I saw
him in his coffin; and instead of being past
eighty, his appearance was as that of a man
of forty; and his face almost the handsomest

that I have seen.

The Duke said that he had obtained a hint
from Lord Anglesey in relation to Cavalry erassing
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man being close at hand in each €ase; confirm
my theory:

How strang® it is that Napoleon, the great
conqueros entirely failed in attaching the affec-
tions, so far as fdelity was in the case of either

of his wives.

Lord Seaton, by whose feiendship 1 W7as hon-
oured up t0 the time of his death; was certainty
the noblest type of a soldier that

He told m® -emembers when 1 was o8 his
Staff at Chobhan, that the hill opposite our
lines, crowned with pine trees, wWas not unlike

the heights of Busaco- cannot help dwelling
ment upon his character- Mildest,

gs; clear—headed,
g as he was strong 10

regret
in relation to the Peninstt
known 0 and thorous 1) ¥

1 have read a ve'Y i
1o my uncle Generad ber u )
i It was writte

1 R
Right Hon wWilliam Win A
not long efore H unfo te expediti®
i Expediti

\\ alcheren- He says »? t
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w1l be the most perfect, 2> regrards aranquments
and organzabon, that hes ever lefy Englan®
He expresses regret that it 1s not to be wenm
to the Pemmnsula, nor to be placed cnder the
orders of the Duke, of whom he add>~1 bemx
to thnk that your chief (the Duley bas <ome
mihtary abiity”  Mr Windham at the end of
this letter says that no expedition however well
orgamzed, and however well fitted fo- conquest.
can ever suceeed ¢ 1f placed under the command
of sucha man as the Earl of Chathenn™ We
Lnow the ternble disaster that followed, ¢winx
almost entirely to the want of good wmie 1
the Bntuh Government at home. The fate of
Lurope would have been changed, Bad thoese
50,000 men been sent to Spamn.

Due political apprectatin has hardly besm
given to the great effects of the Duke s suecess
1n the Pemnsula  the overwhelming Joss of the
French Army mn the premature snows of Busen,
for the season was earfy, has distracted hustors-
cal attention from what took place 10 1812 in
Spamn  Napoleon's mind neser was at ea-e from
the moment when he saw the beminming of
Bntish success, the defeat of his Armies 1n
succession 1n Spam was the ‘ver rongeur” that
Aisturbed his rest. However much he may
have affected, for a purpose, to sneer at the
Bntish troops, s military perception was too
sstute not to be early convinced that they were,
and would prove themselses still more to be,
dangerous customers

T do not know whether the Duke had any thing
to say to the appontment of Sir Hudson Lowe
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to be the custodian of Napoleon at St, Helenn;
but it was no doubt an unfortunate selection,
My father used to say that Sir Hudson, theugh
jot a bad soldier, was wanting in many of the
essentials of a Gentleman. No doubt it must
have been very difficult to find a man with the
rare combination of ‘suaviter in modo’ with
“fortiter in re’, who would undertake such lemy
responsibility, involving banishment from his own
country ; and accept an office which every sensible
man would know was sure to lead {o abuse, and
calumny. Still the appointment scems to have
been made somewhat hurriedly: and it certainly
turned out ill. It gave Napolcou a sort of jue-
tification for some of his usually unfounded
complaints,

The cause of Napoleon’s decline of hope, and
with it his decline of health, ywas the fact that
Lord Holland’s motion in the Housce of Lords
in his favour had ne seconder.

Knowing as he did the absolute independence
of the Members of that House of Parlinment,
he must have felt that if there were nol two
Peers to support his cause it was indeed desperate.

Madame Craufurd, at whose house the Duke
was a constant guest in Paris, was an Ivich
woman by birth; extrordinarily handsone, and
clever, she was for many years almost at the head
of the fashionable world in Paris: a somewhat
surprising circumstance, consideringg Il(-rn’nl very
listinguished origin. Shelivedinthe Ru'vd Anjo
Jr Quentin Cranfurd had behaved \u.th eaeepe
ional loyalty to the Royal House of Franee. It
as hie who provided the carringe which com eyed
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and King, he associated, one, Lady H., was cx-
ceptionally ugly; and his last innamorata, Lady C,
preposterously fat.  The King liked gossip; was
soon weary of his own company: and these two
old Jadies furnished him with a daily pabulum of
news: either he belicved that his visits to Humil-
ton Place where unknown; or, more probably,
was quite indifferent whether they were known
or not. The elderly person supposed to be the
object of the King's attachment was glad no
doubt to ‘ pavoner’ herself; and to excite the envy
of her sex by his exceptional attention ; but as for
there being more than this between this old couple
Lord Lucan assured me, and he was no prude,
it was perfectly out of the question: and that
anyone in the London Socicty of those days would
have laughed at the possibility of anything else.

When the King went to Ircland a great op-
portunity was afforded for feminine display. This
was of course grmsped. When King William
came to the throne he showed tact and good
feeling. He requested that the very handsome
presents, that had been made by the late King,
of diamonds which were held to be those of
the Crown. should not be returned to himself;
but should be made into the splendid decoration
of the Order of St Patrick, «till worn by the
Lords-Licutenant of Ircland.

The Duke was frequently appealed to in
matters of right and justice: it was felt not
only that his judgment was most acute, but his
calmness of decision perfeet. On one occasion
he reccived a letter in the following terme: |
correet the spelling: » Mr Tamkins ventures 1o
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outh «de of the Altar m our €hn * Church
Chapel, a Ca(hednl to the outside world bal
anced bv Dr Poser on the north de <xem
phﬁed two types of Churchruen

adrmre him as 2 good loziein 1 the fol
lowm" shows. Eating T~ luncheon 1 Clerzimn
present remarhed that Canon Bull had not ud
grace “1 do not v grce when the mend 2
cold < But, i, the soup w1 hot The
heat of the <oup wis 7u iwcaident =nd not an
o~ ential, of the luncheon

The Duke no doubt rechoned aswas mition
among the contingencies of hns ife The ittempt
by Cantrllon m Pans on hus return from Madume
Cranfurds sowree w2~ 3 senous one, and he
recerved frequent Jetters threatenmg 1 repetibon
of the ertme It has alwivs been considerel
that the bequeathment by \ipoleon of « sum
of money to Cantilion the would be murderer,
was one of the wont acts of s hfe I saw
the ongmal will conttmng this chwse when
1t was at Doctors Commons, the grimmar bad,
the spelling ncorrect, mnd the writing exeerable
It must, however, be remembered that this will
was made at 1 time .when Napoleon was <uf
fernng under ternble gastme mtibiity, and
although be never, until a few hours befire s
death, lost the complete command of Iy mmd,
still 1t seems probable that this dispoution was
made when he was hardhy Jumself “at ke st one
must hope so  None knew better than Napoleon
that the Duke of Wellinzton had but httle
to do with Ius punshment, that it was denc
by the Powers of I urope
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One incident has alwavs struck me as mox
picturesque. When Napoleon's body lay. dressed
fn his uniform, on the bed on which he died,
a yellow satin damask sofr cushion being placed
under the head. the English ,,.m\on of & Hz ens
marched past the body in single fle. Fach Com
missioned Offic er. as he nas sed,‘\ mc‘l th hand
of the deceased soldier. The reslitios of History
are infinitely more poetical than these of Fietion:
and have much deeper sentiment.  This s ane
of them.

I may mention here that I have the enshion
on which Napoleon’s head was placed.

1 have alse his escritoire’ and the chairs which
be used .x’( Q* Helena. The reader must not infer
{from this that I admire his chamcter. Had he
Hred. 1 Jmnld have given them at the Talleries
to the poor lad. whose death was brought ahaxl
by stupidity in the far-off deserds of Afriea.

Lord Combermere was undoubtedlv the best
cavalry officer that the war had pn rodueed. The
Duke was most ansions to have him at Wa ..terlmf

3

havinglong expe ience of hizservicesin Spainian
it wasa cmel {ate that deprived aman. \\"?‘o“.d
been so freguently engaged. and with such Er«i“
success, of the Conmmand of the Ln. lrv on thal
momentons day. The reason. T have “heard on
good an dmnt\-, was this, \\"wn the Dake o‘
w ellington was first sent m 1he Peninsuls. Iad
Anglesey. who had rendered good service themy,
(mnm:mdmgz the \mmvy ixemn sendor 1o e
Duke in the Army. was o ﬁ‘f\d. of eoumse. 9
o home. The Prince R»\non‘.. 1::»‘}:1\_ that Tond
:\nglese_\‘ wwas unforiunate. promised Fm thal

3%
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Wheneyep n opportuml} occurred o shoy

COMmang the British Canlr} The Dule pr

Motion ¢, be 4 Frelg Marshyj Placed him
rd Anglesey n the Army List and theper r

at “aterloo the ¢ ¢ objection did p,

and by vhe (e

Anglesq commandeg the ( alry

Spkndldly s the Britigpy troopg fought nd
with 4 cheerfulness that CXeited ¢y, admlmnon
a

thusiagye leadey the Dule

1
Hrres  The, 10 more belieyeg that the French
ild Beqp them thap that they could g, Oter
it heaqs
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E beliéve . that no. Army ever foﬁght more
bravely than the French at Waterloo. I believe
that their courage on that day even transcended
what Marengo, Friedland, Jena, and” Austeritz

‘showed : it is surprising that their commander,

for whom they jeopardized everything, seemed

. to think them unworthy of his praise. They

were simply ‘the broken tools’ which his
Ambition ‘threw away’.

In addition to its great political importance,

. giving Europe a peace of forty years, Waterloo
was a fitting scene to terminate the Great Drama

.that had been enacted for twenty-five years.
Beginning with the fall of the Bastille in

. 1789, History presents nothing so interesting,

nothing so varied, as the struggle which ended
on that Sunday evening. The heroic death of
the French Nobility, who proved themselves -

. worthy of their race on the scaffold; the excep-

tional, and genuine piety of Louis XVI; the

- heroic character, and conduct of the daughter

‘of Maria Theresa ; the fate of the little Dauphin;

' combined to fill the Imagiuation of the growing
© generation with hopes that Justice would at

last be done them. After long waiting, Retribu-

tion came.
The Exiles, who had for the most part borne

their banishment with equanimity, returned to

their ancestral homes; and the lawful King of

France once more entered the Tuileries. ;
Nothing could have shown the Duke o

Wellington's tact, and well-bred fecling more

than his behaviour at this critical time. Never
attempting to thrust the Bourbons back upon
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The Exiles, who had for the most part borne
. their banishment with eguanimity, retm‘rl'led to

‘their ancestral homes; and the lawful King of -
France once more entered the Tuileries.

Nothing could have shown the pllke roe
* Wellington’s tact, and well-bred feeImgNmo ’
than his behaviour at this eritical time. ' ,C‘;f; .
attempting to thrust the Bourbons back up
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the French people vefusing even to advise them
as to what they should do haung freed tler
country of one who had stripped every famly
n France of at least one 0¥ ats sons be would
play mo actwe part m gmng o Sovereurn to
France He knew human natwre too well ard
though everything was owing to s prowess
he always hept in the bachgroond. Gising bon= t
advice when asked he pever for a movert
assumed the -

recalled 1n

words of Hc

werfdom w

dom  Having studied with effect the charactcr
of the Bourbon family he was too wise to Ict
them feel more than conld be helped thatthey
owed evervthing to hm Content with the ap-
preciztion of the wise and sober portion of his
countrymen  he felt that at lact Tustice was
bemg ‘done him  and Petahation for hus cruel
wrongs did pot fill b s mnd

Lord Caslereagh moving n Vote of Thanks
to the Dohe on the 23rd of Ture 1815 sud

One feature o* the Victory was t at 1t had been
~12ed over the best troops of Trance and that,
<0 2% a momen* when they displayed all therr
o and when berr conduct even surpassed
1" t2a* they kad Lofore performed  This force
;ﬂ =t amouzt fo e~ than one hundred and
Sm= Lozand ez the Flower of the F
B~ sheh wis 2 remular and duerphr
T e tefore 22+ Bourbuns or.tted Fras o
™ = wh gh smee ‘he rete— of Borig uete
wemetorr Bad been done to manp 3t of e
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It was the force which had been selected, and
combined, to act upon the Northern frontier.”

The speech is feeble, and commonplace ; and
by no means worthy of the occasion. With all
his talents Lord Castlereagh never was a good
speaker. He says towards the end:

“Such was his” (the Duke’s) ““dauntless activ-
ity, that he was much more exposed than any
private soldier, who could only bear the hazard
of a single spot. The Duke was everywhere:
at least wherever danger was.”

In a work published very shortly after the
battle, in which allusion is made to Picton’s
reluctance to accept the command, it is said
“Since our army was sent to Flanders, the Gov-
ernment offered Sir Thomas Picton the command
of a division; but, apprehending that the Duke
of Wellington, as Commander-in-Chief, would
leave the British force to some Oflicerin whom
he could not repose the same confidence, he
declined the offer; adding, however, that if the
Duke should personally require his services, he
would instantly repair to the army.”

The Duke, like all men of sound intelligence,
1ad a strong sense of humounr ; and I was delight-
d to find in a recent publication that the Duke
ccasionally read out, with great enthusiasm, and
elight, Dickens’s immortal description of ’the
cene in Court of ¢Bardell versus Pickwick’. I
v so charmed with this acquisition to my

wwledge of the Duke's character that I thought

it when going to sleep that night; and in
it semi-dreaming condition, in which one is
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prone to be before ab olute repose I uncon oy
ously mixed up Mrs Bardell the Duke MieWankle
Sergeant Snubbm, M Quppins hor wmbec M
chops and tomate <auce Sum Wellir Walwes
Castle, warmmg pans, and «ien all Mr Welloy
m the gallery formed part of my halt droam

Suddenly I had one of thow oativmdman
sensations, such as many of my raad o mos
have felt when they dream that they hue tilien
off a preapice, and come to the gomd |
awohe, as the Irench say, “en wurviat  with »
shock never to be forgotten It flashcd wmto my
mind that there was a mysterious conncetim
between the phantoms of the Dule wnd Mrs
Burdell, 1t was almost with pun that 1 rccal
lected all about it

And thrice ere tho morning T dreamt 1t aguin

At the very time of the Watcrloo campilgn
or shortly afterwards, there ¢ he no doubt
that the Duke was i the habut of addresing
letters not unhhe those recently published, whidh
we have read with intcrest to another young
lady  So fir, nothing could be more innocent,
nor more simple No doubt he wrote to licr
also equally graphic desenptions of the lrap
frog, hass 1 the ming, deving in goat chajses, rugs
nding by ladies, cte, which was golng onin the
Country House ncar Cambru All this show.
a playfulness, of which his naturc was full.
unfortunately, this playfulnres was cxpre
wnting, and when the young and
1 question beewme a decrdedly
whom I hnew well, and who
Duke recewved warminzs of
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acter from the lady in question. I do not knoyw
whether any Dodson, or Fogg appeared on the
scene. Imagination can picture nothing more
awful, than the Great Duke, in a sweltering
Court, listening to himself being denounced as
a Monster of Iniquity by the Buzfuz of the period;
and held up to an envious, and delighted world
as a fiend not to be surpassed: one to whom
Don Juan was a St Anthony. Nothing so far as
is popularly known, came of the affair. T have
always had a suspicion that the half-sister of the
lady, whom the Duke himself on one great:
occasion suspected of mischief, instigated these
preliminary proceedings. The Christian name of
the lady, which from exaggerated gentleness I
do not mention, and who was of high rank,
makes the Duke’s conduct appear still more
what ladies call ‘abominable.’

The family of Heath played a distinguished
part in an earlier generation. One was the Head
Master of Harrow, against whom the boys mu-
tinied, in consequence. of his being an Eton man,
as I have mentioned, the rebellion being headed
by Lord Wellesley. Another was Head Master
of Eton, previous to Dr Goodall. The third rose,
1 believe, to eminence in the law. A fourth,
Baron Heath of the Kingdom of Italy, was Gov-
ernor of the Bank of England. Iknew the latter
in his old age well. He was knownas ‘Barren
Heath’ : another was described as  Black Heath’;
and the Head Master of Eton as‘Ascot Heath.

It was said of the Duke that he knew so much
that he thonght he knew everything.

N b
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In the mudst of a severe a:twonz_ Frede;:d
rode past the spot where a young OScer, whom
he kx?:sw well, S‘n’d who had recently jormed b
Army, was wnthng m the agemes of death.
The " hung stopped, and heard some groam es-
caping the unfortunate boy. The King turmed
to im and said “Ihe silently, Fredench '™

Should not these words be placed on the temb
of one who obeyed the order of ki great an-
cestor more than any man of whom we kave
read m History® Rapidly passing away as do
the arcumstances of Iife, ks recent death ezn
never be forgotten

To have dinded councels, especially wken the
opposed counsellors are in eammest, 1»
and must have brohen many a Monareh's heart
to ke on a sich bed, while Doctors depate your
teal condition, and the character of the dlness,
15 torture of the most exquinte kmd to 2 sk
man.  What must 1t have been when both thee
sources of suffening were felt by the same per<on;
and to know, m addihon, that b Life, ard
Death were the objects of Politieal Intnzze?

All this was borne by the late German
peror with a persistent, and eahw Fo-titede not
to be surpassed i the records of Maplkind

Let them wnte on hus tombstone *Strrex TiLe,
Frirz!

Of the Duke 1t mght be <axd that be was
“‘In rebus adverss Magnos mn Ppro<pers> Borms
utnusque fortunz Dominus.”

The court of Napoleon the 1st, jrdsng from
therr portrauts, notwithstandmg ;f:':gg“sn;mi;l
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had obtained; and appreciated  his  honoun
accordingly. The Duke felt that he could appeal
_to that loftiest of all tribunals, the Convienre

of a Just, Wise, and Honourable mun, The
great pagan Poet Menander said

Po overy man his Conscience 14 & Ged

and the Duke could look inwards without fear.

The News of the death of Napolean reach d
London on the 4th of July, 1821, This was
announced to George IV, with due solemmity,
by the High Official on duty, in these words,
befitting the occasion: “It ismy duty to infarm
your Majesty that your greatest enemy ic dead”,
“Is she by —!” said the King.

The Duke never claimed for one moment
credit to himself where he did not feel that it
was thoroughly deserved.  Somcone -aying o
him “ How do you account, Duke, for your h"“i’f?
so persistently beaten the Prench Marhala 2™
The Duke simply replied «Well, ih_(- faet
their soldiers got them into serapes: mine abway:
got me out.”

1 have compared the Duke with Fre «I«:r:""i)
the Great of Prussia.  He had all that (:fe.'.
Soldier’s determination: but where he b «1} t
act in a manuer to give pain, 1 forl sore the
the Duke did so with rclnvtmm-: ;

A story is told of the Great Frederick
which a few words might have h«:z-n n;
taken with great effeet: it fills we with ;;sl"“”
ment that, of the millions whe '-]w‘n!.{ “h g
Teutonic language. no one thought ot

s
1 ntle
ssh
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and Whenever , fresh nnamoraty “ppeared o,
the Scene, she unconsmousl_y Teceryed facsimyles
of previous epistles

On gpe occasion George Iv, Persuaded the
Dube o Smoke | believe that he never did
this 4 second tyme

The Dyke owed nothing to py, Mother
here 5 My ugly poy Arthur Lady Mom
Ington said, on Seemg him at the Dubjip Theatre
C
g

cleyer mothers ; elxeve, 2 delusyon, Success
Ul men hape clever Mothers  ng €N pags
the beyt Years of theyy hfe BeOverng yhop
they 4. mother a0 place hep
son 1€ Might proove tell hug, Whie) talenty
0 caltyyqp, nd show Geny, the roag to
Suceess Dy t, s ld  her son

U
Gloey v be great 15 13 very rarely thc’r.‘ase
1 llle)} Vi ited Londondcrry House, formerl_v

“O)dt'rneése House, Par), L.me, for €vidence as
to the Dules Indian Sword

more p,
08 ang , very mpenoy, Manner, which Lad
'y Long, derry,
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The 54 Marquess, Frances Anme’s hody el
had mther too mzeh of the old d.,j ha
Major Pendennis, for the b f'"m
Peninsula. “Quel beav Sabrecr
szid of him.,

His eldest son the 2th Margress,
welt: he was the “Young Rerid® of H. R':
Equeciricn Skelcies.

A pathetic incident ooctrred in Bs ehfidhood.
His mether, Lord Londondery's first wife, wus
writing a letler to h:"s,b&. fhen abroed, She
siid fe the bov of seven “Write me soms
thing to send to Papra™. The boy in 2 [\.—'r
minutes preduced seme lines hesded “Edtap
on Peor Memma™: his mother ct::‘e well
Lond Londanderry recelved the Zme: ang &
anneuncement of his Wife's death b
2me.

The 5th Marguess was my brother ofeer

most amiable, king man: a s‘r&& sufferern.
g+ the fwo oo

My Iast visit was fe look &t
pm*u.& plzced on the wali of the ceniml Ball
of Londenderry Heuse: they are of “The Herves
of the Peninsals, and < The Heroes of \ “e’ 2
vigorously painted : the Exepesses cod, Ther
are by I P Ruight A

The Duke in both wears *he Indim swomd.

On Ie:.\‘mﬂ the 1¢* Life G rards a3 & Caplzin
I wus razde by the Ofcems an honomt
of their Mess: & verv exceptionsl Cetiradion.

Some years Iater the }st Life Grands Club was
formed : d in 1882, I hed the hozeor o a3
elected President. The Club eonsiss of O“&*&
of the Regin:en?: he ave cotmally s
hzve served: s

l

e n,uv-

;4

ubject to exc.osien
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Revd R. W, _whom I did not know, a note ad-
gressed to him by Madame Bergereau, dated

Oz‘thf:z; le 6 novembre, 1860”. She says in it
“Wellington arrived at my Inn the 27th of Feb-
ruary, 1814, (the day of the Battle of Orthez)
at four o'clock in the afternoon, ‘extenué de
fatigue; et mort de faim’. The Duke, with
charming politeness, but absolute insisiance de-
manded food. I had nothing; and told him so.
He replied ‘On the contrary; you have truffles!
swell for yourself!”. I failed to smell any: the
Duke, however, whose nose was sharper in every
sense than mine, declared that he could not be
mistaken: he triumphed: and a mass of truffles
was found, of which [ knew nothing. More than
this; pursuing his investigation, the Great Hero
discovered, in a cupboard, a fine cooked turkey:
it had been sent to a solicitor of Orthez, from
Toulouse, as an annual present at Carnival time:
the solicitor, refusing to pay the carriage, the
Turkey had been lodged in my Hotel, as the
bureau of the diligence”. Madame Bergereau
was a humourist. She adds “I have said that
the Duke’s nose was sharper than mine: the -
weight of seventy years has not faile’d to sit
upon my nose, as upon most things;‘il s'aftaisse,
et s’elargit sous leur poids.’””

Lord Wellesley wrote these lines on his
brother's [nstallation as Chancellor of the Uni-

versity of Oxford. |

Conservata tuis Asis, afque Euroim, Trigmphis

Invictum Bello te coluere Ducem: .
Nunc umbrata geris Otvili tempora Querct;

Ut desit Famwe Gloria nulla toe.
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the Duke’s nose was sharper than mine: the
weight of seventy years has not failed to sit
upon my nose, as upon most things; €il s affaisse,
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Lord Wellesley wrote these lines on his
brother's Installation as Chancellor of the Uni-

versity of Oxford. '

Conservats tuis Asia, abque Europa, Triumphis
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Ut desit Fame Gloria nulla tuwm.
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Asa hath seen thy conquering Sword,

And Europe s Laurels crown her Lord

Now r nnd thy brows the Oak we twine,

That every Glory may be thine wF

1 had the glad fortune to hear, as a Member
of Parliament, the following speech, dehvered
on the Vote for the Dules Funeral

The House of Commons was crowded to the
cethng the seats, and galleries, of the Members
were full and almost every distingumished man
m England was present.

“Tne QUEEN s MESSAGE CONSIDERED

“Tne CuanceLror of THE Excuequer (Mr
Disrarwt) rose and sud Mr Speaher Sir, The
House of Commons 1s called upon to-mght to
perform a sorrowful, but 2 noble duty It has
to recogmze, 1n the face of the Country and of
the Civihized World the loss of the most dis-
tinguished of our Citizens, and 1t has tooffer to
the ashes of the great departed the solemn
anguwsh of a Bereaved Nation.

“Sir, the Princely Perconage who has left us
was born 1 an age more frntful of great events
than any other period of recorded time. Of its
vast d the most consy were his own
deeds deeds achieved with the smallest means,
and agamnst the greatest obstacles.

“He was, therefore, not only a Great Man, but
the Greatest Man of a Great Age.

“Amid the chaos, and conflagration which at
tended the flose of the last century there arose
one of thoje beings who seem born to master
Mankind It 15 not too much to say that Na
poleon comfnned the impenal ardour of Alexander
with the ftrategy of Hanmbal

.
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“The Kings of the earth fell before bis fiery
and subtle Genius: and at the head of all the
Powers of Europe, he denounced destruction
against the only land that dared to dischey him,
and be free. :

“The Providential Superintendence of theWorld
seems scarcely ever more manifest than when
we recollect the dispensations of our day: that
the same year which gave to France the Emperor
Napoleon, produced also for us the Duke of
Wellington ; that in the same year they should
have embraced the same profession; and that,
natives of distant islands, they should both have
repaired for their military eduvcation to that
illustrious Jand which each in his turn was destin-
ed to subjugate. During that long struggle for
our Freedom, our Glory, I might say for our
Existence, Wellesley fought, and won, fifteen
pitched battles; all of them of the highest cla§s;
concluding with one of those crowning Victories
that give a colour, and a form to History.
During that period, that can be said of him which
can be said of no other Captain; that ke captured
three thousand cannon jfrom the enemy; and nerer
lost a single gun. )

“The greatness of his exploits was, perhaps,
even surpassed by the difficulties which he had
to encounter. He had to encounter a feeble
Government; a factious Opposition ; a distrustful
people ; scandalous allies; and the most powerful
enemy in the world. ) . ond

« He won Victories with stal{?ngﬁtroops, an
he carried on Sieges without Munitions.

«As if to complg;,te the fatality which attendﬁd
him throughout life in this respect, when he
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had at last succeeded in ereating an Army worthy
of the Roman Legiwons, and worthy of himself,
this Invinaible Host was brohen up on the eve
of the greatest comuncture of lus ife he had
to enter the Field of Waterloo with raw levies,
and discomfited Alhes

“But the star of Wellington never paled

“He has been called fortunate, but Fortune
15 a Divimty which has ever favoured those who
are, at the same time, Sagacious and Intrepd,
Inventive and Pitient. It was lus own Character
that created his Career, alike achieved his ex
ploits and goarded nm from every vicissitude
for 1t was lus sublime Self control alone that
regulated lus lofty Fate

Sir, 1t has been of late years somewbhat the
fashion to disparage the Mihtary Character
Forty years ot Peace have, perhaps, made us
somewhat less aware how considerable, and how
cotmplex, are the qualities which go to the form
ation of a Great General

“1t 13 not enough that he must be an Engineer,
a Geographer, learned 1n Human Nature, and
adroit 1 managing men he must also be able
to fulfil the lughest duty of 2 Minuster of State,
and then to descend to the humblest office of
a Commussary, and clerh nd he has to display
all this knowledge, and to exercise all these
duties, at the same time, and under extraordi-
nary ecircumstances At every moment he has
to think of the eve, and of the morrow , of hus
flank, and of Insrear  He has to carry with lnm
Ammunition, Provisions, and Hospitals  He has
to ealeulate at the same time the state of the
wenther, and the moral qualities of man and
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all these clements, that are perpetually el
be has to combine ; sometimes under ove;
ing heat; and sometimes under overp
co]sl: sometimes even amid famine; an
afmd the roar of Artillery. Behind a
circumstances, too, there is ever pres
image of his country ; and the dreadful nlte
whether that country is to welcome hi
the Laurel, or the Cypress. Yet this in
must dismiss from his mind; for the (
must think; and not only think ; he mus
with the rapidity of lightning; for onat
more or less depends the fate of a most b
combination: and on a moment more
depends the question of Glory, or of |
Unquestionably, Sir, all this might be d
an ordinary manner, and by an ordinary
as, every day of our lives, we see ordina
who may be successful Ministers of State, st
“ful Authors, successful Speakers: But to
this with Genius is Sublime. Doubtless,
able to think with Vigour, with Clearnes
with Depth, in the recess of the Cabine
fine intellectnal demonstration: but to
with equal Vigour, Clearness, and Depth, ¢
bullets, appears the loftiest exercise an
most complete triumph of the human fac
«Sir, when we take into consideratio
prolonged, and illustrious life of the Du
Wellington, we are surprised how Sl:ﬂ{ln as
of that life is occupied by that m.xhtary ¢
which fills so large a space 'in history.
eight years elapsed from Vimicra to Walt
and from the date of his first commuss
the last cannon-shot which he heard oy
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Field of Battle, scarce twenty years can be
onnts

@ after sl s trumphs he was destined for
another career, and the greatest, and most
cuccessfol of warmors, if not in the prime, at
feast 1n the perfection of Manhood, commenced
4 cwl career scarcely less successful, searcely
less splendid, than that military one which will
Ine for ever in the memory of men.

«He was three the Ambassador of lus Sover-
agn at those great hstome Congresses that
cettled the affars of Furope- twice was he
Secretary of State twice he was Commander-
wn Chuef of the Forces once he was Prime
Mmster of England, and to the last hour of
his hfe he may be sud to have laboured for
his country

1t was only a few months before we Jost um
that he favoured with his counsel, and assistance
the present advisers of the Crown respecting
that war wn the East, of which no one conld
be so competent to judge He drew up his
views on that subject 10 a State Paper character-
ized by all his Sagacity, and Expenence and,
mdeed, when he died, he died sull the active
chieftam of that famous Army, to which he has
left the Tradition of s Glory

“8Su, there 1s one passage n the hfe of the
Duke of Wellngton, which m tns place, and
on this oceasion, I ought not to let pass un-
noticed. It 13 our prde that he was one of
ourselves 1t 1s our glory that Sir Arthur Wellesley
once sat on these benches f we wiew his
career m the House of Commons by the tests
of success which are apphied to comman men,”
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his career, although brief, was still distingnished.

“He entered the Royal Councils; and filled
high offices of State. But the success of Sir
Arthur Wellesley in the House of Commons
must not be tested by the facts that he was a
Privy  Councillor; or a Secretary of a Lord
Lieutenant. He achieved here a great success
which the greatest Ministers, and the most bril-
liant Orators may never hope to accomplish, That
was a great Parliamentary triumph, when he
rose in his place to receive the thanks of My
Speaker for a brilliant victory: and, later still,
when at that bar to receive, Sir, from one of
your predecessors in memorable words, the thanks
of a grateful Senate for accumulated triumphs.

“Sir, there is one source of consolation which
I think the people of England possess at this
moment under the severe bereavement over
which they mourn : It is their intimate acquain-
tance with the character, and even the person,
of this great man. There never was a man of
such mark who lived so long, and so much, in
the public eye.

«] will be bound there is not a Gentleman
in this House who has not seen him: many
there are who have conversed with him: some
there are who have touched his hand. Ijhs
Image, his Countenance, his Manner, hisVoice
are impressed on every memory and sound almost
i Iy ear.

P I‘: {)lzle golden saloon,and in the busy market-
place, to the last he might be found. e lived
«The rising generation among whom he live

: o i ds of kindness: and the
will often recall his words i that
people followed him in the street with the
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fmgering gize of reverent admueation, which
seemed never to tire Who mdied, can eser
forget that venerable, and tlasme head, vipe with
Time , and radiant as 1t were with Glory »

Shlichoms apox et cogmta fufat
Camties

«To complete all, that we st ght bve & perteet
wea of s amward, and spiitanl uatuec, that
we might understand how thiaSavercign Masterof
Duty fulfilled the manifold oflices of bus life with
unrn Med Activity, be hwnsell gave us n collee-
tion of Military, and Adminmstrative [ lemture,
which no Age, and no Country can nival  And,
fortunate w il thungs, Wllmgtan found o bis
Lfeyme an Histonan, whose Smmortal page now
yanhs with the classies of that land whuh
Weilesfey saved

“Siz, the Duke of W (linygton lus Jeft to fns
Country u great Legacy, preatcr even than hin
Fame ‘he has feft to them the contemplatirn o7
his Charaeter

«1 will not say of 1 ngland huat hir sy yeoned
here the Sease of Duty Hhat, { tra ¢ we
never fost  Dut that b bas dnepred Yol
Life with a pures and more mpav Sow ¢y 1
cannot doulit  that be has relri¥ed by Lo ammer
restless Vamty, and regulaped the auor nd 1o
ceptinhty of srregular Faotery, » I Qe 1
exaggorated prans

“1 do not belime thet 2y ol oo =
Englishmen, from the 1 gles dy %o waws
from those who 25 exlled U 19 ot S aa o
senous vesponab | e of Ofr S0 fuve X
exercice the | 8ted Lnope of R .
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not bclie.ve there is one among us who may
not experience moments of doubt and d ion:’
! epression ;
when the image of Wellington will occur to -
his Memoz:y, and he finds in his example Sup~l
port, and Solace. )

“Although the Duke of Wellington lived so
much in the minds, and hearts of the people
of England; although at the .end of his long

.career he occupied such a prominent position,

and filled such august offices; no one seemed
to be conscious of what a space he occupied in
the thoughts and feelings of his countrymen,
until he died.

“The influence of true Greatness was never,
perhaps, more completely asserted than in his
decease.

“In an Agein which the beliefin intellectual
equality flatters so much our self-complacency,
every one suddenly acknowledges that the world
has lost its foremost man. Inanage of Utility,
the most busy, and the most common-sense
people in the world find no vent for their woe;
and no representative for their sorrow, but the
solemnity of a pageant; and we, who are assem-
bled here for purposes so different ; to investigate
the ‘sources of the Wealth of Nations; to busy
ourselves in Statistical Research; to encounter
each other in fiscal controversy; we offer to the
World the most sublime, and touching spectacle

“that human circumstances can well produ’c’e;‘the
Spectacle of a Senate mourning a Hero.
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{.eavne Brussels on 2 fine afternoon 1z August,
1858, I reached the lttle station near Brame
L Allend 1 half an hour, and thence drove to
the Hotel du Musee, close to the Prnce of
Orange's movnd. This homble disfigurement
of the Plum of Waterloo has matenally altered
the defensive ponbion taken by the Duke of
Wellington  Well might he say, when visiting
the spot some years afier the battle, “They
have spoiled my Battle field

A high ndge extended along the greater part
of the British fiont the removal of this to form
the Mound has grven quite a dufferent character
o this part of thescene  The Hotel du Musee
15 sttuated near the mght centre of the Bntish
line

1 ordered a carnage to be ready at four o'clock
to take me to Quatre Bras In the meantime I
walked m an easterly direction over the battle
field The old pave from Brussels passes through
the Villages of Waterloo, and Mont St Jean,n
the rear of the Brtsh centre A
the Museum, now st the Hotel, which was
pruapally formed by Sergeant Major Cotton of
the 7th "Hussars, who acted as orderly to Sir
ga‘:sjley Vlm'cll,] commanding a Brgade of Light

on
o Mor{x’t o Jr:n.mm June, was 1 his house,

A crcumastance, very wieresting to m

occurred on my first visit to Waterlo% Th,!::g

In former days
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before I had left Eton; and just previous to my
going to Oxford. Sergeant-Major Cotton, who
was an excellent, and intelligent guide, and who
had acquired a vast amount of information from
having traversed the ficld with the distingnished
Officers who had taken part in the battle, showed
us over Hougomont; and pointed out in the
kitchen-garden, which still adjoins the orchard,
the grave-stone where wmy cousin, Captain Tho-
mas Craufurd of the Srd Guards, was killed. He
was most unfortunate; for I believe he was
almost, if not quite, the only Officer slain inside
the enclosure. The brick wall, which i« still
pierced with loop-holes protected the traops, in
a great mecasure. The south line of wall was
defended by the Coldstream Guards. Craufurd
occupied the little kitchen garden, on their right
flank, with a detachment of the Srd Guarde
Cotton, who did not know who I was at the
time, told me that he had seen many sad sights;
but that the saddest he had ever seen was that
of Sir James Craufurd weeping over his son’s
grave. Thence I walked across the fields to
Cotton’s house: in which there was a large col-
lection of arms, uniforms, cte., cte., found alter
the battle; in addition to <ome things that had
been presented to, or been purchased by him.
Looking about, I saw hanging on the wall, high
up, a Sword; to which wasattached a card <ome-
what soiled by time. [ read on it ¢Sword worn
by Licut.-Colonel Sir James Fraser, Bt, Tth Hu-
sire, at Waterloo®. 1 asked to be allowed to
examine ity and I then said to Cotton “1 <hould
ike to purchase that <word: but before I ke
-ou an offer. it is onlv fair to tell you who |
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am, as it wil add to the value  Sir William
Fraser  He seemed startled and smd S
James s son? Yes I said to ham  What
will 3on take?  He rephed SirVWilham §am
farly well off, and I don t want to part with the
sword { sad 1 will give you twenty five
pounds  Hedechned Ithensad Thirty forty

fty pounds®  Herephed No Imustguneyou
the same answer I do not wih to part with
the sword [ thensmd If you should ever part
with the sword I hope you will give me the
firt opportumty of buving 1t and will not let
it go into othcrhands  Hesard  You may rely
on 1t, that should I ver decide to seltit 1 wil)
Tet sou know  \bout a yearaflerwards { wrote
from Osford 1 reminded Inm that both he and
1 were mortal and that the loss of sucha sword
to my family would be iwreparible 1 desired
fum to nume tus price he rephied that he would
accept my first offer, 1e twenty five pounds 1
obtaned the sword Cotton was then in full,
vigorous hedth he died soon afternards. 1have
the sword now

So much for the past

At four ocloch 1 started for (Juatre Bras.
Pagung close to the fum of *La Haye Sunte ,
of which more hereafter the roid s through the
hamlet of Vieux Genappes I stopped at o
house clled *La Mawcon duCmllon  Twas res
luetant to ask jermission of the owner to sce
thehouse However he most courteously admit
ted me at once M Emile Coulon the owner,
an Architect of emweney, was so very politeas
to show me everything that was of nterest  He
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pointed out to me the bed-room in which Na
poleon slept on the night of the 17th of June:
the table upon which he breakfasted with Mar-
sha'ls Soult and Ney; and the two tables upon
which he spread his maps. These three are
exceptionally beautiful ; the proprietor has had a
drawing of them registered in the most formal
manner. I begged him, in addition to this, to
have a small plate attached to ecach; and I
sincerely hope that he has done, or will do, this.
M. Coulon took me into the kitchen garden,
from the northern angle of which Napoleon first
saw the battle-field in the distance. He also
pointed out to me what was most interesting,
the line of couniry taken by Napoleon, and his
personal Staff, when riding away from the field,
.on the evening of the 18th. A large meadow
intervenes between the road, which was then
blocked with waggons ete., and the line which
Napoleon took across country. A very remark-
able conversation took place.during this ride.
Continuing, I reach Genappes, a flourishing,
busy town, with clean strects, and a look of
vitality about it very different from the old towns
of Beigium. Crossing the narrow bridge, which
spans the little river, hardly more than a canal,
I was astonished, and am still, as to how four
armies could have crossed it in the time occu-
pied by them. On the 17th of Junc the British,
and French armies crossed it: on the 18th the
French Army, followed by the Prussian Army,
recrossed the bridge. Another surprising fact i
that within half a mile there is another bridge
across the river, which was not used bymu" oue
man of the three armies. When Lacoste, Napo-

[
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leon s guide, wis asked why ke did not lead the
Fmperor over this bridge the Iatter having re
quested hum to show hum the shottest wiy to
Charlerot he simply rephed [ Lnew nothmng
about the bridge 1t seems incredible that ina
country destined as sas wecll hnown before to
be, wd 153t hid been the Coth pt of Lurope

the fact that there was a second vmfable bndge
was unhnown to both Commanders (onbinmng
from Genappes Quatre Bras was rexwched The
hittle hamlet 2t firt appeared to be deserted [
could find na ane At last | cume upon the
nbabitants collected apparently i a sort of club
1t the commen mn situated at the angle of four
rouds  They repudiated all hnowledge of the
battle, m fact declwed that there hid beenna
battle there They pomnted over thew shoulders
mermng that there had beenfighting at Waterloo
of which I told them that [ hid heard some
thing, Lut they persisted m the stalement that
there hnd been no engagement 2t Quatre Bras
Such 1 Fame!

I walhed slowly down the Nivetles Road, and
was shortly overtahen by 1 Belgitn farmer, who
showid what I have frequently noticed in the
provineml districts of Belginm  great personal
courtes; I ke never beea wn any country
where passers by treat stringers with morerespect.
}e hmdiy offtred to show me what 1 sished
to ste pointing out the spot where the Dokeof
Bronwwick fell 1 may here sy that when |
mentioned n n letter wiuch will follow, that
the Duke of Brunswich * fll as Ins father £3)
I id not say die, 45 Jus father died, but was
wounded almast precisels sn the same part of

13
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his body, dying in half an hour; his father beine
carried, after the battle of J ena, in a litter a
considerable distance, to Ottensen, a suburb of
Altona, near Hamburg.

. The battle-field of Quatre-Bras is plain enough,
The Bois de Bossu, the scene of such severe
fighting, and carnage, exists no more: there is
not a trace of it. It was in this wood that
revolting barbarity was perpetrated. The High-
landers had been driven out for a few minutes
only: on recapturing the wood they found that
their dead, and wounded comrades had been
mutilated in the most horrible manner. The
Highland dress was the object of the real, or
affected ridicule of the French: a ridicule which
they were induced to repent two days after-

wards.

The barn with its yard, in which the Duke
was nearly captured, is asit was;in fact I should
say that very little change has taken place in
the few buildings adjacent to the field. I am
very glad to take this opportunity of repeating
the thanks, which I gave M. Brasseur, Fermier,
de Quatre-Bras, for his kindness, anz} courtesy,
in showing me over the field. Had it not been
late, and the evening very cold, I' should have
been glad to visit his farm, to which hie was s0

kind as to invite me.

Returning through Genappes, I examin}ed carcl;
fully the upper part of the town; wherc
encZuntel‘ had taken place on the 17th of thnc.
It is surprising that Napoleon did not follow up
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They made very short work of the French
Cavalty, and so effectunlly stopped their ap-
proaches that the Army was unmolested ; and able
to take up its position on the Plain of Waterloo.
The following incident happened on the evening
of the 17th. The two officers, whoe had been

. taken in the affair just mentioned, were brought

.

before Napoleon. Standing near his chair was
Count Flahault, his A.D.C, whe had been in
London during the First Restoration: and,
being a handsome yvoung Frenchman, of good
birth, and mauners. had been made a great
deal of in London society. Wishing, I assume,
to show to the Emperor, his master, that he
had been by no means imoculated with a love
for the British race, he said something, what I
do not know, that was considered offensive by
the DBritish officers. Although Count Flahault
subsequently married his relation, Miss Elphin-
stone. the daughter of Admiral Lord Keith, in
her own right Baroness Keith and Nairne. Mr
Elphinstone and Count Flahault never spoke to
one another to the end of their lives.

I returned to the Hotel du Musée an hour
after dark. The next morning I walked aver
to Hougomont. I may point out here a long-
standing  evil: which 1 think the Belgim
Government ought to remove. They could do
so without ditficulty. I refer to the beggars
who. under the guise of selling sticks. pester
evervone who goes in and out of the Hotel
It is disgraceful that such a state of thing<
should be permitted : and I feel sure that thm:‘
persisteney. with the proximity of sticks, mu~t
not unfreguently lead to breaches of the peace.
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orchard, I found that the whole space of the kitchen
garden which, when I formerly saw it, was in
an utterly neglected condition, was covered with
. vegetables. The stone which I saw there on
my two previous visits, placed on Captain Thomas
Craufurd’s grave, was gone. I remember per-
fectly that there was an inscription on it, stating
bis name, and that he had fallen on that spot.
I could see no trace of the-stone: it has been
removed, I am quite certain without the know-
ledge of the proprietor, in order to make room
for a few more beans.

As regards the heavy doors, formerly under
a brick arch which has fallen down, in the rear
of the buildings of Hougomont, which were
closed by Sir James Macdonnell, and Sergeant
Graham, it is well known that the Duke handed
the legacy bequeathed to the bravest man in
the British Army to Sir James Macdonnell, as
having shown the most useful courage that the
Duke could think of Sir James Macdonnell
insisted upon sharing it with Sergeant Graham:
and I am glad to have becn able to ascertain
his name. He was a sergeant of the Coldstream
Regiment of Guards. His name has ‘Intel_\' been
published as Fraser: but, I believe, in error.

The younger brother of Captain 'Ih’nmn%
Craufurd of Kilbirnie, whom I have mentioned
as having been killed at Hougomont, was cxtra
A.D.C. to Sir William Ponsonby unfortunately
killed while endeavouring to restrain the charge
of the well-known Union Brigade.

The British Cavalry on that day per
deeds of valour, and prowess that will for t“»!Cl.'
live in history; but their horses were fresn:

formed
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People who ire i the habit of speahing with
out thinking, or who arc meapable of thought,
have sad that af the Pruswins had not come up
the Bntish Army must have becn anmiulited
Mate perfect nonsense ncver was uttired

Had the Duke not known that the Prusim
Army was where 1t was he woull nover hine
fought the battle ¥very movement that ho made
w1s m accord with the fict that the Prussims
were near lnm - N\apolcon sud “La guare st
une sffaire de yjambes autant que de conrygc
had 1t not been for the overwhelmmp duluge of
rain which fdl on the previous day and might,
the whole Prussian foree would have beanon the
flank of the Irench at four oclack in the after
noon, or soon after

To anyenc who will tihe the trouble tospond
half an hour in exammng the map, to sy
nothing of the eisy method of walhingover the
field atself, 1t 15 perfectly clear that the Duke
had arranged matters with the perfection of
wisdom  No human bang could tell the seeret,
which was 1n Napoleon’s breast aone, as to Low
he would adiance from his own country nto
Belmom  ‘The protabibiies were that b would
come by Mons, and Hal  That seemed to gve
hun the best opportumty of reaching Brussels,
which was s polical object Wishing, abave
all to convince the French prople that he was
il imvneible, he deared to obtan possession
of the Belpan Caputal

This was Ius first object, thmking than by
tha the people of Irnce would agun allow
levies to be rmed and that he mpht b alb'e
to carmy on 1 devperste, ind poc blv euc  <ful
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that the centre of the knuchles reprisents
Brussels, the forefinger to represent the rod
from Namur, the centril finzer from Charlend,
the tlurd finger from Mons.

The Duhe posted troops on ench of thes
rowds, s1y at the first jowt fram the pomt o
cach finger

Sn soon as it was known thit Napoleon wa
adsancwn s from Charleror that s by the eantinl
finger, the Bratish and Prissiin armies were wo
fir 15 possible brought together at the first
Jont of that finger  Quatre Bras, and L1y
were there fought on the 16th of Jume In
consequence of the Prassian army being driven
bach, 1t became necessary for the Britsh army,
1 order to effect 1 Junetion wath them, to rtire
to the plain of Veaterloo, that 15, the second
Jont of the centrdl finger There the Battle
wis fought on the 18th

Among other absurd questions this has been
ashed  “What would hive happened if the
Prusaans had not come up?  The reply to
this s very sumple  Lhe Battle would not have
been fought The Duke arransed eversthing
with the Commander in Chief of the Prussun
\rmy, Marshal Blucher, he had surveyed the
country the jear before, and had made memo-
rinda showing where the Dattle must be touahe.
It was absolutely certain that the Pros uma=ry
must, sooner or later, join b own. The Do o
had asked Marshal Blucher ©or one Dusgne v
25,000 man_ Blucher promused thi
his word Blucher abo promued, w
Duke suggesting it, that the whole
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:z’mq?,l Foon the Dabos and sttaek the Frenchricht
a1l “oeardon posibile, Balow's Division arrived
Boferen three sod four, aceording (o promise and
e ovonding promie . Mardiad Blucher juined
vi'h In main arny <o coon as the desperate
sty of e rouls from min permitied.

B kv been ssid thit the detachment of a corp
doeme e fo the wost, which took o prrtin the
Il wa, 2’.1&:!1}; that this corps darmée wac
e dreo U b curpmcing how much ienorance,
e apdunmty ean be chown, 1 consider that the
cre bammes detached to the west anawered
vecdnnnet purpmies The Tiest, that it blocked
raad from Mons, by which it wmight reacon-

be wupprned Napoleon would attempt to
shoae wpen Drusel In facl, on the night
of the ITth Napolean detached 2,000 cavalry
an thie very roud. They found their path
stopipv e and returned to the mzin army. The
Ssvord objeet of the pasition of the corps d'armée
Wi to intereept the Freneh: had they been
driven fuek by the Prossians nnder circumstances
wineh would have prevented the British Army
from attacking them at the same moment.  Had
the French right front, which fought ‘en po-
Lenev'. that 1 to <y, thrown back, and which
bheeame their front towards the Prussians, bee.n
eompelled 1o retreat, the western corps d’armée
woulid have prevented their esceape: and they
would have found themselves placed between
two fires; a hopeless position. The Third great
ohject of the detachment of the corps d’armée
to the west, was {o enable the Duke fo pass
in that dircelion, had he been unable to defeat

o
RS
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the French, this dclnched corps darmet PO
recting his left flan The Dukes pest troopP
e gy on the veot coast  hhese
apper 10 me to be the ¢ sons simpls ¢ xpr(»cd,
for the Duhe acting 2% he did

In the Duke s otiieral account ot the battle
dated < \baterloo June 19 1812 the bt pira
qph put one 1> 3% tollows The operation ©
Gencral Dulo® upon the enemy s flinb 2% a
most decisne one and eveRt +f 1hiad not found
myscit 3 situntion 10 make the attack which

adiantage & them 1f ke should un)ammnlrly hare
sneceeded Tiese st rds Sho he learne

Rt
by heart They explam the situation ™ sth Absolute
clearness

Orders Were ent to cleat the brdge at Ge

nappes at give o cloch 1t the afternoot of Waterlo®
1 hwe jatddy heard that o €Ty distimgushe

Trench soldier, W 1th good mews of hknowing the
ficts hs stated that Napoleon Lnew thit he
wns defeated nt threc © dock i fact the fulure
of lus first attack of Horse Toot and Artidlery
wust have shown hm the extreme Aifficulty ©
pcnc!nt&ng the British position

\\hen Napoleon was told that the advancit
Prussians W €re (rouchy comung UP at last,
1oohed through s operad glass , AN cad D
no, plack 18 black s and blue is blue, those
Prussians
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. 5 proate men bave profably omeed ther
dilr sl s neec o pramotion in early Bife, Julin.
Cear s the nophew of Mardue: Napaleon mee-
sed 2 frhond of B the Doke of Wellinaton
wae Lonl Willodey's brother. ‘

Wit maet have been the Dokets feelings of
snph when Lord Grey who, after the
Burse. had denouneed him in unmea-
wef terme, desbired in o speceh in the Duke's
worener, an the Hoowe of Londs, that in bis,
sd Grev's, opimgen the Duke's ehameter transe
sndmd tht ot ey vry ancient, and modern hero.

L
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The Cantingl dr Rets declwed that the great
Manguess of Montrowe was the only man whe
eepindicd the Pagan Heroes: having the ideal
st of s Times, What would he have

0 ol Wellmzton ®

Anongg the mmmdonts of Waterlooe, it s start-
L e find that Bujow's Pivision. whese advent
frot alammed Napoleon, might have completely
fuled but for the judement of a single Belgian
praant. On laavng the woods of Frischermont,
ta the right of the French amy, two roads
The masn whoe gixidcd the Column
fresitat fuw minutes considered
which path he <henld take. He chose the leit
wie s avine © Now we shall take them all™ Had
e lad by the other, the Prussian Division would
hate found it impassable by their Artillers. The
rain of the previous night hed rcnderez'i the
rround eatremely henvys and in facl a mistake

might bave changed the destiny of Europe.

diseroe.
tated: and for a
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I should hase thought that every inch of
ground 1 the neigbourhood of Waterioo would
fiave been surveyed, for it 15 well hnown that
the Duke reconnoitred the position the previous
year, and had previously determined where the
fight wonld be for the protection of Belgum

Two men have not been done justice to in
the Iustory of the campugn  Grouchy and
Ihelman  Napoleon, who imariably blamed
everybody but humself, wnasted that Giouchy
was a trator, and was pud A more absurd
fibrication never came even from s hps, who
as the Duke sad, ‘never tmpped mto Iruth

‘ .
f

would otherwise have done The more the matter
15 looked into, the more clearly will thus ippear
Thielman held Grouchy s Duvision 1n what mught
be called a ‘mosable vice , the whole day and
Grouchy could do nothing more than he did

1 have never understoed why the Officer Com
manding in Chief the Cavalry shonld not nde with
the Commander in Chuef, as does the Ginerl
Officer commanding the Royal Artillery I should
have thought that such a system would be mfin
1tely better than for the Commander m Chief, who
13 generally an Infantry Offhicer, to send messages,
which my or myy not be understood, as at
Balaclnva, 1o the Oficer Commanding the Cavaln

I have spohen of & converstion between Napa-
leon 1 and Count Flahault, who was hws com-
it
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posting in hiv fiizht from Waterloo Lo Charleroi.
Caunt Flabmlt, who was on terms of personal
mtiznaey with the Emperar, and his family, said to
him = Iy not your Majesty surprised 27, Napoleon
veplied = Noz it fins been the <ame thing sinee
Crrey ™5 throwing, asx was his wont, the blame
upon the brave <oldiers who had died for him
by thow wids on that day.

5 econunon friend asked me if he might in-
guire e to this fact from Count Flahault, when
he wae Freneh Ambador in London, T gave
hun permicaon to de <o and he reported to
me subsequently that Count Flahault had said
that st was true, word for word.

Napalcon's conduct towards Marshal Ney, his
eonstant companion at arms, and, as Napoleon
Inmerlf called him, *the bravest of the brave,
was atrocious, Not only had Ney rvisked his life
over and over agamn at Waterloo: not only had
he headed the Inast desperate chiarge of the Old
Guard, fighting, after his horse had been killed,
e foot, and <till holding his ground at the head
of the Columm, which reccived trenty-rine rounds
of grape and canister-shat, at fifly yards distance,
before it began to yield: not only had he with
difficulty, weary, and foot-sore, in the crowd of
fuzitives, scarcely survived the battle ; but he had
made for Napoleon a sacrifice greater than all this.

What was his reward? The Emperor lost not
« moment in turning upon him; and endeavouring
to throw the blame for the destruction of the
French Army upon his ablest Licutenant.

Contrast this conduct with that of Napoleon 11

at Sedan,
Nothing would have been easier forthe defeated

.
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Fmperor than to have thrown the blume of such
an overwhelming diaster upon lus Generals,
MacMahon or Wimpfen he Rnow that the future
of hns Dynasty would be probibly fatdly offc cted
by the admussion that the rosponsibality of sur
render rested wpon hon He made no attempt
to put the blame on other shoulders  he himselt
sent his personal mde de camp th hont the flag
of surrender on the atadel of Sedan Whatever
mv have been the shortconungs of N poleon 111,
fre hnew the meamng of the word  Geontloan

No mwm o b army was so mudh cxposed
dunmg the battle 2 the Duke limsedt 1 rode
dong the top of the ndze, now dom shshed whieh
sheltered his troops i some mewure trom the
fire of the French Artillery  Ihw was dow
not 1n the shghtest degree for thoate l displyy
but beeause, after carefully balancing i s mmnd
the advantages, and disads intages he determuned
that 1t was better for him to do se  He felt
that everything depended upon hmself  and
that the Joss of his hfe mught be the loss of
s Army  On the other hand, he hnew that
he hid to deal with troops, not, with a few
exceptions, veterins but chiefly boys, for they
were hrdly more many of whom bad never
been ¢ngaged, and who ?nd had no opportunity
of seang him win a battle  He felt that lus
firt object must be to wsprre confidence 1n s
<oldiers His calmness of dcmeanour, fus metho-
dical way of dealing with the sanous Reguments
dunng the day, all of which was viable to Ius
men, gate them unbounded confidence in the
suecess of Ius orders

-



L)) WATERLOO

prnton in his flight from Waterloo to Charleroi,
Count Flabault, who was on ferms of personal
intiniiey with the Fmperor, and his family, said to
him « I« not your Majesty surprised 2, Napoleon
repliced @ Not it has been the same thing since
Creey ™ throwing, as was his wont, the blame
upan the brmve <oldiers who had died for him
by thou-ands on that day.

A eommon friend asked me if he might in-
guire as to this faet from Count Flahault, when
b was Freneh Ambassador in London. T gave
hisy permisdon to do so; and he reported to
me wnbsequently that Count Flahault had said
that it was true, word for word.

Napoleon's conduet towards Marshal Ney, his
constant companion at arms, and, as Napoleon
himself ealled him, <the bravest of the brave),
s atrocious.  Not only had Ney risked his life
over and over again at Waterloo; not only had
he freaded the Inst desperate charge of the Old
Cinard, fighting, after his horse had been killed,
an foot, and still holding his ground at the head
of the Column, which received brenly-nine founds
of grape and canister-shot, at fifly yards distance,
before it began to yield: not only had he with
difficulty, weary, and foot-sore, in the crowd of
fugitives, scareely survived the battle; but he h:}d
made for Napoleon a sacrifice greater than all this.

What was his reward? The Emperor lost not
A moment in turning upon him; and endeavouring
ta throw the blame for the destruction of the
French Army upon his ablest Lieutenant.

Contrast this conduct with that of Napoleon 111

at Sedan.

Nothing would have been easier for the defeated
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Not only did he feel this; but he also felt
that he would show to the brave men who
fought under him, that however great were
their risks, however much he exacted from their
courage, and their endurance, he exacted the
came qualities, and conduct from himself,  All
that they risked he risked ; at any moment their
lives might have been sacrificed’; so might his
at any mowment. There was not one, from the
Chirf of his Stafl” to the last joined reeruit, who
did not know, and who did not sce the self-
wacrifice of this great man. Not a private in the
ranks but felt during that tremendous conflict
that the Duke of Wellington, the man of Wealth,
Hank, and Success, with the World at his feet,
wits jeopardizing his life to at least the same
degree as the poor outeast, who had hecome a

woldier from starvation.

There must, however, have been a decper
feeling in Wellington's breast.

‘Those who have obtained extraordinary, and
almost inordinate influence over mankind mainly
by Military Genius have persuaded themselves
that they were the instruments of the Almighty.
We ean hardly be surprised that Mahomet did so ;
and Attila called himself ¢The Scourge of God.

A Thought, the converse of this, must have
visited the Duke. He knew that in those Belgian
meadows he was fighting the true, honest cause
of Civilization, and of Freedom. He had known
his own long, and successful career. He knew
that thosc opposed to him were fighting bravely
for a man whom Honesty, and Honour had
ceased to respect; and he felt, I can have no
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doubt that the battle would be lis.  Anxiety
may have crossed his mind 1 the long delav
of the amval of Ins faithful allies, but he never
doubted the result of the day and he must
have felt during the Greatest Battle that the
World has ever hnown, that 1t was ks gmding
spint that would give Europe half a century
of pee

Well mght he say, with unaffected Piety,
Tur FINGER oF PROVIDENCE Was LPON ME



THE BALL

Turne wan a sound of Tevelry by night;

Aud Delgium’s Capital bnd pather'd then

Her Boauty and her Chivalry ; and bright

The lampe shone o'er fair women, and brave men:

A thonsand hearts beat happily; and when

Mame arone with its velaptuogs swell,

Seft eyrs look'd love to eyes which spake again;

And all went merry as a marriagesbeli: .
ik Hosh! Hark! a deep soand strikes like a rising knell!

Did yo not hear it7 No: ’twas but the wind;
Qr the car rattling o'cr the stony street:
On with the danen! let Joy be unconfined : .
Vo sluep till morn, when Youth and Pleasare meet
Ta chaso the glowing Hours with flying foet:
Bal, Hark! that heavy sound breaks in once more;
A« if the clouds its eche would repeat;
And nearer, clearer, deadlier than before!

Arm! Arm! 2 is; it is; the Capnon’s opening Roar!’

Within a windawed niche of that High Hall

Sate Branswick's fated chieftain; be did hear

That «onnd the first amidst the Festival;

And caught its tone with Death’s prophetic ear:

And when they smiled, because he deem'd it near,

His heart more traly knew that peal too well,

Which streteh’d his fother on a bloody bier;

And roused the Vengeance blood alone conld quell:
He rush’d into the field, and, foremost fighting, fell.

AhL! then, and there, was horrying to :\nd'fro;

And gathering toars; and tremblings of distress;

And checks all pale, which but an heur age

Blash’d at the praise of their own loveliness: |

And there were sudden partings; such as press

The life from out yvoung hearts; and choking sighs

Which ne’er might be repeated: Who could guess

If ever more should meet those mutaal cyes;
Sinec upon Night so sweet sach awfnl Morn could rise? .
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wptain Thomas Craufurd of the Third Guards
Sngl‘:he only Officer Talled 10 the katchen garden
of Gomont
«“Yours very truly,
¢ Wirnay Fraser

<1t Col Montague

1 subsequently saw Lady de Ros, and had a
very interesting conversation with ber on the
subject  She was so geod as to give me the
st of those invited to the Ball, which I append
She gave me many particulars as regards what
happened at the ball, the dancmng continuing
4l mght after the departure of the Officers, not
by the Tadies of the house, but by other young
Indies 1n a more or less heartless way —Lad
de Ros mformed e that when she and the Jate
Lord de Ros had endeavoured to find the place
some years ago (it appears it was n 1868) they
completely faled that they were informed that
not only the house, but the street, m fact the
whole *quartier had been demolished, and that
the quest of the ball room was perfectly hope
less  Ladv de Ros produced a plan on a large
scale  but as she told me that the Duke of
Tuchmond s house 5o longer existed 1 scarcely
rlanced at 1t, and retan no ympression what
ever of what 1t was lhe Colonel Wontague, X
1y mention had on two occasions done his
utmost to find the ball room, but he, like Lad;
de Ros, had faled, and for the same reason
they both accepted as true what they were told
Lady de Ros told me that the Ball was in a
long narrow room, that had at one tume been
a corchmakers depot and was used occasionally
by her ssters and herself, as a play room
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Hon. Col. Stanhope (Guards).

Hon. Col. Abercromby (Guards; wounded),

Hon Col. Pongonby, afterwards Sir Frederick Ponsonby,
K.0.B. (severely wounded), ’

Hon Col. Acheson (Guards).

Hon. Col. Btewart.

Hon. Mr O. Bridgeman, A.D.C. to Lord Hill, ' ,

Hon. Mr Percival.

Hon. Mr Stopford.

Hon, Mr John Gordon.

Hon. Mr Edgecombe.

Hon, Mr Seymour Bathurst, A.D.C. to Gen. Maitland.

Hon. Mr Forbes.

Hon. Mr Hastings Forbes.

Hon, Major Dawson.

Hon. Mr Dawson, 18th Light Dragoons.

Maj.-Gen. Sir Hussey Vivian (commanded a Brigade of

Cavalry).
Mr Horace Seymour, AD O. (afterwards Sir Horace Sej-

mour, K.C.B.).
Col. Hervey, A.D.C. (afterwards Sir Felton Hervey, Bart).
Col. Fremantle, AD C.

Lord George Lennox, A.D.C
Lord Arthur Hill, AD.C. (afterwards Gen. Lord Sandys).

Hon Major Percy, A.D.C (son of 1st Earl of Beverley.
He brought home three Eagles and dispatches).

Hon. Mr Catheart, A.D.C. (afterwards,Sir George Catheart;
killed at Inkerman, 1854). .

Hon. Sir Alesander Gordon, A D.C. (died of his wounds
at Waterloo)

Sir Colin Campbell, K.C.B, AD.C

Sir John Byng, G.CB. (created Earl of Stafford; com-
manded 2nd Brigade of Guards).

Lt.-Gen. Sir John Elley, X C.B. .

Sir Georgo Scovell, K.C.B. (Major commanding Staff Corps
of Cavalry).

Sir George Wood, Col. R.A.

8ir Henry Bradﬂgd.

Sir Robert Hill, Kt. 1L

Sit Nocl Hll, E.C.5, | (Brothers of Lord Hill) -

Sir William Ponsonby, K C.B. (brother o_f Lord Ponsonby ;
commanded a brigade of Cavalry; killed at Wateréoo}:

Sir Andrew Barnard (afterwards Governor of Chelsea Hos

ital .
Sir %engs Pack, Maj-Gen., G.C.B. (commanded a Brigade)
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Capt. Gore, A.D.C. to Sir James Kempt.

Capt. Pakenham, RA. '

Capt. Dumaresq, AD.C. to Gen. Sir John Byng (died of
wounds). '

QOapt. Dawking, A.D.C.

Capt. Disbrowe, AD.C. to Gen. Sir ¢. Cook.

" Capt. Bowles, Coldstream Guards (afterwards Gen Sir

-

George Bowles, Lioutenant of the Tower),
Capt. Hesketh, Grenadier Guards.
Capt. Gurwood (afterwards Col. Gurwood).
Capt. Allix, Grenadier Guards.
Mr Russel, AD.C
Mr Brooke, 12th Dragoon Guards.
Mr Huntley, 12th Dragoon Guards.
Mr Lionel Hervey (in diplomacy).
Mr Leigh.

Mr Shakespear, 18th,
Mr O’Grady, Tth Hussars (afterwards Lord Guillamore).

Mr Smith, 95th, Brigadier-Major to Sir Denis Packe (killed
at Waterloo).

Mr Fludyer, Scots Fusilier Guards.

2 Mr Montagus (John, and Henry, late Lord Rokeby, G.CB.)

Mr A Greville.

Mr Baird.

Mr Robinson, 32nd.

Mr James. !

Mr Chad.

Mr Dawkins,

Dr Hyde.

Mr Hume.

, Rev. Mr Brixall.

On my retwrn to Brussels from Waterloo last
August I visited the old Cemetery; i 4
neglected corner of which were buried the
bodies of the Officers who died in Brussels
from wounds received in the Battles of the 15th,
16th, and 17th of June. Some of the graves
are empty; the bodies having beén removed
to England. Over a few the stones _stlll remain :
the only name that I could recognize as being
distinguished was that of Sir Willjam de Lancy,
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the Deputy Quartemaster Gensmel  Whos=
death while spealuns to th~ Dk~ 1 hxve
described

1 subsequently pud a vin* to Comet ——. o
Belpan nobleman, well known = the womd
A

rt
I told the Count tha* I w»s verr zmoms it
find, 1f possible, the <cens «f the zamous aml.
1 mentioned to him that m CoZons Torw
Srom Waterloo 1t 15 stated thut tpe Dnbe o
Richmond s house was m the R~ e Lemire
whereas a lady, who hed been qreset 1l
more than once told m~ 4z & va 1o the
Rue de la Blanchssen=
The Count said * Thz* rozr vl be fo-fu- L

des Cendres and the o o= Tz Tarmveme ar
bick toback  This fir+ rveme-hiop Twen
strught from hishouss to the 2ow f- 2 Banes-
serte  and evamued the Er* sertiar o8 1 1asay
use the term, very ctre =0y 1 +u212 £30d 110 hous
that answered the drcsfom ey wav whate
ever I then walked £p the Zue G {opdres
to the left. On my nzl* Laud T noleed o
vast Hospital, wath zu sxben vv gend wall
A gentleman standing 1 L Sovary suvnened
my questions by tellinx me 412 +he Duts of
Richmond s house had ben aloslod, and
made part of this large Hors il 1 yatyr the
bell, and was inmediate’s admitmd I one of
the Nursing Sisters of the Order of%t Ay, y tin
I at once ashed her of she wor'} 35l out o
me the Duke of Richmend & fuw | or, ot Joast
what remaned of it Pz inyg from the ¢ ,mu’
cochére’, m which we were standing, ol ot
ouce pointed to a houw on the 1 11, wihiich
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she said was the Duke of Richmond's house,
Adding “It is now, as you see, part of the
Hospital; 1 cannot allow you to enter; for it
is the abode of the Nursing Sisters.” :
The windows were wide open, the weather
being very hot; and I could distinctly examine
the rooms from outside. The ceilings were
ornamentaly” in the Renaissance style; the cen-
tral ornament of one had been painted black,
and the other was still gilded: it was obvious
that the rooms had not bLeen built for the
purposes of a Hospital ; they had evidently been
the dwelling-rooms of a family of good position.
Belween the rooms were sieps leading inlo the
courl-yard, or old garden, in shich mwe were sfazzd-
ing. My first impulse naturally was to examine
the rooms so carefully and accurately as I
could; hoping that onc of them might be the famous
ball-room : but neither of them was nearly large
enough. They were the ordinary sitting-rooms
of a family; and neither of them could have held
the two lundred and twenly persons, which was
the number of guests according to the list given
to me by Lady de Ros. I looked round the
vard, which I have named; and was leaVITng Fhe
premises in despair, I said to the Nursing
Sister “Would you allow me to go”back by
myself, and think for a few minutes?”. I feht
that being so near the quest, and not to. ﬁnd'
it, was provoking. I stood in the yard; 3111
carefully examined the adjacent bl'lllflmgs- h’;
the plan which I reproduce, a_facsimile off" tt }?e
lately published by Lady de Ros, none o e
buildings adjacent to the Duke of Rlchr%g{l -
house are given. The whole of the building
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and p, More Tepresent, the Jouht} than ¢fy,

T
t the on, person un g, world wpg would he
't dchghlcd at the dlsm\cn, was Lag, de Rm,
oush the “eather « oy tery hol,an(f"frusseh
g, I'wrote herq lct!er, skctchmg bnv:ﬂ) what

15
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I had found; not asking a single question; for
I had no more doubt at that time than I have
now that this was the room in which the Ball
was given; but mentioning particulars which I
thought would interest her. I wrote to no one
else. I was delighted to think that I should
please Lady de Ros; and this feeling I expres-
sed in the strongest terms. A day or two
afterwards I wrote to Colonel Montague to the
same effect: leaving Brussels, and travelling
leisurely into Germany, I wrote from Homburg
my first letter addressed to the Editor of Tle
Times. On the same day on which I saw The
Times containing my letter, I received a note
from Lady de Ros, who had read it.

Before leaving Homburg Sir Albert Rollit,
and the Rev. Teignmouth Shore, separately
volunteered the information which, at different
times, they had received from Lord William

Lennox.,

My letter appeared in 7he Times of August 25.
THE WATERLOO BALL.
To tae Eprror oF The Times.

Sk, The following particulars relating to a
frequently disputed question may interest youlf‘
readers. A few days ago I visited the field o
Waterloo. The only alteration observable is
the improved condition of the farm-houses,
historically famous, of Gomont popularly kriowrll
as Hougoumont; and of ‘La Haye Sainte.
regretted to find, in the former, that the monu-

[}
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Endless have been the discussions, angry the
quarrels relating to the locality of this ball
Brussels during that brief, but momentous Cam-
paign has been described by the mighty spirits
of the century. Byron, Thackeray. and Scoit
were inspired in the highest degree by the
circumstances of that time. Childe Herold.
Fanity Fair, and Paul’s Letters to kis Kinsfolt
will live as Classics of the English language.
The discovery of the scene immortalized by
these writers seemed to me worthy of the
eftort.

I am glad to say that I succeeded.

Some time before leaving England I conver-
sed with a lady who danced with my father
at the ball [this is doubtful], and who has
as you will see from her name, which I enclose,
the best means of knowing where it took place.
This Ilady, giving me at the same time a list
of those who were invited, told me that Lord
Byron’s allusion to ‘that high hall” was ‘non-
sense’. She added that the ball took place
not in the Duke of Richmond’s house, but in
a coachmaker's depdt, a low-roofed room, at
the rear of it; the street being named Rue de
la Blanchisserie. I made many inquiries 1
England, and in Brussels. No one Lkonew any-
thing of the place; but all agreed that the
scene of the ball had been frequently squghf
without success; and that it no longer exist

I at last ascertained that the site of the
Duke of Richmond’'s house was now cover
by a large Hospital in the Rue des and.{e&
1 visited the Hospital, and one of the x:\nrzmg
Sisters politely pointed out a wing which ha
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The following Leading Article appeared in
The Morning Post on the 27th of August, 1888.

Tuere is, probably, no merely Social Event
in the History of the present century which
has become more enshrined in the public
memory than the Ball given by the Duchess
of Richmond at Brussels on the 'eve of the
Battle of Quatre-Bras; which immediately
preceded Waterloo. Romance, and Literature
have vied with each other in the endeavour to
depict a scene so brilliant in its beginning, so
stirring in its development, and so darkened
with the shadow of the coming events, which .
was thrown beforehand on its closing hours.
But of the great mass of competitors who
have striven to identify their names with the
story of this historic night two, and these two
appropriately enough Englishmen, have out-
stripped all others. The verse of Byron, and
the prose of Thackeray, have procured for the
Brussels ball a place in the classical literature
of England which will preserve the recollection
of it for all time. Strangely enough, in an age
distinguished for relic hunting of every descrip-
tion, the almost universal curiosity to stanq
¢Within a windowed niche of that high hall
has been invariably baffled by the accident that
nobody seemed quite sure where the house
occupied by the Duke of Richmond was to be
found. The secret has, to all appearances,
been finally discovered by Sir William Fraser.
A lady, whose competence to relate the facts
is absolutely vouched for, still survives as &
. representative of the ¢Beauty, and Chivalry

gathered in Belgium’s capital, and Dby her

’
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ducal hospitalities in language which probab’y
slipped naturally from his pen.  Whether the
room was thirteen feet high or thirty, it i
sacred ground to more people even than the
large class who rejoice to sit in the favourite
tavern seats of Johnson, or walk up the steps
of some house where one of Dickens's fictioml
characters is represented as living.

For the granary in the Rue de la Blanchiswerie
has a great advantage over the famous places of
Fiction which can be claimed only by the fow
spots where truths which are even more strange
have been enacted. At least half that briliian}
assembly must have trembled for what the morron
would bring forth; while for the Duke of Wel-
lington, and his officers, the night was one of
intense anxiety and of high-strung antivipstion
of the possible fate of Europe. Many ridiculons
stories were current at the time, and are credited
even now, of the circumstances under \\'hiv_h
Wellington first discovered the rapid and deei-
sive movements of his great antagonist. The
real facts, however, were soon afterwards made
clear in a history of Napolcon, which was pub-
lished for the Family Library. Wellington had
been informed by his scout< of the French nd:
vance before the ball began; and at firt it was
decided to countermand the permission to attend
it. Motives of policy, however, decided the
Commander-in-Chief {o keep hiv infonnation to
himseclf. The inhabitants of Brussels were tootie
bling for the fate of themselves, and ther beanti-
ful city; and even throughout the eventful das
which “followed readily believed every runour to
the effect that the Britich troops were ent to
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Byron’s contemporary eritics,  that any verses i
our language surpass in Vigour, and in Feelin:
this most beautiful description’. This verdic
has, we believe, been fully endorsed by posterity:
which recognizes in the lines of Byron just that
aid which the art of the Poet could lend to the
march of facts at once so stately and so terrible.
The courteous proprietor of the “long, low-roofed
room’, who has declared his willingness to throw
it open for public inspection, is likely to find the
number of his visitors truly considerable. The
placid fields of Waterloo afford very little evi-
dence to the pilgrims of history of the dire
event which has made them Immortal. The
land of waving comn, and ‘reckless birds’ is
suggestive now, as it was to Byron, principally
of ‘what it cannot bring’. But in the old granary
of the Rue de la Blanchisserie the lovers of the
scenes which have become historic may well
feel that the echoes of the past have become

audible once more.

On the same day The Daily Telegraph com-
mented on my letter as follows: )

¢Everything’ says the proverb, ¢ comes to those
who know how to wait’; although the sage mo-
nition was once met by a scoffer with the irre-
verent rejoinder that the things most e_arnestl);
desiderated were often so late in coming tha
life was not long enough to wait for their advent:
Historical students, however, if they be worthy
of the task which they have set themselves, ﬂl'ff
bound to be of a more patient temperament:
and thev may account it a comparatively tniing
matter if the:v have only had to wait some three-
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of the bull had often been sought for; though
without success.

At length the researches of Sir William Fraser
have been rewarded. During his recent visit he
ascertained that the site of the Duke of Rich-
mond’s temporary doniicile at Brussels was now
covered by a Iarge Hospital in the Rue des
Cendres; one of the wings of which is the original
fabric ; but neither here, nor in the garden beyond,
was there any trace of a ball-room. The indefati-
gable Baronet, determined not to be baffled,
pursued his investigations until he observed,
beyond the hospital wall, the roof of a high
building, which he was informed was the brewery
of the Rue de Iz Blanchisseric. He walked round
to the ‘brasserie’ in question; but the proprietor
could tell him nothing about any terpsichorean
doings there in the year 1815. His father, he
<aid, had purchased” the property of a coach-
builder named Van Asch, and his depot for
arriages was now his, the brewer's, granary.
This room he courteously offered to show to
his visitor; who was conducted to an apartment
a hundred and twenty fect long, fifty-four feet
broad, and about thirteen feet high, th_e floor
being quite smooth enough, even after this l'oxllg
lapse of time, to be danced upon. On the night
of the 15th of June, 1815, the ‘parquet’ was,
in all probability, chalked in a symmetrical a{éd
particoloured pattern. Certainly a saloon t'e
altitude of which did not exceed that of two
ordinarily strapping Life Guardsmen Qoul(l nq?
with technical precision be called a_‘hxgh.halllé
but the Poect is King; and may consider h'lmse
to be as much above a mere question of inches
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it belonged to some contiguous premises, of
whicl' opportunity had been take, just as the
promoters of the tea-party to Messrs Smith
O’Brien, and Meagher in 1848, “by the Shannon
Shore’, ‘took the opportunity of Tim Doolan’s
store’. It was enough for the guests at the
Duchess’s ball that ¢ there was a sound of revelry
by night’, that <the lamps shone o'er fair women
and brave men’, that ‘a thousand hearts beat
happily’, and that ‘all went merry as a marriage
bell’, when a sound arose which was not that
of the wind nor of the car rattling o’er the
stony street, but ¢‘the cannon’s opening roar’.
It does not in the least detract from the melody,
and majesty of Byron’s stanzas, of which Walter
Scott wrote ‘I am not sure that any verses in
our language surpass in vigour and in feeling
this most beautiful deseription’—an opinion amply
confirmed by Jeffrey, who declares that ‘thex,'e
can be no finer proof of the greatness of Byron’s
genius than the spirit and interest which he has
contrived to communicate to his picture of Fhe
often-drawn and difficult scene of the bl:eakmg
up from Brussels before the great battle’-—that
early in the afternoon of the 15th a memorandum
from the Quartermaster-General’s Department
had warned the Commanding Officers of R.egl-
ments of the First Division to collect that night
at Ath, and to be in readiness to move at a
moment’s notice; and that at ten in the evening,
when the ball had probably begup, an ‘at."ter
order’, signed by the Duke of Wellington hlml;
self, was issued deciding the 11,nme.d1ate njnrcr
of the troops. It was the Duke’s wish, how ev](;
that all officers of rank should attend the ball,






240 THE BALL -

required. No wonder if the valiant sea-lions
who could talk thus plaéidly of the chanees
of death, and mutilation were the men of the
st of June, and Cape St Vincent, of the Nile,
and Trafalgar. But in the Waterloo week it
rained heavily; and the heroes who laid down
their lives on the field of the great battle
would have fought more comfortably in breeches
and gaiters; or even in those trousers which
Wellington had introduced for the use of
his troops in the Peninsula; although he
himself adhered to buckskins, and hessians. It
is still possible that he might have worn ker-
seymeres, silk continuations, and buckled shoes
at the ball in the Rue de la Blanchisserie; but
there is one other point touching this memo-
rable festival which, could Sir William Fraser
clear it up, would entitle him to a still greater
meed of gratitude at the hands of his contem-
poraries. Napoleon’s travelling carriage, cap-
tured by the Prussians after Waterloo, and now
at Madame Tussaud’s, was built at Brussels.
Was it built by Van Asch, who seemingly
was a leading ‘carrossier’ of the period? The
question is worth asking; for when Byron, after
his separation from his wife, started on that
which was virtually Childe Haro]d’s.Pllgnmflge;
he purchased at Brussels a travelling carriage
which was the exact counterpart of the c;ne
made for Napoleon the Great. If Mynheer \'m
Asch was the maker, the Poet in all prob.ablh't)
visited the dep6t in the Rue de la Blanchxssenﬁa,
which only recently had been used as a ball-
room; and in that long, low apa.rtment,1 'COII:
verted by poetic licence into a ‘high hall’, b
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mght bave felt the first inspirition for one of
the most magmificent of his lyrical achievements

I need mnot say that, reposing on a chair on
the terrace of the Kur Saal of Homburg, ¥
read these articles with complicency reflections
on the calm good sense, extensne reading, and
judicn) capncity of the wnters followed and
T may have eaten my dinner at the excellent
table dhote of the Hotel Vietona with m
creased zest on that day  but

What 13 mortal Happ ness 1o trath?
‘The torrents smoothness ere 1t dash below!

The very next morming a friend ¢called my
attention _to a contradiction on the pirt of
Lady de Ros to my carefully drawn conclusion

The article did not give the terms used but
1 farly assumed that they were the same as
those m Lady de Ross letter to me accor
dingly I wrote the following letter, which
ajpeared . Jhe Daly Telegraph on the oth
of September

THF WATERLOO BALL
To Tne Eviror or fle Daly Telegraph

S, 1 read your article of the 28th ult. with
surnse  'lhe only note that I have received
from Lady de Ros was wntten after reading
my published letter, and 1s steongly confirma
tory of my statement. You will, perhiaps, permit
me to sy, so briefly and so dearly as I can,
what has taken place

1¢
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Two [this should be four] years ago I received
from Lady de Ros the facts that the ball given
by her father and mother (the Duke and
Duchess of Richmond ) the night before Quatre-
Bras did not take place in their house; but in
a coachmaker’s depét adjacent to it; and that
this coachmaker’s depdt was in the Rue dc la
Blanchisserie. This statement was given to me,
not only verbally; but subsequently in writing.
Lady de Ros added that Lord de Ros and
herself had tried hard, twenty years eatlier, to
find the room, and had failed; all those whom
they consulted at Brussels having told them
that the ball-room no longer existed. The
house having disappeared, that the ball-room
had gone with it was a natural conclusion. A
friend of mine, a Colonel in the army, to whom
I gave the facts, tried hard to find the room.
He wrote to me from Brussels; and said that
his inquiries were met with the invariable reply,
‘Ah, Monsieur, cela n’existe plus.’

Having six near relations at the ball; and
far more on public grounds; being at BI‘I'JSGC‘]S
a few weeks ago, I determined to ascertain for
myself whether this most memorable spot still
remained. Of this I have now not the slight-
est doubt. I, like Lady de Ros, was told by
all of whom I inquired that the ball-room was gonle-
One old gentleman assured me that the wlhoe
quarter had been demolished; an(.i that there
was no longer a Rue de la Blanchisserie. p

I ascertained that the Duke of Richmond's
house in 1815, stood in the Rue des Cendr’cs’
on the site of what is now a very !ﬂl{%s
Hospital. 1 went there, and was admittc
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without difficulty The Nursing Sister pointed
out to me what remams of the Duke s house,
this survining portion being occupied by the
nurses of the hosptal [ obtered through the
open mndons that the ceilings mere omamental ,
and such os would not be placed w hospital rooms
In the yard, or neglected garden, between this
bulding and the lofty boundary wall, are z
small mortuary chapel, and several nondescnipt
buldings, none of them of any great age
After a crreful survey of the premses, I observed
a lofty bulding 1 apparent contact with the
boundary wall of the hospital Asking the
Sister what this building was, she replied, the
Brewery of the Rue de la Blanchissene My
hopes were at once raised  Leaving the Hospital,
I descended the Rue des Cendres, and entered
the Rue de la Blanchissene at a very sharp
tarn to my left I was at once shown mto
the office of the proprietor of the brewery He
knew nothing ot any ball having taken place,
and there were certamly no visible signs of a
Lalt room from the outside, nor the inside, of
s house  After some conversation, i which
not the shghtest hint was given by me of Lady
de Ross mnformation, 1 asked the proprietor if
he happened to hnow of whom Ius father had
purchased the premuses He rephed “Certamnly,
of a coachbuwider, named Van Asch’ [ asked
whether this coachbuilder had a dgpst. Yes,
2 very hrge one, it ts now my granary® “Can
you show it to me?’  “With pleasure at this
time of year it 15, of course, empty’ We then
weended about twelie steps la (Iw'em‘mol, and
1 found myself i the long sought room. Imme
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diately opposite to the door of entrance are
windows, of which the light has been almost
completely blocked by the wall of the hospital
yard which I had just left. 1 may say here
that neither the Duke of Brunswick, nor any
other guest, could have sat in a niche; for,
although the windows are numerous, and deeply
sunk in the wall, the lower edge of each recess
is 5 ft. from the floor. On returning to my
hotel I at once wrote a letter to Lady de Ros.
I asked no questions in it, for I required no
further confirmation. My motive in writing
was that I thought that Lady de Ros would
be, of all people, the most pleased at the dis-
covery of the room which she and others had
sought in vain. I did not receive any reply
from her until she had read my published letter
addressed to The Times from Homburg |[as
printed above]. In her reply there is not the
slightest denial of the essential facts. With the
three particulars demwred to, in my opinion
unimportant, I will now deal. First, that the room
was not in the rear of the Duke of Richmond’s
house. To this I reply that, supposing that
the house faced towards the boulevard, I stated
that the room was in its rear; but as I have
now no doubt that the principal front of the
house was towards the Rue des Cendres, this
would put the room in its right position, at the
side, according to Lady de Bos, -The second
objection is that the dimensions given by mé:
are larger than those of the ball-room descrllfcd
by her. I should suppose that, from the perio

when balls were first given, no young lady has
ever measured the room in which she danced:
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4 yoom full, or half full, of people appears
much smaller than when empty The third
objection strengthens my case It 15 that the
ball room was on the ground floor, and not en
the fiest floor The level of the Rue de la
Blanchissene 1s below that of the Rue des
Cendres, and, taking the few outside steps of
No 40 and the twelve additional steps leading
to the ball room, the premse level of the
Hospital yird 1s reached, from thus an essy
access to the ball room no doubt existed  That
there should be such a marvellons semes of
comeidences as I have related seems to have
struch Lady de Ros as difficult to account for,
she sugp b , that ¢ probably the present
Ruc de la Blanchissene hasbeen rebuile since then

To this very mnprobable theory 1 have two
good answers first, the room 15 ancient, more
than 100 years old 1t 13 supported by many
strong square wooden posts, they have never
been pamnted The only room that 1 have ever
seen that closely resembled it s the ‘Lower
School at Eton, immediately beneath ‘Long
Chamber’ It reminded me of this at once  The
Rue de )a Blanclussenie itself, so far from having
been recently rebwilt, 15 an old fashioned, and
partlly worn out street, that hns seenbetter days.

I may be permitted to say that I am in the
halut of weigling evidence, and bal g facts
cuefully, and I think that most of your readers
will come to the sume conclusion a5 myself

No doubt Lord and Lady De Res, who did
not see the room, which certanly existed at
the time of thewr visit, a fact proving that therr
search was not exhaustive, were convinced by
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those who, knowing that the Duke of Richmond's
house had been removed, honestly believed that
the Dall-room had gone with it: in fact Lady
de Ros, in her letter to me, says that they
accepted the dictum of ‘an old inhabitant’.
" Old age does not always bring wisdom, and the
oldest inhabitant may be as fallible as the youngest.
To prove anything absolutely is difficult.
We have all read, or heard of Archbishop
Whateley’s Historic Doubts as to the Existence of
Napoleon Bonaparte; and the inscription which
I have read on the monument of Descartes, ‘I
think; therefore I am’, is certainly not logical.
I believe, however, that the careful consideration
of the above facts will convince those interested
in the matter that my conclusion is sound.
Lord Byron, turning aside from the melancholy
metaphysics in which he so frequently ind}llged,
astonished the world by his most magnificent
- apostrophe; and penned lines that will always
thrill British hearts. The most prominent cause
of the doubts as to the locality of the ball arose
from the unscrupulous wstheticism of our-great
painter Turner. Observing a picturesque building,
which still existsin the neighbourhood of the Hétel
de Ville, he illustrated Byron’s d(?scriptlon b\
depicting the ball as taking place in what was
once, as it is said, the Duke of Alvasresu.iencc-
[I found on returning to England that Finden,
the Engraver, had imitated Turner, who was not,
in this case, to blame: as regards what follows
Turner was guilty.] .
In The Pleasures of Hope he represents, In &
beautiful vignette, the line
On Prague’s proud arch the fires of rain glew
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not 18 at Praga, the seburb of Waraw  lut
Prague, the capstal ot Bolwmn

Another good reason for the losing sight of
the bl room s that 1t 36 and has fong been,
completedy masked by the houses of the Hue de
Blunelussenie and by the wall of the Raspatal

Onc ipedent o relation to Genmappe mvy
interest vour renders [ hae inomy possession
2 splendid sword that was taken therd by the
Pruwins from Napoleon s carnige on the Leen
mg of Waterloo 1l histors of the sword
¥ should say, unrsalled It belonged ongnily
to Mourid Bey, the Cliet of the Mameighes
it ws surreaderad by lum o the oudst of
ficree action m Feypt, to Munt, afterwards
ks of Naples, and 5> depicted i a lirge
pambng by Gros at Versulles, the sword was
gwen by Murat to Napoleon Bomaparte  VWhen
the latter met the lhrectory, on lis sudden
return from 1 gy pt, not wishin g to fughten thum,
lte wore plan elothes, but oser them this brau
tiful «bre, as stated n Irclands fife of \a
iwlr n Intending no doubt, that it shiould adorn
hs trumphant entey into Brussels, the T mperor
had it mhis carmge at Waterloo Prinee Blucher
pres nted at soon afturs wds to the Duke of
Wollmgton by bam it wis goen to Lord An
gleser who eommanded the Cavaley , and by hum
to my fither, his ADC dunng the Cranparm
1ht sword has o repousse silsor gilt acabibard
and the Blade which v s sharp as when wielded
by Mowrd ey, has jewdds «ot in the upper pact

Yen wonld pot thank we for prolonging thny
Jeiker Iy disquimtion on the Campaign ot
Watcrloo You may  howe perr My Lo
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express my ‘surprise that, amorg the numerous
Historians who have written on the subject,
none have dwelt sufficiently upon the prudence
of the Duke of Wellington in sanctioning, an!
probably suggesting, the Ball. It was of great
importance that the inhabitants'of Brussels should
not know, the precise time of the inevitable erisis.
The sympathies of many of them were strongly
in favour of the French. Had the slightest
émeute taken place in Brussels, the news would
have been carried; with exaggeration, by Napo-
leon’s spies, of whom the town was full, to the
French camp; and would, of course, have given
his troops the greatest encouragement. The
nonsensical theory that the Duke was surprised
has long passed away. He previously marked
with his thumb-nail on the Duke of Richmond’s
map the precise spot on which Waterloo was
fought; and he expressed his wish to such Officers
as had been invited, not a numerous body, that
they should attend the ball.

Unreasoning persons have called the Duke of
Wellington a hard man, because he was a firm
one. Clear in his views, and unflinching in the
execution, of his duty, he showed on numcrous
. occasions that his nature was gentle. Not only

did he shed abundant tears when the list of
his friends who had fallen in the Great Battle
was read to him; but his conduct on the r}ny
after was that of one who felt the decpest grief
I Know, from one who stood by, what occurred.
On the morning after Waterloo some young
ladies met him in Brussels; and naturally wel-
. comed him with enthusiastic delight: he h:u?
defeated the day before the great conqueror;
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d won =s be
3, with infenor forees, he ha

:Tl:o;e all others well knew, & Victory the most
Jecystve m 1t effects that the World has ever

gratulstions and w2 tearful voice rephed‘h(z
no 1t has been bought very dearly, [ assure you.
Your obedient servaut
Wittsy FraseR.
Homburg, Sept 3

The followag reply from Lord de Ros appeared
m The Limes of Sept 13

‘1HE WATERLOO BALL
To tue Enmor of The Tumes

S As the statement made by Sir Witham
Fraser regardng the supposed discovery of the
room 1 which the ball ginen by the Duchess
of Richmond on the 15th of June, 1815, took
place has given nse to much carrespondence,
I desire to state that my mother has distinet
recollections connected with this subject. She
assures me that the room m which the ball
took place was on the ground floor, and that
fts size does not by any means correspond with
the dimensions of ‘the room which Sir W illum
Erver bad discovered, this s further proved
by a ground plan of the Duke of Richmond’s
house 1n my mothers possesqon.

Wehen in Brussels in 1568 every possible eSprt
was made by my mother to trace out the oo
m which the Dule of Richmond hyed witkent
success. 1 therefore thnl. that the eme’omron
drawn by Sir Willam Fra-er mess b= trmeany
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This may appear a trifling matter, but as it
may affect future history I venture to send you
these few remarks, more particularly as I am

- anxious to put an end to the annoyance caused
to my mother in her 93rd year by the unne-
cessary amount of correspondence which has
been forced upon her in consequence of allusion
having been made to her presence at the, ball,

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient
servant, De Ros.

Old Court, Strangford.

I will only say that there was no allusion in
my first letter that pointed to Lady de Ros, if
this be the meaning of the expressions used :
1 most thoughtfully, and carefully worded it
so that the public should not know to whom -
I referred: all that I said might have been
given to me by my cousin, Lady D., who, as
Miss Craufurd, appears with her father and
mother in the list of those present at the Ball
Lady de Ros’s personal communication, in her
own name, to The Daily 1elegraph, compelled
me to mention her in my reply. In her letter
to me Lady de Ros expressed doubts as to
whether my allusion was to herself. ,

The Times containing Lord de Ros’s let~ter
reached Interlaken on the evening of the 15th
of September. I bad the day before posted the

following : ‘
THE WATERLOO BALL. .
To Tur Epiror or The Limes.

Sir, I have to-day read the letter in 1'he
Times of the 11th inst. The quotations con-
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who was, I believe, staying in his house at
the time, said that the ball given by the
Duchess of Richmond, his mother, was not in
the Hotel de Ville, as sometimes shown; bt
in a room adjacent to his father's house.

The Rev. Teignmouth Shore writes tome: '

¢ Some years ago I was going to Brussels;
and spoke to my friend Lord William Pitt
Lennox as to the ball which his mother had
given, and at which he had been present; and
inquired could he give me any indication as
to where the house was; as I had on other
ovcasions failed to find it. He told me that
the house no longer existed; but that in any
case the Ball kad not taken place at the residence

of the Duchess; bul in some sort of an old bam

al the back of bekind [printed in error ‘or’).
This rough-and-ready description seems to cor-
nfirm its truth.

respond with your view ; and toco

In all cases there are persons inclined to
doubt and disbelieve, however precise  the
evidence. In this matter the arguments against
the identity of the room have been very feeble.
As I stated in my letter to you, the locality
has been hunted for during the last fifty years
repeatedly; and without success. Had the ;/;res‘;
tigations been thorough, of which I kot

he room, 0
seritten, and have seen would certainly haie been
found. It was not found by th

ose who accepted,
‘without proof, the statement 0

£ the inhabitants
that the ball-room had gone with the hous:

Coachmakers
That there should be two ( s
Depots, each touching the Duke of Rlchm(()il;d :
Jate house, and each situated in the Iliue de
Blanchisserie, would be a most marvellous
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aidence  This, howeser, 15 physeally unpor ble
for there 13 not space cnou b b tween the
Rue des Cendres and the str ¢t named fyr
another room capable of hollng 1) pur 4y
about the number wmvited

The dancng took place na d bt ¢ the
old fashioned pillared roomn dewnbe 1 11 (1,
babilities are that the supperesm 1}y

ments necessary foraball wr intt 1 an
sion 1tself, with which therr wa «r 1 2 o

The ballroom has been mays & [ 1 ~fe
sav buned, by the n“ at the Heyp al ne
«de, and by the booes of the [ » o 1
mxr-ch sene on the o hem  [le Lt sr an
old and <omswhat wom< * Creet

Tke D.ke of Welmron teraee 2 =
creda' tv, whrh a, [ thak,zgmarme 4 2 o
of feedle rezsoniaz powe~ i resems,
wed to sxy that ke L L emod per it oo
that b eold oot pr 7 Pare beew presme
10 pren 2t the ot e of Qv fenn 2 -
tHewenew, 1 zamee ol (_z' t‘,r1 ¢l o
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Since my return to England, a few days ago,
I have ascertained that in 1815 no other
Coachmaker’s Depét existed in the Rue de la
Blanchisserie, except that at No. 40, in which
the ball took place. In Brurclles a travers les
Jdges M. Hyman, the author, states in vol. ii.
that the historical ball was given Dby the
Duchess of Richmond in the Rue de la Blan-
chisserie.

The Rue de la Blanchisserie existed in 1815;
it existed in 18068; and it exists now. It is a
long, narrow, old street; it has always borne its
present name.

As regards the plan spoken of, it has never
been compared with the room. The plan of a
house nearly demolished cannot be of much
value ; and, as it is admitted that the ball did
not take place in the house, it appears to be
worthless.

I am glad to hear that there are daily visitors
to the scene of the ball.

Your obedient servant,
December 7. Wirriay Fraser.

On the 8th of December the following article
was published by Mr Richard Edgeumbe, whose
researches in relation to Lord Byron are well °
known: I have not the honour of his acquain-
tance: nor have I had any communication with
him, direct, nor indirect. :

Shortly after the appearance of Sir William
Fraser's very straightforward, and, to my mind,
convinecing letter, a lady wrote to The Times,
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and pomted out thit Nofes and Querses sth ~
ut 261, [m the yenr 199 ] contmned a note
by MrC W Bingham which runs as follows

@1 had 2 recent opportumty ot mquinng of
% person, than whom non( wi wore Uhildy
to be miormed, and dthoush he culd not e
me the wumber of the Jome he ypered to
me to wentl) % with tha m the Rue deo
Cendres He smd 1t wis o tanidl street near
the Jardin Bovwuque  and e g out of the
Rue de v Blanchiserie and dded that the
room 1n which the bill was goen wis the
zallery of 6 lale comMumiders by thus Tiher
destroying the lasion af

-~

The wizdow d n¢le of that hagh fatl

“In April, 1884, 1 approwched Lady De Jtin
through the Dule of Itihmond with a ssew
to setthing once and for ever two sery difficult
Byrome pomts I had, of coure hhe every
other grmng tourist Deen shown the Sl de
feception’ in the Hitel de Ville vt Bruwseh,
where, according Yo those pests, the town
gudes, 1 had been awsured that the Doke of
Bronsaich s ¢prophetic e’ had ewmght the
sousd of tus own doom And yet [ wes not
hippy  Peehng <ure that the Duchess of Rsch-
mond wonld not hae guen u batlinthe Fletel
de Vile, T determined to apply to a Jady who
wis actually present on thit ocersfon  On
Apnl 9, 1884, Lady De Kos ven hmdly wrote
down the following wards, whch I shall treasure
all my hfe long

“The ball gien by my r the Duchess
of Tuchmond, 15 June, * whiee an the
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and pomted out that Vofes and Quenes $th~
m. 261, [1n the year I969,] contamed 3 no'e
by MrC. W Bingham, which runs as follows

#] had a recent epportumty of wgurzms of
4 person, than whom none was meme Llelv
to be informed, and althoush be could no* gore
me the number of the touse, he appear~d to
me to identif 3t with that m the Pu~ des
Cendres. He smd 1t was m a <xmall cireet near
the Jardin Botamque and lezdnz ou* of the
Rue de la Blanchi~ene, and 2dded tha* the
room 1n which the ball was miven was the
zallery of a late coechlualders tFop thn ratler
destroying the 1lloson of

The wisdow d nebe of s L o% 1470

In Apnl 1844, I appreecked Tadr D= Ros
throegh the Dole of Richmond. wrth 2 v-w
to setthing once 2nd for ever t¥o ver &-Seads
Byromse pownts. I had, of eomme Ile ererr
ather gaping tount, been <hown the ¢Sille Ao
Reception 1n the Hotel de Vi~ 2t Brm oo
where, according to thee prs*s, the trm
gudes 1 had been 2 <ured the* the Dnle o
Brunswich s “prophetie exr ked eprsit the
sound of is own doom.  An3 vet T wes oof
hippy  Feeling sure that the Dorfuas of B
mond would not kave mven 2 blmihe H #ad
de Ville I determned to a-uly & 2 oy s
was actually precert on thy* crezoem O
Apnl 9 1844, L23v De Bos vem Jaolly wvestn
down the follomng words, whsh ] 15T tenpsron
all mﬁhfc Tong

“*The ball miven by mv ptber $he Do,
of Tuchmond, 15 Jume 151 , trs  gow n e
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names do not appear Of the rooms beyond,
1 F, I have no knowledge but these two
rooms, B C, I saw distmetly Let thentelh
gent reader form his own opinion as to whether
the room is not an ordinary ornamental, dwell
g room of 1 by no means large house Let
hun judge for lumself whether the room
marhed n Lady de Ross plan *Ball room’
answers to her deseniption written to Mr Richard

En ancetoGarden
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TR Dining
5 E EE Hat Room
S p
K el L
o Passage O Stovs
-
Baiarg
N Ball Room Mol Roo
L

==

ey tarce Shrubs and Trees nirance
5%
Eite

Entl Rue de la Blanchisserie

Pdgecumbe on Apnl O, 1§84, p 255 <The
warehousc, m which he (the coachmaker) hept
Its curnages, was comverted mnto a long, nar
row room, 10 which the ball took place or to
Ford Willim Lennoxs description of 2 <sort
of old barn, at the back of belnd
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the volumes ‘WeLLiNgTON " and *WaTerLoo’ : the
reader has the result.

The more deeply, and thoroughly, we examine
the Duke’s character, the more we admire it.

To those who have the fatal gift of idealization
such a character as the Duke of Wellington’s
offers Repose. For once they find their Ideal
exists.

To those who have the sad talent of minute,
and perspicuous observation, the Duke's conduct
is also satisfactory.

To those, and they are but few, who have
the misfortune to possess both these qualities;
who ‘walk in a region that they find almost
uninhabited’; it is a consolation to believe that
Human Nature has for once reached such
perfection.

This Globe has produced three beings, whose
names will only perish when the Earth ijtself
shall be dissolved into its elements; a PoeT, an
Antist, and a Max; of these Bmitamv claims
two; ItTaLy one; Suakespeare the Poet; MicnagLn
Axgero the ArTisT: WELLINGTON the Max.
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